
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peoria Christian School 
Handbook 2016-2017 

 
 
 
Producing academically skilled students who are equipped with a biblical worldview and 
who will impact the world for Christ. 
 
 
This book is intended to help students and parents function effectively here at PCS.  We do expect these policies and 
procedures to be followed. All parents should read the applicable sections carefully.  Students in grades 5-12 should also 
carefully read the sections that apply to them. 
 
Thank you! 
School Board & Administration  
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                Peoria Christian School 
  General Information 
  For All Families  

 
THE SCHOOL  
 
History 
The modern-day movement in Christian Day School education has seen rapid growth over the past few decades.  
Concerned parents and churches have started schools that would provide Christian teaching in every facet of their 
children’s education. 
 
In Peoria, a group of concerned parents began thinking and praying about the need for such a school to serve families in 
the Peoria area.  Out of their concern, Peoria Christian School was founded in 1950 and opened its doors to sixteen 
students and one teacher.  For a facility, they used a remodeled garage which sat behind the old Christian Center on 
Knoxville Avenue. 
 
The years between 1950 and the present have been years of building and growth.  The enrollment steadily progressed as 
grades were added, producing the first eighth grade graduating class of four students in 1952.  The first step in building 
was taken in 1956 with the construction of a building on Tripp Avenue, which housed the junior-senior high school prior to it 
being torn down. 
 
September 1975 saw the beginning of a high school program with the addition of grades 9-11.  In 1976, additional 
property facing California Avenue was purchased, and four portable units were added to the school for a total of five 
buildings on eight acres of land.  In May 1977, PCS had its first graduating class of eleven seniors.  The new elementary 
building at 3506 N. California Avenue opened in February 1983.  In 1987, another building addition was completed and at 
that time was occupied by the junior-senior high school.  In 1993, the junior-senior high moved into a new 60,000 square 
foot addition.  The elementary now occupies the 1987 addition.  In the fall of 2001 the middle school moved to our newly 
remodeled campus on Monroe Avenue in Peoria Heights. 
 
Peoria Christian School is recognized by the Illinois State Board of Education and meets all of the mandated health and 
academic requirements.  The school is accredited by the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI).  This 
group is the largest accrediting association of Christian schools in the world. PCS is also accredited by North Central 
Association through AdvancED. The High School received the ACT Red Quill Award in 2008. Peoria Christian Elementary 
School was the recipient of the 2009 Blue Ribbon Award from the U.S. Department of Education.  
 
Our teachers have a four-year degree, teaching certificate, and/or an ACSI certificate. Thirty-five percent of our faculty 
earned advanced degrees. Ninety-five percent of PCS graduates progress to higher education. The 10-year ACT 
composite score average is 24.2. PCS also offers a Distinguished Scholar Diploma that goes beyond our traditional 
diploma.  
 
Mission 
Peoria Christian School supports the Christian home and church by preparing students to lead Christ-like lives through a 
biblical approach to education. 
 
Vision 
It is the vision of Peoria Christian School to produce academically skilled students who are equipped with a biblical 
worldview and who will impact the world for Christ. 
 
Core Values 
Peoria Christian School believes: 
• That the Bible is the authoritative Word of God and is integrated and applied in all aspects of the school. 
• That we should be committed to developing believers to have Christ-like character. 
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• That we should provide an environment of unconditional love and respect. 
• That students need to learn to process information and to think critically with a biblical worldview. 
• That students need to be challenged to excellence in everything they do. 
• That students should be challenged to develop a heart for service. 
• That we should be a wise steward of God’s resources. 
• That we should administer a non-denominational school. 
           
Statement of Faith 
The authority for this Association is the Holy Scripture and its teaching as understood in the literal, grammatical and 
cultural sense and shall be binding on this Association as long as it exists. Every statement, regulation and provision of 
the bylaws of this Association must be in harmony with and applied in harmony with the relevant teaching of the 
Scriptures. No statement, policy or action shall be taken that infringes upon or contradicts the teaching of the Scriptures 
as interpreted by the following doctrinal statement:  
 
Sec. 1 - We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are inspired by God, and are inerrant in the original 
writings, and that they are of supreme and final authority in faith and life. 
 
Sec. 2 - We believe in one God, eternally existent in three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Sec. 3 - We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth and His sinless life, in His miracles, in His 
vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the 
Father, and in His future personal return in power and glory. 
 
Sec. 4 - We believe that for the salvation of the lost and sinful man, regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential. 
 
Sec. 5 - We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; they that are saved unto the resurrection of life, and 
they that are lost unto the resurrection of damnation. 
 
Sec. 6 - We believe in the spiritual unity of all believers in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sec. 7 – We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one woman in a single, 
exclusive covenant union, as delineated in Scripture (Genesis 2:18-25) and that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only 
between a man and a woman who are married to each other and that God has commanded that no intimate sexual 
activity is engaged in outside of marriage between a man and a woman (Genesis 1:27–28; 2:21–24; Matthew 19:4–9; 
Mark 10:5–9; Ephesians 5:22–33).  
 
Sec. 8 – We believe that God wonderfully foreordained and immutably created each person as either male or female in 
conformity with their biological sex. These two distinct yet complementary genders together reflect the image and nature 
of God (Genesis 1:26–27).  Rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person.  
 
Sec. 9 – We expect employees to maintain a lifestyle based on biblical standards of moral conduct. Moral misconduct, 
which violates the bona fide occupational qualification for employees to be Christian role models, includes, but is not 
limited to, promiscuity, homosexual behavior and/or sexual orientation, bisexuality, polygamy, transgender identity, or any 
other violation of the unique roles of male and female (Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 18:7–23; 20:10–21; Deuteronomy 5:18; 
Matthew 5:27–28; 15:19; Romans 1:21-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-20).   
 
Sec. 10 – We believe that the function and integrity of its employees requires that they must be born-again Christians, 
living their lives as Christian role models (Romans 10:9-10; I Timothy 4:12), maintaining a lifestyle based on biblical 
standards of conduct. Failure to do so may result in a reprimand or, in some cases, dismissal from employment. It is the 
goal of the school that each employee will have a lifestyle where "...He might have the pre-eminence." (Colossians 1:18). 
 
Each member of the Board of Directors and each employee of Peoria Christian School, having accepted Jesus Christ as 
personal Savior, shall subscribe annually in writing to the Statement of Faith. 
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Philosophy of Education 
The educational process in a Christian school is dependent on a biblical philosophy that provides the right worldview and 
essential truths for life so that children may be prepared to assume their proper place in the home, the church, and the 
state. Accordingly, the following is the Philosophy of Education for Peoria Christian School: 
 
Peoria Christian School is a college preparatory school.  Peoria Christian School equips students to enter and engage at 
the collegiate level.  We believe that parents have the primary responsibility for the nurture and instruction of their children 
in their Christian lives.  Therefore, Peoria Christian School serves as an extension of the Christian family.  It is the aim of 
Peoria Christian School to provide not only an environment of academic excellence, but also one where Christ is 
preeminent, where students can grow spiritually, physically, mentally, and emotionally. 
 
The minimum standards of Peoria Christian School shall be those standards set forth by the State Board of Education.  It 
is our intent to teach the total child in terms related to a Christian worldview.  This means that our instruction of curriculum 
is to be distinctively Christian with the authority of Christ central and the realization of His authority in our lives as the 
justification for all education activity.  Activities are to be motivated by His life and by the Holy Spirit to bring God glory.  
 
Purpose 
Peoria Christian School is historically an evangelical, non-charismatic, non- denominational school in which all believers 
can feel comfortable. The purpose of this Association is to preserve the historical roots of Peoria Christian School and to 
carry on a non-profit, Christian school or schools for teaching from a Christ-centered view a quality education, meeting the 
needs of the total child in order that the pupils, in conformity with Articles II and III, may be prepared to take their places in 
the home, the church, the state and their vocations or professions in a manner that the students may grow in grace in the 
knowledge of God through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Peoria Christian School Objectives 
• To teach that the Bible is the inspired and the only infallible authoritative Word of God, thus developing attitudes of 

love and respect toward it.  (II Tim. 3:15-17; II Pet. 1:20-21) 
• To teach the basic doctrines of the Bible.  (Titus 2:1) 
• To provide opportunities for the student to confess Christ as Savior and Lord.  (Rom. 10:9-10) 
• To teach the student to know and obey the will of God as revealed in Scriptures, thus equipping the student to carry 

out God’s will daily.  (Rom. 12:1-2; II Tim. 2:15; Deut. 26:16-17) 
• To impart an understanding of each Christian’s place in the Body of Christ, and its worldwide mission, providing 

opportunities for the student’s involvement in this task.   (Eph. 4:12; I Cor. 12:1-31; Matt. 28:19-20) 
• To teach biblical character qualities and provide opportunities for the student to demonstrate these qualities.  (I Sam. 

16:7; Gal. 5:22-23) 
• To teach the student how to develop the mind of Christ toward Godliness.  (Phil. 2:5; I Tim. 4:7) 
• To encourage the student to develop self-discipline and responsibility from God’s perspective.  (I Tim. 4:7; I Cor. 9:24-

27) 
• To teach the student the respect for and submission to authority from God’s perspective.  (Rom. 13:1-7; Heb. 13:17; 

Eph. 6:1-3) 
• To help the student develop a Christian worldview by integrating life and all studies with the Bible.  (II Pet. 1:3) 
• To teach the student to hide God’s Word in his heart through memorization and meditation.  (Ps. 119:11; Ps. 1:1-3) 
• To teach the student how to study God’s Word.   (II Tim. 2:15) 
• To help the student develop his self-image as a unique individual created in the image of God and to attain his fullest 

potential.  (Ps. 139:13-16) 
• To teach the student to treat everyone with love and respect as unique individuals created in God’s image.  (Phil. 2:1-

4; Eph. 5:21) 
• To teach the student how to become a contributing member of his society by realizing his need to serve others.   (Gal. 

5:13; Rom. 12:10) 
• To teach the student biblical skills for personal and social relationships.  (Ps. 119:9; Eph. 4:12) 
• To teach the student the biblical view of dating, marriage, and the family.  (I Thess. 4:1-7; I Tim 4:12; Gen. 2:18-25; 

Eph. 5:22-33) 
• To teach the student physical fitness, good health habits, and wise use of the body as the Temple of God.  (I Cor. 

6:19-20) 
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• To teach the student biblical attitudes toward material things and his responsibility for using them to God’s glory.  (I 
Tim. 6:17-19; Matt. 8:19-20; I Cor. 10:31) 

• To teach the student to understand and use the fundamental processes in communicating and dealing with others 
(such as reading, writing, speaking, listening, and mathematics).  (II Cor. 5:20) 

• To teach the student an appreciation of the Fine Arts. 
• To teach and encourage the student to use good study skills and habits.  (II Tim. 2:3-7) 
• To teach the student how to research and to reason logically from a biblical perspective.  (Heb. 5:14; Rom. 12:2) 
• To teach the student creative and critical thinking based upon the proper use of biblical criteria for evaluation.  (II Tim. 

3:14-17) 
• To teach the student good citizenship through an understanding and appreciation of our Christian and American 

heritages (home, church, nation).  (I Cor. 10:11;  Rom. 13:1-7) 
• To use current affairs in all areas, teaching the student how they relate to God’s plan for man. 
• To teach the student an understanding of and an appreciation for God’s world, developing an awareness of man’s role 

in his environment and his God-given responsibility to subdue, use, and preserve it properly.  (Ps. 8:6; Heb. 2:6-8) 
 
Membership 
Membership of the Association shall be comprised of those who meet the following requirements: 

A.  All parents or guardians of children currently attending Peoria Christian School.  However, only those parents or 
guardians who are current with their tuition within thirty (30) days of the record date established by the Bylaws 
shall be entitled to vote, each having one vote. 

B. All parents or guardians of graduates of Peoria Christian School, and Peoria Christian School alumni, who (1) are 
eighteen (18) years of age or older and (2) have made contributions of at least One-Hundred Dollars ($100.00) to 
Peoria Christian School within the previous twelve (12) months prior to the record date established by the Bylaws 
are members and shall be entitled to vote, each having one vote. 

C. The Superintendent, principal(s), teachers, and other employed personnel of Peoria Christian School, and their 
spouses, if any, who are under current contract with Peoria Christian School and who are current with their tuition, 
if applicable, within thirty (30) days of the record date established by the Bylaws are members and shall be 
entitled to vote, each having one vote. 
 

Parent Responsibilities 
Parents are encouraged to be involved in the education of their children.  It is the primary responsibility of parents to 
educate their child(ren).  PCS parents have chosen to enlist the support and help of Peoria Christian School in fulfilling 
this responsibility.  However, each parent must remain actively involved in and out of school in providing the proper 
educational environment for their child(ren). 
 
• Prayer Support – Both the parents and the school assume the responsibility of praying for both the school and 

teachers involved in the education of their children. 
 
• Financial Support – Parents are encouraged to faithfully consider how they might give to the school in addition to 

tuition.  Tuition covers approximately 88% of the budgetary needs of the school.  Peoria Christian School is committed 
to keeping tuition as reasonable as possible, and therefore, it is incumbent upon others to supply the additional 12%.  
While we rely solely on God for this provision, we believe it is necessary to make our needs known and solicit support 
in accordance with God’s will. 

 
• Read and abide by the Parent/Student Handbook – Each parent should read and determine to follow the instruction of 

the Parent/Student Handbook.  It is the parent’s responsibility to ensure that students follow this handbook as well. 
 
ACCREDITATION 
 
Peoria Christian School is accredited by the Association of Christian Schools International. We are also accredited by 
North Central Association through AdvancED.  We are certified by the Illinois State Board of Education as a fully 
recognized non-public school. Finally, we are members of the Coalition of Non-Public Schools which is an Illinois 
organization serving over 200 schools. 
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COMPLAINTS 
 
Anonymous Complaints 
It is virtually impossible for staff members to address problems and concerns if they have no idea who is making the 
complaint and the particular circumstances.  Therefore, other than for child abuse situations and school safety situations, 
we will not be able to act on anonymous tips or information. 
 
Resolution of Problems 
We believe the principles found in Matthew 18 should be used when any problem or misunderstanding occurs.  When you 
go to the person(s) directly involved in the problem or misunderstanding, you can generally solve most of the problems.  
Administration should be brought into the issue only after the parents, students, and teachers have discussed the 
situation. We believe going directly to the person involved and if necessary bringing someone with you is always the 
course of action to follow.  Should you need more information about using the principles in Matthew 18, please contact 
your building principal. 
 
Contacting Teachers  
If a conference or phone call is needed between home and school, please contact your child’s teacher by e-mail or 
through the building principal’s office.  Extreme discretion should be used when contacting teachers at their home.  
Complaints or problems should be resolved with the following procedure: 

1. All questions, complaints, concerns, or problems should be brought to the teacher first before anyone else is 
involved. 

2. If the situation is not resolved, then it should be brought to the respective principal. 
3. If resolution is still not made, it should be then presented to the Superintendent. 
4. Finally, the matter can be referred to the Board, as appropriate. 
 

ENROLLMENT 
 
Application Fee 
Each application must be accompanied by the application fee:  $105.00 for the first child and $55.00 for each additional 
child. 
 
Tuition 
The cost to parents of sending a student to Peoria Christian School is determined by both tuition and fees.  All payments 
should be made payable to Peoria Christian School.  Tuition is recommended by the Board and approved by the 
Association. 
  
Tuition Payment: Tuition may be paid yearly (in advance), by semester (in advance), by quarter (in advance) or by 12 
monthly payments.  For monthly payments, parents will be required to provide us with a signed ACH Form that allows us 
to deduct the monthly tuition (and building fee if necessary) on a monthly basis.  If payments come back as an NSF or are 
stopped for any reason, the parents are required to pay the monthly amount plus a $10 fee by cash or cashiers check 
within ten (10) business days.  If more than one (1) payment is delinquent and arrangements have not been made with 
the Administrator, your student(s) will not be allowed to attend school until the account is made current. 
  
Report cards may be held, Power School access may be blocked, and no official transcripts or official records can be 
transferred to other schools if a family is in arrears on tuition payments or a student owes fines of $15.00 or more for the 
following: 

• Library fines and other charges made for the loss, misuse, or destruction of school property; 
• Charges for the purchase of class rings, yearbooks, pictures, or similar items; 
• Charges for optional travel undertaken by a school club or group of students outside of school hours;  
• Charges for admission to school sponsored events; and 
• Optional community service programs for which fees are charged. 

 
Each time a payment is returned, your account will be automatically assessed a $10.00 charge. 
 
IMPORTANT - Please remember that tuition payments are not tax-deductible. 
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Building Fee 
A building fee (amount set by the school Board) will be charged to each family.  It may be paid in a one-time sum or 
divided by twelve (12) and paid monthly with tuition.  This fee is considered a part of the tuition account. 
 
Gifts 
A Special Note To Parents - Since tuition does not meet all of the operating expenses to educate a child, PCS must rely 
on the generous gifts of parents and others concerned for Christian education.  Opportunities will be provided throughout 
the school year for parents to help meet the costs of educating their children.  Peoria Christian School assumes that 
parents normally desire to help as much as the Lord enables them to help meet this need. 
 
IMPORTANT - Please remember that tuition payments are not tax-deductible. 
 
DONATIONS MADE TO PCS ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 
 
Nondiscrimination Policy 
Peoria Christian School admits students of any race, color, or national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, 
programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, or national or ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, 
scholarship and loan programs, athletic programs, or other school-administrated programs. 
 
FUNDRAISING 
 
Only those fundraising activities approved by the administration will be permitted to function. No fundraising by outside 
groups or individual students will be allowed unless approved by the administration.  While we invite families to participate 
in our fundraising activities, we understand that you may not always be able to do so.  
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Church Attendance 
As a Christian school, we require all of our students and parents to be faithful and regular in attendance at their own local 
church. 
 
College Prep 
Peoria Christian School equips students to enter and engage at the collegiate level. 
 
Copy Machines 
We are not able to run copies on our office machines for parents or students.  Middle and High School students may have 
copies made in the High School Library or Middle School office for 10¢ per copy. 
 
Infections/Diseases 
Any PCS student who is diagnosed as carrying a disease classified as communicable will not be allowed to attend classes 
at Peoria Christian School while the disease is present.  Once the school has written verification the child is disease free, 
he/she may be considered for enrollment or re-enrollment (Examples of communicable diseases would be Hepatitis or 
HIV). 
 
Inclement Weather 
Should school need to be canceled because of snow or other inclement weather conditions, this announcement will be 
aired over the following stations: TV stations WMBD (Channel 31), WEEK (Channel 25) and WHOI (Channel 19), radio 
stations WCIC (91.5 FM), WMBD (1470 AM) and WBNH (88.5 FM), our Facebook page, texting service, and our website, 
www.peoriachristian.org.  
 
Please be aware that delayed openings may also be announced.  We could possibly delay the opening of school for one 
or two hours (or potentially decide to cancel) depending upon weather conditions.  Please continue to listen and/or watch 
for updates on the above listed locations. If we have school, and you believe it is unsafe for your family, please make the 
decision that is best for you.   
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Parent Volunteers 
We could not function well without the numerous people who help us in so many ways.  Thank you for your unselfish and 
untiring devotion to the Lord, the school, and our children.  We would like to ask one favor if you choose to volunteer.  In a 
classroom, please understand the need to be a good example in the areas of conduct and dress.  We request that you 
follow the teacher’s dress code when working in a position of authority. (Examples: classroom aides, picture person 
program, library volunteers, computer volunteers, room mothers, field trip monitors, etc.)  When performing other 
volunteer responsibilities, we ask that you follow the student’s dress code.  (Examples: lunchroom volunteers, nurses, milk 
moms, Campbell Soup Label counters, etc.)  Please sign in and out on the volunteer clipboard in your building office and 
get your name tag each time you volunteer.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Illinois state statutes require all schools to recite the Pledge of Allegiance each day.  We have the expectation that all 
students will participate. 
 
School Business Hours 
Each building school office will be open for business from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm each day, Monday-Friday. The business 
office will be open from 8:00 am until 4:30 pm each day, Monday-Friday.  Please try to come in during those times. 
 
School Records 
The school maintains cumulative, academic, and health records for each student enrolled and for students who graduate 
from Peoria Christian School.  Information from the student’s permanent record will be given out to the following: 
• Per the Illinois Student Records Act (Public Act 79-1108), parents and students 18 years of age or older have the right 

to inspect and copy the student’s academic and health records.  Requests should be made to the principal.   
• To the military, colleges, and universities upon the parent’s or student’s, 18 years of age or older, written request. 
• To prospective employers upon receipt of written request from parents or students 18 years of age or older. 
• To the court system or other authorized state and federal agencies by parental permission or by warrant.  (Parents 

and/or 18 years of age or older students will be notified.) 
 
Transfer of School Records 
Upon receipt of requests for school records from a school to which a student is transferring, we will process the request 
within ten days. Parents or students 18 years of age, or graduates may request copies of unofficial school records.  These 
requests will be processed as quickly as possible.   
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  Peoria Christian School 
  Information For Families With 
  PK3 and PK4 Students  

 
MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 
 
Mission Statement:  Peoria Christian School supports the Christian home and church by preparing students to lead 
Christ-like lives through a biblical approach to education.   
 
Vision Statement: To produce academically skilled students who are equipped with a biblical worldview and who will 
impact the world for Christ. 
 
Peoria Christian Elementary School Vision Statement: Using academic excellence as the vehicle, Peoria Christian 
Elementary will build a foundation of knowing Christ, living a life for Christ, and telling others of Christ. 
 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”  Mark 
12:30 (NIV) 
 
 EARLY EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY 
 
Purpose Statement 
• Supports the Christian home and church by recognizing the families’ role as primary educators of their children. 

(Deuteronomy 11:19) 
• Prepares students to lead Christ-like lives through a Biblical approach to education. (Deuteronomy 4:9) 
• Creates a nurturing environment by using age-appropriate methods. 
• Recognizes the foundational aspect of Early Childhood Education and provides learning opportunities through 

exploration, hands-on material, individual choice, play, movement, and sensory experiences. 
• Gives opportunities to form a solid academic foundation in reading and math readiness. 
• Facilitates growth in the development of gross and fine motor skills. 
• Promotes character development and spiritual growth of each child. (Mark 12:30) 

 
Teaching Biblical Truths 
• Highlights the importance and uniqueness of the Word of God as living, timeless, and practical. 
• Teaches Biblical truths through age-appropriate Bible stories. 
• Emphasizes the gift of prayer as communication with God, our Creator through Jesus, our Savior and Friend. 
• Encourages the character qualities of Jesus Christ and the fruit of the Spirit. 
 
Educational Philosophy  
• Intellectually – Implements a variety of activities to provide opportunity for a child’s brain to develop. 
• Physically – Involves children in activities in safe exploration as they go through stages of development at their own 

individual rates. (Psalm 139:14) 
• Spiritually – Builds spiritual growth on concepts learned early in life, such as “God loves me.”  “God made me.” And “I 

can love and help other people.” 
• Socially/Emotionally – Teaches social/emotional growth as they are shown the importance of self-control, encouraged 

to solve their own problems, and learn how to express and receive forgiveness. 
• Provides opportunities for meaningful experiences and the opportunity for creative expression. 
• Respects the child’s individual time table by creating a learning environment that provides instruction within the 

context of the child’s developmental level. 
• Provides a balanced approach to education, addressing the intellectual, physical, social/emotional, and spiritual needs 

of the pre-kindergarten student. 
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ACCREDITATION 
 
Peoria Christian School Preschool is accredited by the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI) and exempt 
from state licensing. We are committed to on-going monitoring to maintain compliance. 
  
EARLY EDUCATION OBJECTIVES 
 
Intellectual Growth   
Pre-K 3 
Reading Readiness: 
• Participates in songs and rhymes  
• Repeats finger plays 
• Understands: up/down, stop/go, fast/slow, open/close, happy/sad, hot/cold 
• Recognizes 8 basic colors 
• Identifies first name 
• Uses words to express own feelings 
• Verbalizes own ideas/feelings 

 
Math Readiness: 
• Understands concepts: full/empty 
• Sorts objects by: size/shape/color 
• Identifies 8 basic shapes 
• Identifies some numbers 0-10 
• Compares objects 
• Recognizes same and different 
• Orders objects from smallest to largest 
• Counts objects 1-10 
• Rote counts  
  
Pre-K 4 
Reading Readiness: 
• Identifies 8 basic colors 
• Participates in songs and actions 
• Participates in finger plays 
• Identifies own name 
• Identifies letters of the alphabet 
• Verbalizes own ideas/feelings 
 
Math Readiness: 
• Understands calendar (knows next day/week) 
• Recognizes similarities/differences 
• Classifies objects by size and color 
• Completes 10- to 12-piece puzzles 
• Identifies numerals 0 through 20 
• Names shapes: circle, square, triangle, rectangle, diamond, oval 
• Counts objects 0-20 
   
Physical Growth 
Pre-K 3 
Gross Motor 
• Climbs stairs with alternating feet 
• Puts on coat or sweater 
• Pulls on shoes 
• Imitates actions modeled by teacher 
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• Climbs up and down play equipment with ease 
• Moves creatively to music 
• Catches a ball with two hands 
• Runs, jumps, and gallops 
 
Fine Motor 
• Completes 3-5 and 5-7 pieces puzzles 
• Draws using crayons or markers 
• Cuts with scissors (but not necessarily following a line) 
• Builds with blocks 
• Draws a circle 
• Stirs liquids with a spoon 
• Begins to draw human figures (head and feet) 
• Snaps, zips, and buttons 
• Strings objects 
• Pours rice and sand 
 
Pre-K 4 
Gross Motor 
• Moves up and down stairs with alternating feet 
• Stands on one foot for five seconds or more 
• Hangs from climbing equipment 
• Throws and catches a ball 
• Balances on either foot for 10 seconds 
• Hops forward/in place 4-8 times on either foot 
• Pulls on shoes 
• Puts on coat/sweater 
 
Fine Motor 
• Strings small objects 
• Completes 10-12 piece puzzles 
• Snaps, zips, button 
• Uses proper amount of glue 
• Holds/uses scissors properly 
• Cuts on line  
• Traces dotted lines 
• Displays pre-writing skills 
• Prints name 

Social and Emotional Growth 
Pre-K 3 
• Plays singularly with sustained interest alongside or among other children or adults 
• Interacts with another child or children 
• Shows friendliness/kindness to others 
• Helps with clean up and table settings 
• Shows confidence in expressing own ideas 
• Shares materials 
• Takes turns 
• Shows respect for others’ belongings 
• Works and plays cooperatively with others 
• Separates from parents with ease 
• Keeps hands to own self 
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Pre-K 4 
• Works and plays cooperatively with others 
• Gains control over feelings 
• Engages in role play and dramatic play 
• Responds positively to the teacher’s guidance 
• Engages in cooperative play 
• Learns social behavior by watching and imitating 
• Follows 3- to 5-step requests 
• Shows appropriate self-confidence 
• Adjusts well to change 
 
Enjoy creative expression 
• be encouraged to express creativity within their own multiple intelligences and are provided the materials for this 

expression 
• be free to work with mediums that uniquely express the creative element art whether teacher-directed or student-

initiated 
• creative expression through songs and stories 
• use imagination in dramatic center play 
• find creative solutions to problems that arise during center play 

 
Cognitive Learning 
• Be able to interact with peers in various learning activities, including the ability to explore, create, experiment, 

observe, plan, reason, investigate, and question 
 
Self 
Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4 
• Acknowledges that God gave him or her abilities to think, work, and play 
• Displays feelings of sadness after doing things that are wrong 
• Demonstrates the ability to make good choices 

 
Family 
Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4 
• Talks about his or her family 
• Demonstrates cooperation with the adults in his or her family 
• Accepts and obeys family rules 
• Helps with responsibilities at home 
 
Others 
Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4 
• Demonstrates helpfulness to others 
• Shows friendliness to others 
• Accepts contributions of others to the group 
• Demonstrates empathy to others 
• Willingly shares with others 
 
Spiritual Growth 
(Teaching in Christian Weekday Early Education pg. 261) 
 
Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4 
Creation 
• Acknowledges that God is the Creator of people, plants, animals,  
       and things in the world 
• Demonstrates acceptance of differences in people 
• Demonstrates acceptance of his or her role in helping to take care of the things God made 
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God/Jesus/Holy Spirit 
• Talks about how Jesus is God 
• Acknowledges that Jesus did things that people cannot do 
• Asks questions or tells about Jesus dying on the cross, being buried, and is alive again 
• Accepts that God loves him or her despite the wrong things  

he may say or do 
• Realizes that God has a plan for his or her life 
 
Bible 
• Listens attentively to short Bible stories 
• Participates in group prayer time with a quiet body, folded hands, and/or verbalization 
• Verbalizes Bible truth/memory verses 
• Recalls portions of the Bible stories heard in class 
• Demonstrates understanding that the Bible contains rules that are to be applied to his or her life 
 
ATTENDANCE PROCEDURE MAIN CAMPUS 
 
Each day the person dropping your child off will be responsible to check your child in and out by signing the clipboard with 
their initials. It will be on a shelf outside the classroom. 
 
If your child arrives after 8:30, you will need to go to the elementary office to sign him/her in for the day. When your child 
is not at school, please call the office or send a note to his/her teacher if you know ahead of time about the absence. 
If your child forgets something, please take it to the elementary office. The secretary will make sure it gets to your child’s 
classroom. 
 
For dismissal, please be in the area outside the side(North) door at 11:15 a.m.  All Pre-K classes will be in lines with their 
teachers inside the building to be dismissed to you as you wait outside.  Those staying for extended care will stay in a 
room with a teacher.  Your timeliness of pick-up at 11:15 is crucial.  Please be on time.  If you need to come into the 
building for any reason you will need to park in a regular parking spot, then come inside.  Please have you child with you 
at all times and sign in at the office as well. 
 
When your child is staying for extended care he/she may be picked up by a responsible older sibling or older carpool 
student whom you designate. 
 
ATTENDANCE PROCEDURE NORTH CAMPUS 
 
If your child comes to school after 8:45 a.m. the teacher will mark them tardy. You may call the teachers on their cell 
phone to let them know if they will not be attending school that day. If you know ahead that they will miss school, you may 
send a note to notify the teacher. If there is a time you need to pick your child up before dismissal time, you may use the 
walkie talkie radio that is located on the counter by the locked doorway to the Pre-K Hallway.  
 
BOOK BAGS 
 
All students will need a book bag as they attend their Pre-K class. We recommend the book bag be large enough for the 
folder that goes home with them daily. Please check your child’s book bag each day for important papers.  
 
CLASSROOM CONDUCT 
 
Pre-K 3  
• Sits quietly and attentively during circle time 
• Listens to and follows directions 
• Works independently with teacher assistance 
• Completes tasks 
• Participates in group activities 
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Pre-K 4 
• Sits quietly and attentively for appropriate length of time 
• Raises hand and waits for teacher’s attention 
• Listens to and follows directions  
• Works independently 
• Works without being easily distracted 
• Completes tasks 
• Participates in group activities 
• Assumes class responsibilities 
• Learns respectful treatment of the Bible and the American and Christian flags 
 
CURRICULUM 
 
Pre-K 3 
We use Scripture Bites by Standard Publishing for a theme-based approach to teaching this class.  We will study a unit for 
two weeks, incorporating a variety of activities for the students to be involved in during their time at school.  The Bible-
based curriculum includes centers such as housekeeping, blocks, table games, art, books, science, and music.  The 
students will learn a Bible verse with each unit. Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, Math and Fine Arts are included 
throughout the year. The students will participate in large and small group activities, as well as individual choice time.  
Fine and gross motor activities will be utilized as well.  A variety of materials will be used such as paints, sand and water 
table, crayons, scissors, glue, Play-Doh, blocks, and beads.   
 
Pre-K 4 
We use Scripture Bites by Standard Publishing. It is a theme-based approach to teaching. We will study a unit for one 
week at a time. This Bible-based curriculum includes centers that incorporate a variety of activities. The students discuss 
basic Bible stories, apply these to their lives, and learn Bible verses. 
 
We introduce the alphabet, the letter sounds, and the phrases used in kindergarten's ABeka reading program.  Show and 
Tell is used as an opportunity for the students to apply the letter sounds to objects that they bring to school.  Science, 
Social Studies, and Fine Arts are included throughout the year. In Math, we teach numerals 1-20.  The students count 
using one-to-one correspondence, recognize numerals 1-20, and count by rote to 20. Each classroom has a number line 
to 100. The numbers 0-100 will be introduced. The students identify shapes, classify objects, and identify patterns.  We 
use a variety of methods and materials to teach the students.  They will have the opportunity to participate in large and 
small groups, as well as individual activities using large and small muscles.  Games, blocks, beads, Legos, Play-Doh, and 
sand and water tables are used in the classroom.  Students participate in cutting and gluing activities, as well as self-help 
skills such as zipping and buttoning. 
 
DISCIPLINE 
 
Pre-K 3 & 4 
PCS is an atmosphere of positive Christian standards of conduct. We provide an opportunity for the development of 
strong Christian character. Students will be given the following guidelines for the classroom: 

 
A child’s behavior is redirected if it is inappropriate or harmful to another child.  A child who continues to disrupt the class 
or bother another child will be spoken to about their behavior. If the behavior continues, the child will take a time-out (5 
min. for 4-5-year-olds, and 3 min. for 3-year-olds). If a student does something very serious, they will be given a time-out 
immediately or taken to see the principal.  You will be informed about any serious behavior. If there is a consistent 
problem, the teacher will work with the parents to develop a plan to help the child learn to obey right away. 
 
DRESS CODE FOR PRE-K 3 & 4 
 
THE ADMINISTRATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE IF A STUDENT IS NOT DRESSED MODESTLY, 
NEATLY, OR APPROPRIATELY. 
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General Philosophy for Dress Code 
The standard of dress at Peoria Christian School is designed to reflect modesty, neatness, and appropriateness. It is 
designed to contribute to the distinctive Christian education and promote an effective learning environment. 
• Modesty can be defined as making sure our bodies are covered in such a way as to honor the Lord and not to offend 

and/or tempt those around us. 
• Neatness can be defined as a look that is clean with clothes that are proper fitting and in good repair. 
• Appropriateness can be defined as wearing clothes that fit the occasion. In a school setting, appropriate clothes are 

those that do not hinder the educational process or draw attention to one self. 
 
General Guidelines (Pre-K 3 & 4) Boys & Girls 
• Shirts/tops with logos associated with non-Christian values are not acceptable. 
• Pullover and zipped, hooded sweatshirts are acceptable. 
• Girls’ midriffs must be covered. 
• Girls’ tank or spaghetti tops may not be worn without a shirt underneath that meets dress code requirements. 
• Army fatigues are not acceptable. Any color of camouflage covering the entire outfit head to toe is not acceptable. 
 
Acceptable Pants/Shorts: 
• Jeans that are free from tears, holes, frayed spots, patches, and fit properly. 
• Khaki style and twill pants that are free from tears, frayed spots, patches, and fit properly. Sweatpants, running pants, 

stretch pants, and athletic pants are acceptable. 
• Dress slacks 
• Shorts (Boys) – at least mid-thigh in length, non-athletic shorts 
• Shorts (Girls) – capri’s and shorts at least mid-thigh in length, non-athletic shorts. 
• Dress/Skirts or skorts (Girls) – length should be no shorter than mid-thigh, even when leggings are worn. 
 
Styles, Fads, Miscellaneous: 
• No hats, caps, bandanas, or “do” rags – this applies before, during and after school as well as all school related 

events. 
• Boys may not wear earrings. 
• Tattoos are not allowed. 
• Shoes are to be worn at all times. Students may have difficulty running on the playground and walking on the 

carpeted floors when wearing flip flops or sandals without heel straps. The best shoe for playing on the playground or 
in the gym for recess is a tennis shoe.  
 
Hair Guidelines: 

• Hair must be neatly groomed and remain one of the natural colors (brown, black, blonde, and red). Attention drawing 
hairstyles are not acceptable. 

• Styles with too much height or girth are not acceptable. 
• For boys, hair must be above the eyebrows, off the collar, and cannot come past the middle of the ear. 

 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES FOR FAMILIES 
 
The aim of Peoria Christian Early Education program is to spiritually, socially/emotionally, physically, and cognitively 
prepare children and their families for the coming years of formal schooling. Parents will… 
 
• Understand the importance of being the primary educator of their child and of participating in the educational process 
• Partner with the school in providing an enriched educational experience for their child 
• Understand the significance of continuing Christian education through elementary, secondary, and college years 

 
EXTENDED CARE MAIN CAMPUS 
 
We offer Extended Care to families with Pre-K 3- and 4-year-olds for an additional fee. Services may be used on a 
consistent basis or as needed. Teachers will communicate with parents if there is a concern regarding the readiness of 
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the child for a full day program. Consistent use fees will be included with the yearly contract. Occasional use of extended 
care will be billed monthly.  
• This service is available 11:15 a.m. until 3:15 p.m.  
•  A typical schedule includes: 
 
 11:15  Prepare for lunch 
 11:30  Lunch in Pre-K room 
 12:00  Center Time 
 12:30  Rest time 
   2:00  Wake up/shoes on/cots are put away 
   2:15  Snack 
   2:30  Recess 
   3:00  Prepare to go home 
 
Parents will need to provide a nutritional lunch for their child.  Milk may be purchased in the business office for a 
designated fee for the whole year. Milk costs will be prorated if buying for less than a year.  The choices of milk include: 
2%, skim, or chocolate.  Students will need to wait until they are older to use the microwaves.  Parents will be asked to 
periodically supply the afternoon snack and drink for the Extended Care students. Cots with sheets are provided for each 
child. They may bring a small pillow, blanket or stuffed animal that will be kept here with their cot. 
Please refer to Potty Training section. The same policy applies to extended care. 
   
FIELD TRIPS 
 
Pre-K 4 
Main Campus & North Campus: 
Field trips will be used as an extension of the classroom.  Some possibilities are the fire station (to coincide with our 
Community Helper Unit) and the park (end of the year time with friends) 
 
ILLNESS 
 
PCS requires that students who have fevers over 100, are vomiting, or have contagious symptoms stay home.  Students 
may return to school 24 hours after the last symptoms have left and/or normal temperature is maintained without 
medication. 
 
This policy is also followed for extended care students. If the child does not attend the Pre-K morning class, then 
Extended Care services are not available to him/her for that day. If there is a routine appointment during a portion of the 
morning class time, the child would be able to return and stay for Extended Care.  We recommend 10-12 hours of sleep 
each night for Pre-K students. 
  
PARKING MAIN CAMPUS 
 
Please enter the north parking lot from California Avenue in the morning. Pull ahead as far as possible in the parking lot in 
the driving lanes before bringing students inside the building. Pre-K students may use the north or west door. The 
students are to be taken to and dismissed from the classroom every day. We ask the parents to drop them off at the 
classroom door and not enter the room. Students learn quickly the morning duties they need to perform each day. The 
teacher will be able to help your child adjust to the classroom and the routine.  If your child is anxious about staying at 
school, typically he/she will cry only a few minutes after you leave. 
 
PARKING AND DROP OFF NORTH CAMPUS 
 
The first two weeks of school we would like you to park and walk your child into the hallway and help them with their folder 
and backpack. The teachers will give you specific dates that the drop off and pick up procedure will start. Rules for carport 
procedure: 
• pull car under carport 
• child will only get out or get in the vehicle from backseat passenger side (regardless of where their car seat is located) 
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• parents are to stay in vehicle and let teacher hold hand of child to help them in/out of vehicle 
• drop off procedure – look for yellow smile face on foyer door. It means the teacher is available to pick up your child. 

The time frame is 8:30 - 8:45 a.m. 
• Pick up procedure – please put child’s name in windshield of vehicle. The teacher will walk child to vehicle and open 

door for them to get in. Drive the vehicle to parking lot area and then help get child strapped in their car seat. This will 
allow the flow of traffic to go smoothly under the car port. Time frame for pick up is 11:30 -11:45 a.m. 

• If you miss the time frame for drop off or pick up, please park in parking lot and walk your child in to the hallway and 
ask an aide to help your child before you leave. 

 
POTTY TRAINING 
 
Pre-K 3 & 4 
Children are expected to be fully potty trained before entering the preschool program. By the term, “fully potty trained,” we 
mean that the child will be able to express his need to go to the restroom, be able to pull his clothing down, wipe and pull 
his clothing back up. Students may not wear pull-ups to school. You are asked to bring a spare set of clothing in case of 
the occasional accident. These accidents are a part of the growing process and will be handled in a kind and gentle way, 
with respect for the child’s feelings. 
 
If a pattern of accidents occurs, your child’s teacher will contact you to discuss what further measures may be taken. 
Please be aware that if your child does not demonstrate being fully potty trained, you will be asked to withdraw him from 
the program until full potty training has been achieved. If daily or multiple accidents occur in a three-day period, the child 
will be asked to stay home for one week. If multiple accidents occur in a two-week period, the child will be asked to stay 
home for two weeks. 
 
SCHEDULE 
 
Pre-K 3 
Main Campus – Two Options  
• Tuesday, Thursday; or, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday.  The class meets 8:30 - 11:15 a.m. 
 
North Campus – One Option 
• Monday, Wednesday, Friday. The class meets 8:45 - 11:25 a.m. 
 
Pre-K 4 
Main Campus – Two Options 
• Monday through Friday, or Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday.  The class meets 8:30 - 11:15 a.m.  
 
North Campus – One Option 
• Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. The class time is 8:45 - 11:30 a.m.  
 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 
The Elementary Office will have a current school supply list. All students will need backpacks.  We recommend the 
backpack be large enough to keep the student's work in it. Please check your child's backpack each night for important 
papers. 
 
SHOW AND TELL 
 
The four-year-olds will also have the opportunity to participate in Show and Tell.  During the second semester, the 
students may bring items designated by the teacher.  As the letter sounds are introduced, the students may bring 
something for Show and Tell that begins with that letter.  We do not want your child's toys broken or lost, so they will not 
be allowed to play with them at recess. Other than for show and tell, students are not allowed to bring toys to school. 
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SNACK AND DRINK 
 
Snacks will be served daily. Students will be given a nutritious drink and snack.  Each parent will receive a schedule for 
the year and will be asked to help supply the drink and snack for their scheduled week.   
 
Birthday treats may be sent to school with your child. Please get prior permission from your child's teacher to prevent any 
conflicts. 
 
SPECIAL AREA CLASSES AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Pre-K 4 
Main Campus/ These students will participate in library once a month. 
 
North Campus/ These students will participate in Spanish class once a month. 
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  Peoria Christian School 
  Information For Families With 
  PK – 4th Grade Students  
 

MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 
 
Mission Statement:  Peoria Christian School supports the Christian home and church by preparing students to lead 
Christ-like lives through a biblical approach to education.   
 
Vision Statement: To produce academically skilled students who are equipped with a biblical worldview and who will 
impact the world for Christ. 
 
Peoria Christian Elementary School Vision Statement: Using academic excellence as the vehicle, Peoria Christian 
Elementary will build a foundation of knowing Christ, living a life for Christ, and telling others of Christ. 
 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”  Mark 
12:30 (NIV) 
 
SCHOOL HOURS 
 
 FULL DAY HALF-DAY  
PK 8:30 am – 11:15 am 8:30 am – 11:15 am 
KDG– 1st 8:30 am –   3:10 pm 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
2nd – 4th 8:30 am –   3:15 pm 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 

 
Pre-K School Days 
3PK2  Tuesday, Thursday 
3PK3  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
4PK3  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
4PK5  Monday – Friday 
                
Chapel Schedule 
KDG.  Wednesday  2:30 pm-3:00 pm 
1st – 4th   Wednesday  8:45 am – 9:15 am 
  
Lunch Schedule 
Extended Care 11:30 am – 12:00 noon 
1st – 4th 11:25 am – 11:47 am 
KDG 11:45 am – 12:10 am 

 
BUILDING HOURS 
 
Generally, K - 4th grade students are admitted to the classroom 10 minutes before school begins.  Teachers supervise 
students arriving between 8:00-8:20 in the North Gym.  Students arriving between 8:20-8:30 may go directly to 
classroom.  Pre-K students must be taken directly to the classroom and signed in. 
 
Students are asked to vacate the building as soon as school ends. 
Younger siblings are not permitted to wait for older siblings who have games or practices after school. 
 
Students who need to see a teacher or go to the library after school may do so if he/she promptly goes to those locations.  
Please leave the building when finished, and do not abuse the privilege.  If the student needs to return inside the building 
after dismissal, an adult must accompany him. 
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Parents need to please wait for their students after school in the area outside the building doors to allow the 
students to line up for dismissal in the hallways. If you need to wait inside the building for any other reason,  
please wait by the elementary office area on the benches keeping the hallway accessible for the students to exit 
the building safely.  Please keep any siblings waiting with you at all times as well. 
 
Elementary students, PK – 4, are not allowed to go to the food and beverage machine area before or after school. 
 
After 3:30 pm, all remaining elementary students are to be picked up in front of the building on California Avenue.  After-
school charges may be made to parents whose children are not picked up by 4:00 pm on a frequent basis. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
This handbook is a summary of the school’s rules and expectations, and is not a comprehensive statement of school 
procedures. The school reserves the right to add, delete, or amend school rules, policies, or procedures as necessary. 
 
ABSENCES/ATTENDANCE 
 
Absences 
If your child is absent, please call the school office by 9:00 am on the day of the absence.  If we do not receive this call, 
we will call you.  Please be prepared to give reasons for the absence. 
Legitimate reasons for absences include sickness, death in the family, doctor or dental appointments, and other 
emergencies.  
 
Parents should make every effort to not take extended (week or more) family vacations while school is in session. 
Absences in excess of 20 days per YEAR will place promotion in jeopardy.  Parents will be notified if a student 
accumulates an excessive amount of absences. 
 
If it is known ahead of time that a student will be absent, a note should be sent to the teacher several days before the 
planned absence.  Any student who receives his/her assignments before an absence will be expected to have them 
completed when he/she returns to school unless the nature of the absence prevents this. All make-up work from an 
absence due to sickness must be returned in a reasonable amount of time.  
 
Parents must come to the office to sign their child in and out if arriving or leaving during school.  The secretary will call the 
student out of class when leaving.  Please do not go directly to the classroom. 
 
If a student is absent for two clock hours or more, he/she will be considered absent for one-half day.  If a student is absent 
for four clock hours or more, he/she will be considered absent for the entire day. 
A student must attend at least the second half of the school day (12:00 p.m. and after) to be eligible for any school 
sponsored event that evening.   
 
If a student is to remain indoors for a day of recesses or he cannot participate in music or physical education, a note with 
an explanation from the parents must be presented to the teacher.  For extended periods of non-participation, a note from 
the attending physician should be provided.  Students need activity to be ready to properly function in the classroom.  
Therefore, please do not send items for recesses that encourage passive activity. 
 
PCS requires that students who have fevers over 100, are vomiting, or have contagious symptoms stay home.  Students 
may return to school 24 hours after the last symptoms have left and/or normal temperature is maintained without 
medication. 
 
Inclement Weather 
Should school need to be canceled because of snow or other inclement weather conditions, this announcement will be 
aired over the following stations: Radio and TV stations WMBD (1470 AM and Channel 31), and WHOI TV (Channel 19), 
Radio Stations WCIC (91.5 FM) and WBNH (88.5 FM).  We will make every attempt to get this on the air by 6:30 am.  
Please do not call the school. 
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Tardy 
Punctuality is a virtue that should be cultivated in everyone’s life. We expect our students to be here before school begins 
each day.  Please arrive no later than 8:20 am to allow students sufficient time to go to lockers or take care of other 
necessities, so that they can be in their seats by 8:30 am.  Teaching and instructions for the day begin at this time.  If 
arriving late, students should check in at the office before going to their classroom. 
 
Consistent tardies will be dealt with on a case by case basis.  
NOTE:  TARDIES MAY BE WAIVED BY THE ADMINISTRATION FOR SUCH THINGS AS INCLEMENT WEATHER, 
DOCTOR AND DENTAL APPOINTMENTS, ETC. 
 
Truancy 
Absence without the parent’s and/or school’s knowledge and permission is considered truancy.  Normal discipline and 
academic penalties will be accorded. 
 
ACADEMICS 
 
Course Failure 
If a student fails a subject for the year, the elementary principal will decide what course of action is to be taken before the 
student is promoted or retained. 
 
Field Trips 
Various classes take trips to interesting and educational places in the area from time to time as a vital part of the 
instructional program.  Parents will be notified of trips beforehand and will need to complete a permission slip.  Fees may 
be charged to cover expenses.  Each field trip will have an appropriate dress code. Students are expected to attend and 
participate in field trips.  The students are expected to ride in the transportation provided by the school, unless prior 
arrangements have been made for parental transportation.  If the student misses any portion of the school day/event, 
he/she will be marked absent. 
  
Grading Scale  
Kindergarten Subjects  
O   Outstanding Bible Seatwork 
S   Satisfactory Reading Fine Motor Skills 
I     Improving Math Music 
N   Needs Improvement Penmanship Physical Education 
 
1st - 2nd Grades Grade Scale Subjects 

99-100 A+  Excellent Reading  
94-98 A    Excellent Grammar 
93 A-   Excellent Spelling 
92 B+  Above Average Math 
86-91 B    Above Average  
85 B-   Above Average  
84 C+  Average  
78-83 C    Average  
77 C-   Average  
76 D+  Below Average  
71-75 D    Below Average  
70 D-   Below Average  
0-69 F   Failure  
   
O  Outstanding  Bible 
S  Satisfactory  Penmanship 
N  Needs  Improvement  Science/Health 
  Social Studies 
  Music 
  Physical Education 
  Spanish 
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3rd – 4th Grades Grade Scale Subjects
99-100 A+  Excellent Bible 
94-98 A    Excellent Reading 
93 A-   Excellent Grammar 
92 B+  Above Average Spelling 
86-91 B    Above Average Math 
85 B-   Above Average Science/Health 
84 C+  Average History/Geography 
78-83 C    Average  
77 C-   Average  
76 D+  Below Average  
71-75 D    Below Average  
70 D-   Below Average  
0-69 F   Failure  
   
O  Outstanding  Penmanship 
S  Satisfactory  Music 
N  Needs Improvement  Physical Education 
  Spanish 
 
Homework 
Each student will have varying amounts of work to complete outside of school hours. The typical areas of homework 
include Bible verses, spelling/vocabulary words, math facts, and reading.  Other tests will be given in 3rd – 4th grades that 
include history and science. Parents should also insist their child regularly bring home papers (daily work, tests, projects, 
etc.) for them to see. 
 
While parents should assist by seeing that the homework is done and by explaining work when necessary, the work must 
be done by the student, and he/she must take the responsibility for it.  Parents can help their child in his/her homework by 
helping him/her establish good study habits. 
 
No homework will be given: 
1. Wednesdays 
2. Over extended holiday vacations 
3. Teachers will not give a test or make an assignment due on Thursdays, although a weekly spelling and Bible memory 

test may be given on Thursday if there is no school on Friday. 
 
Power School Parent Portal 
This portal gives 1st – 4th grade parents the opportunity to see their child’s current grades directly from the teacher’s on-
line grade book. Letters will be issued at the beginning of the school year which will include your parental user name and 
password for your child.  You can find a link to the Power School Parent Portal on the PCS website, 
www.peoriachristian.org, on the PCS Parent page. 
 
Testing 
A standardized test will be administered to students in grades 1-4 annually. The results will be shared with parents. Other 
assessments will be administered as needed. 
 
ASBESTOS MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
In accordance with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Act (AHERA, 40 CFR763), copies of the Peoria Christian School 
Asbestos Management Plan are on file in each building office.  These plans may be inspected by calling and making 
arrangements to view them through the building principal. 
 
PESTICIDE NOTIFICATION 
 
From time to time, Peoria Christian School applies pesticides, usually not during the normal school day.  Should you 
desire to be notified of any applications, please let your principal know this and we will contact you to inform you of an 
application schedule. 
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BALL GAME REGULATIONS 
 
Students in PK – 4th grade are not allowed to attend athletic events unless they are accompanied by an adult (older than 
high school age).  If attending a game, this age student must stay with that adult at all times. For all students, the 
hallways, lockers, and classrooms are off limits at all games.  Only the gym, front restrooms, and front lobby are open 
during the contest(s). 
 
BEFORE-SCHOOL CARE 
 
Students in PK – 4th grade may participate in the Before-School Care program between 6:30 – 8:00 am as a service to 
parents who need to be at work before 8:00 am. They will be supervised by a teacher in a classroom and a light breakfast 
will be served which is included in the cost. The students may work on homework during that time; the teacher will be 
available to offer assistance. You need to sign up in advance on a first come, first served basis (18 maximum students) 
with the Admissions Coordinator. 
 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
 
As a Christian school, we require all of our students and parents to be faithful and regular in attendance at their own local 
church. 
 
DANGEROUS OBJECTS OR WEAPONS 
 
No object that can cause serious bodily harm shall be brought to school or school functions.  This includes firearms, 
knives, martial arts weapons, lighters, matches and other objects or materials that are facsimiles or that could be 
brandished in such a manner as to cause harm or serious injury.  Any student in possession of one of these objects may 
be placed in in-school or out-of-school suspension pending an investigation, which may lead to an expulsion. 
 
DISCIPLINE 
 
Education at Peoria Christian School involves more than just quality academics.  Character building is an integral part of 
our program.  As Christians we operate from the premise that living lives based on biblical standards enables us to glorify 
and please God.  Within the school setting there are certain character traits, which not only please God, but also make for 
positive relationships within the school community.  Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
 
Each classroom teacher establishes rules for his/her classroom that promote Christian character and quality education.  
These are encouraged by instruction, motivation, and classroom discipline.  The teacher builds a positive relationship with 
each child so the child knows he/she is loved and respected as an individual.   
 
Parent cooperation and support are essential to help students grow in good behavior and to accomplish classroom 
success.  If a child shows no signs of eliminating the undesired behavior, the parents will be contacted via a note, email, 
phone call, or conference. If the problem continues after parent involvement in the discipline process, repeat offenses are 
directed to the elementary administration. 
 
The elementary principal discusses the situation with the child and prays with the student about the issue. The student 
may receive a variety of consequences based on the circumstances. The parent will receive a note from the principal if 
this was a repeat visit to her office or the circumstances warrant parent notification. You will be asked to sign a letter sent 
home with the child and return it to the office the next school day. 
 
School Expectations 
• Walk at all times when moving through the building. 
• Maintain a respectful attitude toward other classes while walking in the hallways. 
• Ball equipment and games should be used only in gym or during the designated recess. 
• Keep the restrooms neat and clean, and use appropriate behavior. 
• Take care of the supplies, equipment, and building God has blessed us with at PCS. 
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• Students who are responsible for causing damage to any PCS property or equipment will be expected to restore or 
replace as deemed necessary by the administration. 

• Students are to follow a “hands-off” policy: no fighting or the appearance of fighting, hitting, pushing, tackling, etc. 
• Follow all adult directions willingly and immediately. 
• Use appropriate language and tones while speaking. 
 
The principal reserves the right to waive, alter, or amend any of the consequences should there be any extenuating 
circumstances. 
 
Discipline Categories and Consequences 
Category I Behaviors 
• General misconduct 
• Disobedience 
• Poor attitudes 
• Disruptive classroom behavior 
• Inappropriate lunch/recess behavior 
• Others as classified by administration 
 
Category I Consequences 
• Handled by the classroom teacher 
• Loss of privilege 
• Additional work  
• Separation from others 
 
Category II Behaviors 
• Lack of respect for school facility 
• Lying 
• Cheating 
• Stealing 
• Physical or verbal aggression 
• Inappropriate touch 
• Inappropriate language 
• Repeated acts of misconduct 
• Blatant disrespect 
 
Category II Consequences 
• Handled by the classroom teacher or the principal and may result in notification of parents 
• Eating lunch at the office 
• Temporary removal from class 
• Loss of recesses up to 2 weeks 
• Removal of privileges such as parties and field trips 
• In-school suspension up to 2 hours 
• Probation for continued violations 
 
Category III Behaviors 
• Bullying 
• Harassment 
 
Category III Consequences 
• Handled by the principal and will result in notification of parents 
• Progressively more severe consequences 
• Limited isolation 
• Suspension 
• Possible expulsion 
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Category IV Behaviors 
• Activities that violate biblical moral codes or conduct 
• Conduct that seriously threatens the safety of students or adults 
• Shows extreme disrespect for authority or property 
• Issues include violation of U.S., state, or city laws 
 
Category IV Consequences 
• Handled by the administration, notification of parents and proper authorities 
• Out-of-school suspension up to 5 days  
• Expulsion 
• Other consequences as determined by the administration 
 
Bullying or Harassment 
Bullying, intimidation, and harassment, including sexual, are not acceptable in any form and will not be tolerated at school 
or any school-related activity, on school property, on school buses and transportation vehicles or through a school 
computer, network or other school electronic equipment. The school will protect students against retaliation for reporting 
incidents of bullying, intimidation, or (sexual) harassment, and will take disciplinary action against any student who 
participates in such conduct. No person shall harass, intimidate or bully another based upon a perceived race, color, 
nationality, sex, ancestry, age, religion, creed, physical or mental disability, order of protection status, status as homeless, 
actual or potential parental status, or association with a person or group with one or more of the aforementioned actual or 
perceived characteristic. The school and district will not tolerate harassing, intimidating conduct, or bullying whether 
verbal, physical, or visual, that affects the tangible benefits of education, that unreasonably interferes with a student’s 
educational performance, or that creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational environment. 
 
Bullying means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or conduct, including communications made in writing or 
electronically, directed toward a student that has or can be reasonably predicted to have the effect of: (1) placing the 
student in reasonable fear of harm to the student’s person or property; (2) causing a substantially detrimental effect on the 
student’s physical or mental health; (3) substantially interferes with the student’s academic performance; or (4) 
substantially interferes with the student’s ability to participate in or benefit from the services, activities, or privileges 
provided by the school. Examples of prohibited conduct include, without limitation, any use of violence, intimidation, force, 
noise, coercion, threats, stalking, harassment, sexual harassment, public humiliation, theft or destruction of property, 
retaliation, bullying, bullying through the transmission of information from a school computer, a school computer network, 
or other similar electronic school equipment, or other comparable conduct. Students who believe they are victims of 
bullying, intimidation or harassment or have witnessed such activities are encouraged to discuss the matter with a teacher 
or building administrator. Students may choose to report to a person of the student’s same sex. Complaints will be kept 
confidential to the extent possible given the need to investigate. Students who make good faith complaints will not be 
disciplined. Any student who is determined, after an investigation, to have engaged in bullying, intimidation or harassment 
will be subject to disciplinary consequences as provided in this handbook, including but not limited to, suspension and 
expulsion consistent with the school and district’s discipline policy. Parents of students who have engaged in the above 
behavior will be notified. Any student making a knowingly false accusation regarding harassment may also be subject to 
disciplinary consequences. 
 
Corporal Punishment 
Corporal punishment in Illinois schools is prohibited by state statutes. Peoria Christian School does reserve the right to 
use reasonable force to maintain safety for other students, faculty and staff. 
 
Probation 
The purpose of probation is to provide an opportunity for a student to correct special problems with the assistance of 
teachers and parents.  This is done in an organized way so that everyone understands the seriousness of the situation.  
This is a last attempt to try to correct a problem so that the student can remain at PCS.  Probation normally takes one of 
two forms: a) academic or b) attitude/behavior.  Problem areas will be clearly communicated to both the student and 
his/her parents.  Regular communication will take place during the probation.  The probation will normally be nine weeks 
or one semester at the discretion of the principal.  At the end of the probationary period, the situation will be evaluated.  
The student will be returned to normal status, asked to withdraw from school, or given a second probationary period. 
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Expulsion/Withdrawal 
When appropriate, students may be asked to withdraw from PCS or be expelled by the school board.  Students who fit in 
this category are involved in repeated offenses that hinder the education of other students in the classroom and/or the 
ability of the teacher to teach.  They could also be involved in things that affect the health and safety of PCS students and 
teachers. 
 
ELEMENTARY DRESS CODE 
 
THE ADMINISTRATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE IF A STUDENT IS NOT DRESSED MODESTLY, 
NEATLY, OR APPROPRIATELY. 
 
General Philosophy 
The standard of dress at Peoria Christian School is designed to reflect modesty, neatness, and appropriateness. It is 
designed to contribute to a distinctive Christian education and promote an effective learning environment. 
• Modesty can be defined as making sure our bodies are covered in such a way as to honor the Lord and not to offend 

and/or tempt those around us. 
• Neatness can be defined as a look that is clean with clothes that are proper fitting and in good repair. 
• Appropriateness can be defined as wearing clothes that fit the occasion. In a school setting, appropriate clothes are 

those that do not hinder the educational process or draw attention to oneself. 
 
Please refer to the Pre-K Parent Handbook for the Pre-K dress code guidelines. 
 
General Guidelines (K – 4th) – Boys and Girls 
All K-12 students are to wear the approved PCS standardized shirt when on campus, before school and after 
school, each day of attendance. The shirt is not to be altered in any manner and is to be appropriately sized. The 
PCS standardized shirt must be the outer layer at all times. All PCS standardized shirts must be purchased at The 
Charging Station or Lands’ End. 
 
Logo T-shirts: 
Students in K-4 are allowed to wear a t-shirt that is PCS logo-wear any day (i.e. activity/athletic PCS t-shirt distributed 
through PCS departments or purchased logo-wear from The Charging Station or Lands’ End). It must still meet the 
general dress code guidelines of modesty, neatness, and appropriateness (i.e. clean and in good repair, properly fitting, 
etc.). 
 
Students are allowed to wear long sleeved t-shirts or turtleneck shirts under the short sleeved logo-wear shirts. All outer 
layering must be logo-wear, including sweaters and sweatshirts over logo-wear.  PCS standardized shirt must be worn 
under the PCS zip-up hoodie or sweater than can be unbuttoned or unzipped.  Girls may wear a non-PCS shirt under 
PCS logo skirts and jumpers. 
 
Please do not purchase shirts from a middle school/high school sibling activity to wear in the elementary.  
 
Acceptable Pants/Shorts: 
• Jeans that are free from tears, holes, frayed spots, patches, and fit properly 
• Khaki style and twill pants that are free from tears, frayed spots, patches, and fit properly. Sweatpants, running pants, 

stretch pants, and athletic pants are not acceptable, except for Kindergarten. 
• Leggings or jeggings can only be worn under a dress code skirt (no shorter than mid-thigh) 
• Dress slacks 
• Shorts (Boys) – at least mid-thigh in length, non-athletic shorts 
• Shorts (Girls) – capri’s and shorts at least mid-thigh in length, non-athletic shorts 
• Skirts (Girls) – length should be no shorter than mid-thigh 
 
Styles, Fads, Miscellaneous: 
• No hats, caps, bandanas, or “dew” rags – this applies before, during, and after school as well as all school related 

events 
• Boys may not wear earrings 
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• Tattoos are not allowed 
• Shoes are to be worn at all times. Soccer sandals are not acceptable. Students may have difficulty running on the 

playground and walking on the carpeted floors when wearing flip-flops or sandals without heel straps.  For this reason, 
especially for the younger students, tie shoes are highly recommend.   

 
Hair Guidelines: 
• Hair must be neatly groomed and remain one of the natural colors (brown, black, blonde, and red). Attention drawing 

hairstyles are not acceptable. 
• Styles with too much height or girth are not acceptable. 
• For boys, hair must be above the eyebrows, off the collar, and cannot come past the middle of the ear. 
 
Violations: 
Students violating the dress code will be dealt with as privately as possible. Depending on the age of the student, a verbal 
reminder will be given, an email sent to the parents, or a note sent home with the student. If numerous violations occur, 
the principal will contact the parents. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Chapel 
Students in kindergarten meet for a weekly chapel on Wednesdays at 2:30 pm. Grades 1-4 meet in the North Gym at 8:45 
– 9:15 am on Wednesdays. 
 
Copy Machines 
We are not able to make copies on our office machine for parents or students.  We are able to make copies for classroom 
projects. 
 
Electronic Devices 
No electronic entertainment devices are allowed at school unless requested by the teacher. Cell phones must be kept in 
the elementary office if needed for after-school activities. The student may come to the office to claim his/her phone after 
dismissal.  4th grade students MAY bring Kindles, Nooks, IPads for reading purposes only.  No games or listening to 
music will be allowed, including before and after school while waiting.  Please also know that elementary lockers are not 
locked and you assume all responsibility for keeping the item safe. 
 
Elementary Programs 
Our elementary musical programs are designed to teach the element of performance, commitment, and responsibility, as 
well as to entertain the audience.  We ask that your family stay for the entire duration of the programs and that you give 
your full attention to the programs allowing those around you to also enjoy them. Please keep your children (PK-4th) with 
you during the programs to ensure their safety. Please remember that attendance at these programs is a part of your 
child’s music grade. Typically, the PK classes have a spring program.  Grades Kdg.-4th have a Christmas program and a 
spring program.  
 
Lockers 
Lockers are provided for students in grades 1 - 4 for outdoor wear, backpacks, lunches, PE shoes, and athletic bags.  
Since time spent at lockers is limited, other items in lockers are not allowed such as mirrors, pictures, and posters.  
Students are expected to only use the lockers assigned to them. Lockers are the property of the school and we reserve 
the right of access at any and all times. 
 
Lost and Found 
Elementary Lost and Found operates from the elementary office.  Items, which have not been reclaimed after two weeks, 
become the property of the school and may be disposed of as necessary.  Please mark your child’s belongings to enable 
quick identification. 
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Lunchroom 
Students are to bring their lunches from home. Lunches are also available to purchase through a monthly order form as a 
fundraising project.  Orders may be placed on-line through our website each month. Students may not purchase items 
unless they are paid for in advance through monthly orders. 
If a student forgets his/her lunch, parents will be notified to determine the course of action. Please note that due to 
allergies, students are not to share food. 
 
A milk program, as well as a bottled water option, is provided for students in Extended Care and full day kindergarten – 4th 
grade. Payment for the year will be made at the time of registration. 
 
Microwaves may be used by 3rd and 4th graders only.  Students are not allowed to use the vending machines. 
 
Physical Education 
Students must have a separate pair of non-marking shoes to change into before each PE class.  
 
Playground/Gymnasiums 
Students are not allowed to use playfields, playground, athletic equipment, or gymnasiums before or after school. 
 
Pledges 
Illinois state statues require all schools to recite the Pledge of Allegiance each day.  We have the expectation that all 
students will participate.   
Students will also recite the following pledges: 
 
Bible 
I pledge allegiance to the Bible, God’s Holy Word; I will make it a Lamp unto my feet and a Light unto my path. I will hide 
God’s Word in my heart that I might not sin against God. 
 
Christian Flag 
I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag and to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands; one Savior, crucified, risen and 
coming again, with Life and Liberty for all who believe. 
 
Roller blades/Skateboards/Bicycles 
Roller skates/blades, skateboards, and anything which might pose a danger or is interruptive to the educational process 
are not permitted at school.   
 
Bicycles may be ridden to and from school but should be walked on and off school property. 
 
Snacks and Treats 
Snack food may be requested from parents for Pre-K and kindergarten “snack time.” 
 
Elementary birthday treats are optional, but if provided, please follow these guidelines: 
• Provide easily dispensed food items for each child and teacher in the class.  (no drinks) 
• Provide snack items, not lunch items, please. 
• Teacher will dispense at his/her discretion.  
• Provide napkins if needed. 
• Please do not send in decorations or decorate lockers. 
• Be aware we are limited on refrigerator/freezer space.   
• No birthday party invitations are to be distributed at school. 
 
Telephone Calls 
Students in PK – 4th grade may use the telephone in the elementary office for necessary calls.  Please plan ahead to 
communicate transportation plans for after-school activities.  Cell phones must be kept in the elementary office if needed 
for after-school activities. The student may come to the office to claim his/her phone after dismissal. 
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When needing a call from a teacher, we ask that you follow these guidelines: 
• If possible, please send a note to the teacher with your student or e-mail the teacher. 
• Call the school office and leave a message for the teacher.  
• Be aware that teachers have a limited amount of free time throughout the school day.  Your call or email may not be 

responded to until after school.  
 
LIBRARY 
 
The Elementary Library will be open from 8:20 am until 3:30 pm on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  Fines will be 
levied as follows: 
• Overdue books will be charged at 10¢ per day for elementary students. 
• All overdue books must be returned to the library and fines paid before the student may check out any more library 

materials. 
• Lost book - replacement cost. 
 
THE MATTHEW 18 PRINCIPLE 
 
We believe the Matthew 18 principles should be used when any problem or misunderstanding occurs.  When you go to 
the person(s) directly involved in the problem or misunderstanding, you can generally solve most of the problems.  
Administration should be brought into the issue only after the parents, students, and teachers have discussed the 
situation. 
 
MEDICATIONS 
 
Students should not take medication during school hours or during school-related activities unless it is necessary for a 
student’s health and well-being.  If a student must receive (prescription or non-prescription) medication at school, a written 
request completed by both the prescriber (physician or dentist) and the parent/guardian must be on file at school. The 
appropriate form is available at the school office. For short-term medication, the prescriber may send a document with the 
following information: 1) name of student; 2) date of birth; 3) licensed prescriber, signature and date; 4) name of 
medication with the dosage and time to be taken/given; and 5) common side effects. 
 
Students will administer the medication under the supervision of the school administrator, school personnel, or school 
volunteer. If the student is not capable of self-administration, the administrator, school personnel, or school volunteer shall 
administer the medication. The school shall keep a written log of medication administered throughout the school year. 
 
All prescription medication must be in a container labeled appropriately by the pharmacist or licensed prescriber. The 
label must include: 1) name of student; 2) name of medication; 3) dosage; 4) time to be taken/given; 5) prescriber’s name; 
6) pharmacy name, address, and phone number; and 6) date. Non-prescription medication must be in the original labeled 
container with the student’s name affixed to the container. 
 
No medication will be administered until both the licensed prescriber request and the parent/guardian request is on file in 
the school office. A student may possess medication prescribed for asthma, diabetes, and/or auto-injectable epinephrine 
as the circumstances demand. The parent/guardian will waive any liability or claims against, and agree to hold harmless, 
the school or any officer, board member, employee, or volunteer at the school arising out of the supervision of the self-
administration of medication or administration by the school designee of medication. The school will provide no 
medication. Unless ordered short term, all requests for administration of medication will expire at the end of the school 
year. If the parent/guardian does not pick up unused medication, the administration will dispose of the medication in the 
presence of a witness and document this. 
 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS AND BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
 
Each student is required to have a certified copy of his/her birth certificate to the office where he/she is enrolled. Per 
the Illinois Compiled Statutes (325 ILCS 50/5; 325 ILCS 55/5; 105 ILCS 5/27-8.1), we are required to maintain updated 
records at all times.  
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The required physical examination and needed immunizations must also be on file at PCS. These may be obtained 
up to twelve (12) months before the beginning of school. The Illinois Revised Statutes require that school children be 
adequately immunized against measles, mumps, rubella, chicken pox, tetanus, diphtheria, poliomyelitis, pertussis, and 
hepatitis B. If there is an objection based on religious or medical grounds (77 Ill. Adm. Code 665.510; 77 Ill Adm. Code 
665.520), please submit the appropriate letter with that statement to include in your child’s file. Immunization objection 
letters are only good for 1 year. Medical objection can ONLY come from a doctor. Religious objection can be from parent.  
Parents must submit an “Illinois Certificate of Religious Exemption” form that is signed by a physician.  These documents 
must be turned in no later than SEPTEMBER 10th. If we have not received these documents by that date, your child will 
be excluded from school the following school day until the documents are submitted.  
 
DENTAL EXAMINATIONS  
  
A dental examination is required by law (House Bill #752) for all students entering K and 2nd grades. The deadline for 
your child’s examination is April 15th. If at that time you cannot prove that the dental examination is scheduled, we will be 
holding your child’s report card(s) and blocking Power School access.  
 
VISION EXAMINATIONS  
 
A vision examination is required by law (Public Act 95-671) for all students entering K and any student entering 
school for the first time. Proof of an eye examination by an optometrist or a physician who provides complete eye 
examinations shall be presented to the school by September 10th. If at that time, you cannot prove that the eye 
examination is scheduled, we will be holding your child’s report card(s) and blocking Power School access.  
 
SCREENINGS (VISION, HEARING, DIABETES, LEAD  
 
A vision screening is required for all students entering PK, and 2nd grades. A hearing screening is required for all 
students entering PK, K, 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades. PCS will administer the screenings for vision and hearing for a fee 
paid at registration.  
 
A diabetes screening is required by law (House Bill #752) for all students entering K and 1st grades. A lead screening 
is required by law for all students entering K or 1st grade. These screenings are done by your physician at the time of 
your child’s physical examination.  
 
TECHNOLOGY USE 
 
Students and parents should secure a copy of the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) and the AUP User Agreement Form from 
the IT Department or the Elementary School Office. 
 
Students are not allowed to use any computers or computer devices (PCS owned or personally owned) until they 
have read the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) and have turned in an AUP User Agreement Form for the current 
school year.  The Agreement Form must be signed by the student’s parent/guardian. 
 
The AUP is reviewed at least annually.  When changes are made to the AUP, the PCS community is notified and copies 
of the revised AUP are made available in the school offices.  By signing the AUP User Agreement Form, users agree to 
comply with and be subject to any changes.  If they find the changes unacceptable, they must inform the administration 
within two weeks of the announced change in the AUP.  Their access to IT resources at PCS will then be revoked. 
 
TRAFFIC PATTERNS FOR ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL TIME 
 
Because of our large student body, we bring an overabundance of cars into the neighborhood.  We must be a good 
neighbor!  Please observe the following: 
• Drive slower than usual when traveling streets surrounding the school. 
• Cell phone usage is prohibited while driving in a school zone, including the parking lot. 
• Comply with all requests the school distributes for traffic patterns. 
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• Please, only leave cars unattended if they are in a designated   parking place. This includes coming in the middle of 
the day, so that others may leave as needed. 

• When using the back lot, please do not leave your vehicle unattended or block the parking spaces used by the high 
school students. They need access to all of the parking spaces when arriving or leaving the campus as needed. 

• To ensure safety, parents or teachers of elementary students need to escort children from the exit to the car. 
• Please drive carefully and no faster than 7 mph at any time in our parking lots.  Please be aware of the children 

crossing traffic lanes. 
• We reserve the right to require all students to be picked up on our property. 
• Elementary students riding with high school drivers may not go directly to the car, but must be picked up at an 

elementary door by the high school student.  
 
VIOLENCE OR THREATS OF PHYSICAL HARM 
 
Any student who threatens or actually harms another student, teacher, staff member, or parent may be suspended and 
considered for expulsion. 
 
Physical fighting is strictly prohibited at school and all participants may be suspended or even expelled.  For this reason, 
even such things as pushing other students, slapping someone on the back, or punching him or her in the arm could be 
misconstrued as violence and thus should not be done. 
 
VISITORS/PARENTS IN THE BUILDING 
 
Peoria Christian School operates under a closed-campus policy.   Generally, once a student arrives on school property in 
the morning, he is not to leave until he is dismissed from school in the afternoon.  The closed-campus policy covers 
assemblies and school activities as well. 
 
Parents and guardians are always welcome to visit classes.  Such visits should be scheduled and arrangements made 
through the principal’s office.  Teachers may also invite parental visits from time to time and will assist with arrangements. 
 
Prospective students may request approval to visit through the admission’s office.  Approval will be based on the class 
schedule and the grade level.  Parents are also invited to attend our chapel services. 
 
We welcome parents to come to our offices at any time if you have needs with which we can help you.  We would ask that 
you follow these simple guidelines: 
• If a parent needs to meet with a teacher, please arrange for an appointment at least 24 hours in advance.   
• Because we cannot accommodate all of the parents in the hallways, we would ask you to kindly wait outside to pick 

up your children at dismissal time. 
• If you desire to have a conference with an administrator, please call for an appointment so that we can be sure that 

person is available.   
 
WITHHOLDING REPORT CARDS 
 
Report cards may be held, Power School access may be blocked, and no official transcripts or official records can be 
transferred to other schools if a family is in arrears on tuition payments or a student owes fines of $15.00 or more for the 
following: 
• Library fines and other charges made for the loss, misuse, or destruction of school property; 
• Charges for the purchase of class rings, yearbooks, pictures, or similar items; 
• Charges for optional travel undertaken by a school club or group of students outside of school hours;  
• Charges for admission to school sponsored events; and 
• Optional community service programs for which fees are charged. 
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  Peoria Christian School 
  Information For Families With 
  5th– 8th Grade Students  

 
MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 
 
Mission Statement:  Peoria Christian School supports the Christian home and church by preparing students to lead 
Christ-like lives through a biblical approach to education.   
 
Vision Statement: To produce academically skilled students who are equipped with a biblical worldview and who will 
impact the world for Christ. 
 
Peoria Christian Middle School Vision Statement: Peoria Christian Middle School will provide a nurturing environment 
that prepares and empowers students to excel spiritually and academically for Christ. 
 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL BELL SCHEDULE 2016-2017 

 
Regular Daily Bell Schedule (M, Tu, Th, F) 

Entry Bell 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Lunch 
8:20 8:30-9:15 9:18-10:03 

 
10:06-10:51 

 
10:54-11:39 

 
11:39-12:09 

 
 

5th 6th 7th 8th

12:12-12:57 1:00-1:45 
 

1:48-2:33 
 

2:36-3:20 
Study Hall 

 
 

Chapel/Activity Bell Schedule (Wednesday) 
Entry Bell 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 

8:20 8:30-9:09 9:12-9:51 9:54-10:33 10:36-11:15 11:18-11:57 
 

Lunch Chapel 6th 7th 8th

11:57-12:27 12:30-1:15 1:18-1:57 2:00-2:39 2:42-3:20 
Study Hall 

 
 

Half Day Bell Schedule (7 Periods) 
Entry Bell HR 1st 2nd 3rd 

8:20 8:30-8:37 8:40-9:06 9:10-9:37 9:41-10:09 
 

4th Break 5th 6th 7th 
10:13-10:41 10:41-10:54 10:58-11:26 11:30-11:58 12:02-12:40 

 
 

Half Day Bell Schedule (8 Periods) 
Entry Bell HR 1st 2nd 3rd 

8:20 8:30-8:37 8:40-9:02 9:06-9:29 9:33-9:57 
 

4th Break 5th 6th 7th 8th 
10:01-10:25 10:25-10:38 10:42-11:06 11:10-11:34 11:38-12:02 12:06-12:40 

Study Hall 
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SCHOOL HOURS 
Normal School Day 
8:30 am – 3:20pm 

Half-Day Schedule 
8:30 am – 12:40 pm 

 
Building Hours 
Generally, students are admitted into the upstairs and downstairs hallways 10 minutes before school begins. Unless 
students are staying for a school activity immediately following the end of the school day, they must vacate the building as 
soon as school ends or no later than 4:00 pm.   
 
Younger brothers or sisters are not permitted to wait around for older siblings who have games, practices, or other 
obligations after school.  A student needing to see a teacher or go to the library after school must immediately go to those 
locations.  Upon completion, the student must immediately leave the building.  Please, do not abuse this privilege. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
This handbook is prepared to acquaint the reader with the school policies and procedures of Peoria Christian Middle 
School. The provisions of this handbook are not to be considered as irrevocable contractual commitments between the 
school and the student. Rather, the provisions reflect the current status of the rules, practices, and procedures as 
currently practiced, and are subject to change. 
 
This handbook is a summary of the school’s rules and expectations, and is not a comprehensive statement of school 
procedures.  The school reserves the right to add, delete, or amend school rules, policies, or procedures as necessary, 
with or without notice. 
 
GENERAL SCHOOL REGULATIONS 
 
In order to maintain an effective learning environment, procedures of conduct and operation are necessary.  Following are 
general school rules that, in our opinion, provide for the orderly and safe operation of the school and are applicable to ALL 
students: 
 
Agenda 
Students need to take care of, and use their agenda.  The student agenda will be their pass out of class.  No 
distasteful/inappropriate pictures, writing, or offensive language will be permitted in/on the agenda.  Agendas deemed 
inappropriate by the administration will be confiscated and the student will have to purchase a new one from the middle 
school office for $9.00.  Damaged agendas may also have to be replaced.  Do not deface, or destroy another student’s 
agenda. 
 
Backpacks/Book bags 
Backpacks and book bags may be brought to school, but must be left in the locker during the school day. 
 
Bicycles 
Bicycles may be ridden to and from school but should be walked on and off school property.  Important: We consider 
riding bikes to and from school to be a potentially dangerous situation.  Parents must take full responsibility for this 
decision. 
 
Birth Certificates 
Per the Illinois Compiled Statutes (325 ILCS 50/5; 325 ILCS 55/5; 105 ILCS 5/27-8.1), we are required to maintain 
updated records at all times. Each student is required to have a certified copy of his/her birth certificate to the office where 
he/she is enrolled. This document must be turned in no later than SEPTEMBER 10th.  If we have not received your child’s 
birth certificate by that date, they will be excluded from school on the following school day, until it is submitted.  
 
Cell Phones 
We understand the occasional need for a student to bring a cell phone to school for communication with parents.  It is 
recommended that if your child brings a cell phone to school they check it in the middle school office when they arrive and 
check it out after school.  All devices are to be turned off and not used during normal school hours.  If a student has not 
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checked in their cell phone and it causes a disturbance it may be confiscated and a detention may be issued.  The phone 
will be returned at the end of the school day.  If a student phone is not checked in the office, PCMS is NOT responsible for 
damage or theft.  The use of any cellular communication device by a student is restricted to before or after school hours.  
Confiscated cell phones may be examined if deemed necessary by the administration.  While a cell phone may be 
allowed to be taken on field trips it is only allowed to be used to contact parents and notify them of their arrival at school. 
 
Chapel 
Peoria Christian Middle School has chapel most weeks on Wednesday afternoon at 12:30 p.m.  Parents and alumni are 
invited to attend. 
 
Church Attendance 
As a Christian school, we require all of our students and parents to be faithful and regular in attendance at their own local 
church. 
 
Daily Announcements 
To have an announcement read over the public address (P.A.) system, please fill out the proper form in the Middle School 
office. 
 
Electronic Devices 
It is the strong recommendation of Peoria Christian Middle School that students and parents carefully weigh the choice of 
whether or not to bring electronic devices to school. They can be disruptive to the learning environment, often create 
discipline problems, and are all too frequently damaged, lost, or stolen. If students do bring electronic devices to school, 
they may be checked in at the office. If not checked in they are subject to the following policy guidelines: 
 
Use of Electronic Devices at School:  

1. Electronic devices must be turned off and kept out of sight during class time, unless otherwise directed/allowed by 
individual teachers in their classrooms. Parents are reminded that is cases of emergency, the main office is the 
appropriate point of contact to ensure that your child is reached quickly and assisted in an appropriate way.  

2. Electronic devices may not be used in any manner that disrupts classroom lessons or other activities, such as 
chapels/assemblies. 

3. Electronic devices should not be used to photograph or film others without their consent.  

Care for Electronic Devices:  
1. Students who bring electronic devices to school are solely responsible for the safety and security of those 

devices. 
2. Peoria Christian Middle School is NOT responsible for any lost, damaged, or stolen electronic devices that are not 

checked in the o 
 
Examinations/Screenings 
A dental examination is required by law (House Bill #752) for all students entering 6th grade.  The deadline for your child’s 
examination is May 15th.  If at that time you cannot prove that the dental examination is scheduled, we will hold your 
child’s report card) and blocking Power School access. 
 
A vision examination is required by law (Public Act 95-671) for all students entering school for the first time. Proof of an 
eye examination by an optometrist or a physician who provides complete eye examinations shall be presented to the 
school by October 10th. If at that time, you cannot prove that the eye examination is scheduled, we will be holding your 
child’s report card(s) and blocking Power School access.  
 
Vision screening is required for all students entering 8th grade.  Proof of an eye examination by an optometrist or a 
physician who provides complete eye examinations shall be presented to the school by October 10th. If at that time, you 
cannot prove that the eye examination is scheduled, we will be holding your child’s report card(s) and blocking Power 
School access.  
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Diabetes screening is required by law (House Bill #752) for all students entering 5th grade. This screening is done by 
your physician at the time of your child’s physical examination.  
 
Food/Beverages 
All food and beverages must be consumed in the cafeteria.  NO food or drinks, of any kind, will be in the classrooms or 
hallways.  The only exceptions to this will be if a teacher has a meeting in their classroom over the lunch period or a class 
has refreshments. 
 
Hall Passes 
A hall pass will be required any time a student is out of class during a class period.  The student must have in their 
possession a request from the office or their own properly completed agenda (except when passing to or from P.E.).  
Their destination and the time they left the classroom must be recorded. 
 
Immunization 
The Illinois Revised Statutes require that school children be adequately immunized against measles, mumps, rubella, 
chicken pox, tetanus, diphtheria, poliomyelitis, pertussis, hepatitis B, and meningococcal. The required immunizations 
must also be on file at PCS. These documents must be turned in no later than SEPTEMBER 10th.  If we have not 
received these documents by that date, your child will be excluded from school on the following school day, until the 
documents are submitted.  If there is an objection based on religious or medical grounds (77 Ill. Adm. Code 665.510; 77 Ill 
Adm. Code 665.520), please submit the appropriate letter with that statement to include in your child’s file.  For 
exemptions please see below, or call MS office for clarification.  Immunization objection letter rules are as follows: 
• Only good for 1 year 
• Medical objection can ONLY come from a doctor 
• Religious objection can be from the parent or legal guardians. However, parents or legal guardians who object, for 

religious reasons, to their child being immunized for school entrance must submit a Certificate of Religious Exemption, 
which now must be signed by a health care provider.  Signed into law on August 3, 2015, this new legislation requires 
a health care provider to sign the certificate confirming they have provided education to the parents or legal guardians 
about the benefits of immunizations and the health risks of not vaccinating students. The new certificate is available 
online at the ISBE website (www.isbe.net/research/pdfs/immun-exam-gdlns-religious-exempt.pdf) or at the middle 
school office. 

 
Medical Needs 
If a student becomes sick during the school day, they must inform their classroom teacher.  The teacher will fill out the 
pass section in the student’s agenda before sending the student to the office.  The office staff will administer appropriate 
care and/or call the parent(s) to come and pick up the student.  A fever or intestinal sickness will require the student to 
leave school immediately.  A student needs to be fever free, and have not vomited, for at least 24 hours, without 
medication, before returning to school. 
 
Medication 
If a student is required to take medication while at school, a parental notification form must be filed in writing with the 
school office.  These forms are available in the office.  Bulk medications, including aspirin, may not be stored in school 
lockers. All medications must be labeled and stored with the medication form in the office.   At no time may a student or 
staff member give or sell medication to a student.   
 
Physical Examinations 
Each student is required to have a physical examination prior to his/her entrance into 6th grade.  These may be obtained 
up to twelve (12) months before the beginning of school.  This document must be turned in no later than SEPTEMBER 
10th.  If we have not received it by that date, your child will be excluded from school on following school day, until the 
document is submitted.  
 
Probation 
The purpose of probation is to provide an opportunity for a student to correct specific problems.  Two types of probation 
may be administered:   
• Academic probation 
• Attitude/behavioral probation 
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Posters 
The principal must approve all posters, pamphlets, and other published materials that are to be distributed or posted on 
school bulletin boards or walls. 
 
Roller Skates/Blades/Boards/Heelies 
Roller skates/blades, skateboards, scooters, heelies, or any other item that might pose a danger or interrupts the 
educational process, will not be permitted at school.  These items will be confiscated and returned as the student leaves 
the campus at the end of the day. 
 
Telephones  
Student calls may be made from the office with permission from the office staff. 
 
Parent Calls to PCMS 
Other than messages that concern extreme emergencies or transportation problems, we are unable to pass along 
messages to students.  Please plan ahead for after-school activities, especially transportation needs. Should parents 
need to communicate with a teacher, please follow these guidelines: 
• If possible, e-mail the teacher.  As appropriate, the teacher will either respond to the e-mail or call the parent(s). 
• Parents may call the school office and leave a message for the teacher.  If requested, the teacher will return the call at 

their earliest convenience. 
 
Waiting Before and After School 
• Shooting, batting, catching, and/or throwing balls before or after school is prohibited on all school grounds. 
• All students will wait in the cafeteria between 7:30 a.m. and 8:20 a.m.  Students will enter the school through the 

cafeteria double glass doors and remain in the cafeteria until the 8:20 a.m. bell rings. 
• Students are not allowed in the upstairs or down stairs classroom hallways between 7:30 – 8:20 a.m. or after 4:00 

p.m., unless the student is accompanied by a teacher or staff member. 
• Throwing snowballs, rocks, sticks, etc. is not permitted – at either campus. 
• Students are not permitted in the parking lots from 8:30 a.m. - 3:20 p.m. unless permission has been secured 

beforehand from the school office and under the supervision of a teacher. 
• All students must be picked up no later than 4:00 p.m.  While waiting for a ride, students shall wait in the hallway 

adjacent to the office or other designated area and may not wander around the building or property.   
• Students are not allowed to use playground, athletic equipment, play fields, or the gymnasium before or after school.  

Playground fences and trees are not to be climbed.   
• Students are not to leave books, bags, or instruments on the hallway floor at any time.  These items may be picked up 

and deposited in the Middle School office. 
 
ABSENCES/ATTENDANCE 
 
Absences 
Parent(s)/guardians must call the school office by 9:00 a.m. on the day of an absence and give specific reasons for their 
child’s absence.  Legitimate reasons for absences include sickness, death in the family, doctor or dental appointments, 
and emergencies.   
 
Each day a student is absent, they will have two days to make up missing work – this does not apply to tests.  Missed 
tests/quizzes will be scheduled at the teacher’s discretion.  Any student who receives assignments prior to an absence will 
be expected to have work completed upon their return to school unless arrangements have been made with the teacher. 
 
A student must be in attendance for at least five (5) full periods to be considered in attendance for a full day.  To be 
considered for one-half day of attendance, a student must be in attendance for at least two (2) full periods.   
Should a student need to leave school for a doctor or dentist appointment, a note should be given to the office prior to 
homeroom.  This will allow us to inform the appropriate teachers and make it easier for the student to check out when 
necessary. 
 
A parent must come to the office and sign their child in or out if arriving or leaving during school hours. 
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Absences in excess of 15 days per SEMESTER may place continuing enrollment or promotion to the next grade in 
jeopardy.  Parents will be notified with a warning letter after the 10th absence. 
 
Pre-Arranged Absences 
If a student is preparing to be absent due to family matters (i.e. family trip, business, vacation, or church-sponsored 
retreats), a parent must send a note explaining the trip at least two – three days in advance.  A Pre-Arranged Absence 
Form must then be obtained from the office.  This form must be completed and signed by each teacher.  It must be 
returned to the office before the scheduled absence.  The student must complete all class work in advance, if possible, or 
make prior arrangements with teachers as to the date assignments are due. 
 
Since the school calendar allows time for vacations, it is suggested that whenever possible, vacations be arranged to 
coincide with school vacation time.  Each absence will be considered on an individual basis, taking into account the 
purpose or reason for the absence, as well as past academic and attendance records. 
 
All students are expected to complete research papers and homework outside of class time.  Allowing a student to stay 
home during regular class times to get research papers and homework completed introduces several problems. 
• It does not encourage proper planning and commitment. 
• It creates an unfair advantage over students who do assignments as expected. 
• It can hinder unity and respect between students and faculty. 
• It is not an excused absence. 
 
Students can show integrity by not cutting classes to avoid taking a test or to work on research papers and other 
homework. 
 
If a student cannot participate in music or physical education, a parental note of explanation must be presented to the 
teacher.  For extended periods of non-participation, a note from a physician must be provided. 
 
Game Day Attendance 
A student must attend the second half of the school day to be eligible for an event that evening.  This means that the 
student must arrive by 11:30 am and attend 5th – 8th periods.   If the team departure is before 2:00 pm, the student must 
arrive before 4th hour begins.  A student who is too sick or physically unable to attend school or participate in PE is 
considered too sick or physically unable to attend or participate in extracurricular activities. 
 
Tardies 
Punctuality is a virtue that should be cultivated in everyone’s life.  We expect students to arrive on campus before school 
begins each day. 
• Any student arriving after 8:30 am is considered tardy and should go directly to the office to sign in.  A student is 

allowed four (4) tardies to school for any reason during a quarter.  A fifth tardy and each additional tardy will result in 
an administrative detention.  We advise careful attention to tardies so they are not carelessly used. 

• Three tardies to the same class during a quarter will result in an administrative detention being assigned. Students are 
given a 3 minute passing period and will have a 1 minute warning bell. 

• If a teacher keeps a student for a few minutes after class, the teacher may write a note in the hall pass section of the 
student’s agenda so a tardy will not be assessed in the next class. 

 
Note: Tardies may be waived by the administration for such things as doctor and dental appointments, inclement 
weather, or traffic congestion. 
Truancy 
Absence without the knowledge and permission of the parents and/or school is considered truancy.  This includes 
skipping a class or not coming to school.  The first truancy will result in an in-school suspension and a parent conference.  
Subsequent truancies will result in harsher discipline and academic penalties. 
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ACADEMICS 
 
Grading Scale 
A+      99-100 
A        94-98 
A-          93 

B+        92 
B        86-91 
B-         85 

C+        84 
C        78-83 
C-         77 

D+        76 
D        71-75 
D-         70 

 
Constitution Requirement 
All eighth grade students are required to pass the Illinois and Federal Constitution tests prior to being promoted to high 
school. 
 
Course Failure 
If a middle school student fails a course for the year, the principal will decide what course of action is to be taken.  The 
parents will then be contacted before the student is promoted or retained. 
 
Retention Due to Failing Grades 
Students in grades 5-8 will be required to repeat the year if they receive three or more F’s for the year in major subjects 
(Bible, English, Reading, Math, Science, and Social Studies).  Students who fail a course are encouraged to receive 
tutoring during the summer to strengthen skills prior to the next school year. 
 
Academic Probation 
Academic probation is intended to be a warning to the parents and student that there is a serious problem which needs to 
be addressed.  It is our desire to give students on academic probation support and encouragement.  Our goal is to see 
each student restored to good academic standing.  We prayerfully will work with parents and students as long as there is 
some prospect for satisfactory achievement.   
 
Any student failing two of our core subjects (Bible, Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies) at the end of a 
semester will be placed on academic probation for the following semester.   
 
The principal and a designated staff person will confer with the student and his/her parents to develop a remediation plan 
and evaluate the student's progress.  Students on academic probation are ineligible for extra-curricular activities if failing 
any classes at the reporting terms (end of quarter report card) during the probation period.  Students will only be removed 
from probationary status if they are passing all course work at the semester end.  At the conclusion of the probationary 
period, the administration will make a decision regarding: 
 
 1. Discontinuing probation 
 2. Continuing probation 
 3. Recommending withdrawal from PCS. 
 
Field Trips 
From time to time, as a vital part of the instructional program, our classes take trips to interesting and educational places 
in the area.  All students are encouraged to attend and participate in field trips. Parents will be notified beforehand and 
fees may be charged to cover expenses.  As representatives of PCMS, each field trip will have an appropriate dress code.  
Sometimes, a field trip dress code will be different than the normal school dress code.  Students may be excluded from 
field trips at the discretion of the principal due to excessive absences, academic, or behavioral issues.   
 
Homework  
Students will have varying amounts of work to complete outside of school hours.  This may be unfinished class work, 
extra projects, or memory work.  Parents should regularly check their child’s progress by asking to see homework papers, 
projects, etc.  PCMS generally follows the “10 minute rule”.  Research is consistent with the “10-minute rule,” or about 10 
minutes of homework each night for each grade (20 minutes for second grade, 50 minutes for fifth grade, and so on.   
While parents should assist by ensuring that homework is completed and by explaining work when necessary, the work 
must be done by the student, and he/she must take the responsibility.  Parents can help their child in his/her homework by 
helping him/her establish good study habits. 
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7th/8th Late Homework Policy:  We are working to teach our students responsibility, and homework is one of those areas 
where the character trait of responsibility is seen quite often.  7th/8th grade late homework will be worth: next day – 90%, 2 
days late – 50%, 3 days late – 0%.  Each student is allowed three late assignments per class, per quarter; after three late 
assignments, each assignment will be handled with: next day – 50%, 2 days late – 0%. 
 
Homework is allowed on Wednesdays and tests are allowed for Thursdays for 8th grade students taking high school credit 
classes (Spanish 1, Algebra 1, and Advanced Algebra 1) 
 
For all other grade levels and classes, normally, no homework will be given in the following cases: 
• Wednesdays  
• Over Thanksgiving, Christmas, and spring break. 
• In most cases, teachers will not give a test or make an assignment due on Thursdays.  The principal may make 

exceptions on shortened or unusual weeks. 
 
Schoology 
Schoology allows a student to obtain missed and/or daily assignments.  It will be available by accessing the Peoria 
Christian web site at www.peoriachristian.org or at www.schoology.com.   As necessary, parents may obtain books from 
their child’s locker.  Generally, we expect all assignments to be completed before a student returns to school.  Please 
understand that ‘Schoology’ does not take precedence over what is given in the classroom.  Students should be getting 
their homework requirements from the classroom.  Occasionally, because of last minute changes to lesson plans, 
Schoology may not be accurate – the student is responsible for the homework given by the teacher in the classroom.  
Most teachers write the homework on the chalkboard for the students to record in their agenda. 
 
Schoology homework listing for the 8th grade year will end after 1st semester as we try to help our 8th grade students’ 
transition to Peoria Christian High School. 
 
Power School Parent Portal 
This portal gives parents the opportunity to see their child’s current grades directly from the teacher’s on-line grade book.  
Letters will be issued at Back-To-School Night which will include your parental user name and password for your child.  
The link to Powerschool is as follows: http://peoriachristian.powerschool.com/public.  You also can find a link on the PCS 
website, www.peoriachristian.org, located on the middle school page. 
 
Student Records 
Per the Illinois Student Records Act (Public Act 79-1108), parents and students have the right to inspect and copy the 
student’s academic and health records.   Requests should be made to the principal. 
 
Study Halls 
Every student will be given the opportunity to have one study period each day.  An atmosphere of “quiet” is required in 
order for classroom work and/or assignments to be completed.  The following rules apply to all study hall periods: 
• Students are to study independently and without talking. 
• Students should bring enough schoolwork to remain busy the entire study hall period. 
• When it is necessary to leave study hall, the study hall teacher must fill out the “pass section” in a student’s agenda.  

A student who comes to study hall without their agenda may not leave study hall. 
• If a student needs math help from the math teacher, each study hall will have one “math” pass.  One student will be 

able to go for help at a time from each study hall. 
• A student may request permission to receive help from another student as long as their conversation stays on task 

and does not disturb the rest of the class.  Permission will be granted at the discretion of the study hall teacher. 
• No food or drinks are allowed in study hall.  

ATHLETICS 
 
In order to participate in our sports program, a student must sell a specified amount of fruit or pay a participation fee.  This 
fee is due prior to the student beginning their first sports season.   
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All athletes are required to have an annual physical exam.  All required forms and paperwork must be submitted to Middle 
School office prior to the first practice. 
 
Athletes must meet the academic, attendance, and behavioral eligibility requirements as outlined in the Athletic Handbook 
and the Parent-Student Handbook. 
 
To participate in games, athletes must arrive at school by 12:00 pm and attend 5th through 8th periods.  A student who is 
too sick to be in school is also too sick to play in a game after school. 
 
Athletic Ineligibility 
Athletics play a vital part in the lives of our students.  As part of a team, our students learn responsibility, respect, 
sportsmanship, companionship, and among other important life skills.  It is our desire that every student have the 
opportunity and privilege to participate.  Participation in Peoria Christian athletics is a privilege and must be treated as 
such.  When academics and behavior become unacceptable, privileges, such as participation in athletics, may be placed 
in jeopardy.  In addition to fulfilling the requirements as outlined in the Athletic Handbook, all students must fulfill the 
following academic and behavioral standards in order to remain eligible to participate: 
 
Academic Ineligibility  
5th/6th grade 
A student/athlete in grades 5 and 6 participating in interscholastic athletics may not have more than 3 points in a week – 
an “F” is 2 points and a “D” is 1 point.  The student/athlete will be considered ineligible if they have more than 3 points in a 
week.  Sixth grade students playing on a 7th/8th grade team must abide by 7/8 eligibility requirements.  
 
7th and 8th grade 
IESA rules require that a student/athlete in grades 7 and 8 participating in interscholastic athletics must be passing all 
classes. A student with one “F” or four “D’s” will be ineligible. 
 
Eligibility shall be checked weekly.  The Athletic Director is responsible for checking the academic eligibility of each 
student/athlete.  The Athletic Director will also monitor the progress of ineligible student/athletes as they attempt to regain 
eligible status. 
 
In the event a student/athlete is academically ineligible, he/she will not be allowed to participate in games, nor miss class 
to travel with the team.  The duration of ineligibility will be one week.  Eligibility will be checked every Monday afternoon 
and will be effective from Tuesday through Monday of the next week. 
 
The academically ineligible student/athlete may continue to practice with the team.  If the student/athlete becomes 
ineligible for a total of four weeks during the season of a particular sport, he/she will be removed from the team and will 
not be allowed to receive any awards from the season. 
 
Behavioral Ineligibility  
Any athlete receiving two Administrative Detentions during the same week may be ineligible to participate in their sport the 
following week (ineligibility will typically run from Tuesday through Monday of the next week).  A school suspension may 
also result in an athlete being ineligible to participate in their sport the following week.  Athletes who are declared ineligible 
due to behavioral reasons three times during the same sports season will be declared ineligible for the entire season. 
 
For any other athletic questions please refer to the athletic handbook. 
 
DISCIPLINE 
 
Education at Peoria Christian Middle School involves more than just quality academics.  Character building is an integral 
part of our program.  As Christians, we operate from the premise that living lives based on Biblical standards enables us 
to glorify and please God.  Within the school setting there are certain character traits, which not only please God, but also 
make for positive relationships within the school community.  Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
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In an atmosphere of definitive and positive Christian standards of conduct, there is an opportunity for the development of 
a strong and stable Christian character.  The purpose of discipline is to effect a positive change in our students.   
 
The level of discipline will vary based on the severity of the situation.  We employ a progressive discipline system at 
Peoria Christian Middle School.  Initial discipline will typically be handled within the classroom.  As the discipline 
progresses, the administration will be involved in determining the proper course of action.   
 
Personal Conduct 
Out of respect to others, a “hands off” policy will be expected at all times.  Students must keep their hands to themselves 
and their own property.  This includes, but is not limited to: hands, feet, elbows, knees, book bags, etc. This also includes 
shuttle, bus trips, athletic events, field trips, etc. 
 
Teacher Discipline 
Teachers will handle problems such as general disturbances and minor classroom situations.  Parent(s) will be contacted 
if problematic behavior persists.  Problems that continue may result in teachers assigning after-school teacher detention 
with the parent(s) providing transportation.  Teachers will refer more serious problems to the administration.  Detentions 
assigned by a classroom teacher for repeated violations of established classroom rules will be served for 20-30 minutes 
on the day following the infraction.  Examples of actions that can result in a teacher detention are: excessive talking, 
classroom disturbance, disrespect to others, disobedience, etc.  Failure to stay for this detention may warrant an 
administrative detention.   
 
Administrative Discipline 
As discipline progresses, or the severity of the infractions increase, the administration will be involved in determining the 
proper course of action.  The principal reserves the right to waive, alter, or amend any disciplinary consequences should 
there be any extenuating circumstances. 
 
Infractions will fall into two categories.  Category 1 discipline involves more serious infractions and repetitive infractions.  
Category 2 involves less serious infractions. 
 
Category 1 Infractions 
The following violations are examples of Category 1 infractions and may result in probation, suspension and/or expulsion 
from school (this list is not all-inclusive and may be amended at the discretion of the administration): 
• Use, sale, or possession of illicit drugs, distribution, involvement in the abuse of prescription or over the counter 

drugs, or alcoholic beverages 
• Sexual immorality, indecent exposure, lewd behavior, sexual harassment, or use of cell phones/electronic devices to 

transmit explicit photos or images commonly referred to as sexting or possessing such photos or images on one’s 
phone/electronic device. 

• Threats of violence or violent acts, possession of a potentially harmful weapon, including pocket knives 
• Smoking or possession of tobacco 
• Bullying, excessive teasing, harassment, or intimidation, or violation of the bullying policy, either in person, in writing, 

verbal, or through a third party 
• Any act which has the intent or potential to cause serious harm to others, their property, or school property 
 
Category 2 Infractions 
The following violations are examples of Category 2 infractions and will result in a variety of responses including, but not 
limited to detention, suspension, parent meeting, probation, and or counseling.  Repeated violations will result in an 
increase in severity of the discipline, and could lead to expulsion. 
• Vulgar language, swearing, unacceptable language  
• Fighting 
• Lying 
• Forgery 
• Cheating (a zero will be recorded for the assignment, quiz or test, and additional consequences may be administered) 
• Vandalism 
• Stealing 
• Defiance/disrespect to teachers or school authorities 
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• Leaving school or class without permission from authorized school personnel 
• Using another student’s agenda, or allowing another student to use an agenda as a pass 
• Violation of the AUP agreement 
• Unwanted or inappropriate touching, including but not limited to kissing, holding hands, hugging, and cuddling. 
• Use of the cell phone during school time or at school activities for purposes such as bullying, sending vulgar 

messages, or for purposes of giving or getting answers to tests, homework assignments, or other unauthorized 
communications. 

• Posting and participating in internet, electronic, written, or verbal communications that are disruptive to school 
activities.  (Such things as cyber-bullying, use of vulgar and profane language toward PCS students, faculty or 
families, spreading gossip or rumors which are disruptive to conducting school affairs are some examples of 
communications we will treat as though they are happening on our campus.) 

• Violation of the bullying policy 
• Any act which has the intent or potential to harm others, their property, or school property 
 
Students whose conduct and behavior outside of school reflects poorly on accepted Christian behavior, may be subject to 
school probation or loss of enrollment. 
 
Bullying, Intimidation & (Sexual) Harassment 
Bullying, intimidation, harassment, and sexual harassment are not acceptable in any form and will not be tolerated at 
school or any school-related activity, on school property, on school buses and transportation vehicles or through a school 
computer, network or other school electronic equipment.  The school will protect students against retaliation for reporting 
incidents of bullying, intimidation, or (sexual) harassment, and will take disciplinary action against any student who 
participates in such conduct.  
 
Bullying means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or conduct, including communications made in writing or 
electronically, directed toward a student that has or can be reasonably predicted to have the effect of: (1) placing the 
student in reasonable fear of harm to the student’s person or property; (2) causing a substantially detrimental effect on the 
student’s physical or mental health; (3) substantially interferes with the student’s academic performance; or (4) 
substantially interferes with the student’s ability to participate in or benefit from the services, activities, or privileges 
provided by the school. 
 
Examples of prohibited conduct include, without limitation, any use of violence, intimidation, force, noise, coercion, 
threats, stalking, harassment, sexual harassment, public humiliation, theft or destruction of property, retaliation, hazing, 
bullying, bullying through the transmission of information from a school computer, a school computer network, or other 
similar electronic school equipment, or other comparable conduct. 
 
Any student who is determined, after an investigation, to have engaged in bullying, intimidation or harassment will be 
subject to disciplinary consequences as provided in this handbook, including but not limited to, suspension and expulsion 
consistent with the school and district’s discipline policy. Parents of students who have engaged in the above behavior will 
be notified.  Any student making a knowingly false accusation regarding harassment may also be subject to disciplinary 
consequences. 
 
Reporting Any Type of Harassment 
Students who believe they are victims of bullying, intimidation or harassment or have witnessed such activities are 
encouraged to discuss the matter with the following staff (Mr. Tom Schlich, Principal, Mr. Bruce Nielson, Spiritual Life 
Director. Mrs. Barb Claxton, Middle School Counselor, or Mrs. Tracy Mann, Office Secretary) who specifically are 
authorized to receive complaints and to respond to questions of sexual harassment, verbal or physical harassment, or 
incidents of bullying.  Complaints will be kept confidential to the extent possible given the need to investigate.  Students 
who make good faith complaints will not be disciplined. 
 
Administrative Detention 
When actions warrant, an administrative detention will be given. A form will be sent home that requires a parent’s 
signature and which must be returned either on the day of or prior to serving the detention.  Administrative detentions will 
be served after school from 3:15 pm – 4:00 pm.  An administrative detention may involve a work assignment, study 
assignment, homework completion, or quiet time.  No food, drink, or talking will be allowed while in detention.   
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Examples of actions which may result in an administrative detention are: having a cell phone visible/audible, continual 
classroom disruption, disrespect to a staff member or other adult, two violations of the dress code, five (5) tardies to 
school, three (3) tardies to a class, or other actions that are contrary to school guidelines and policies. Failure to serve an 
administrative detention may result in two additional detentions being assigned.  The following chart details our 
progressive discipline system (detentions accumulate throughout the school year).  For students exceeding the number of 
detentions listed on this chart, additional discipline will be determined by the administration.  This discipline may include 
suspension or the recommendation for expulsion.  The goal for assigning a detention is that the punishment will serve as 
a deterrent.  Students choosing not to cooperate (i.e., talking, laughing, disturbing others, etc.) during their detention 
period may receive additional disciplinary action. 
 

# Detention/Discipline 
1 Served after school 
2 Served after school 
3 * Served after school 
4 * Saturday Detention #1 
5 * Served after school 
6 * Saturday Detention #2 
7 * Served after school 
8 * ISS 
9 * Served after school 
10 * OSS 

 
Saturday Detentions 
Students who are assigned a fourth or sixth administrative detention during the semester will be given a Saturday 
Detention.  This is normally served from 8:00 am – 11:00 a.m., or the equivalent, on a Saturday or non-school day.  
Failure to show for a Saturday Detention will result in a suspension.  After a student has served a second Saturday 
Detention, a suspension may be the next major discipline administered.  A parent conference will be required after two (2) 
Saturday Detentions. 
 
A $10.00 Saturday Detention fee will be assessed to cover additional supervision incurred.  Serving a Saturday Detention 
takes precedent over extracurricular activities. 
 
Administration–Parent/Student Meeting 
The student and parents will meet with the Administration and discuss possible solutions to their specific problems. 
 
Suspensions 
This measure of discipline will be given for offenses which the administration considers very serious.  On matters of this 
nature, students will be notified of the offense and given the opportunity to explain their actions.  When a suspension 
becomes necessary, the parent will be contacted.   
 
Two types of suspensions may be given: 
 
In-School Suspension (ISS) – When an ISS is assigned, class work will be given that must be completed in isolation.  The 
student may also be required to complete a character research assignment.  Assigned class work or tests that are given 
on days a student is suspended must be completed for full credit.  Some infractions for which suspensions may be 
assigned include lying, swearing/vulgar/unacceptable language, fighting, cheating, stealing, truancy, forgery, blatant 
disrespect to a teacher, bullying, etc.  While suspended, a student may not participate in any extra-curricular activities.  
The second and any subsequent ISS may carry the additional penalty of having one (1) point deducted for each day 
suspended.  This will not exceed a deduction of ten (10) points in one nine-week period.  
Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) – Students who are removed from school for a period of time should realize they are 
one step away from expulsion.  Parents are advised to supervise their child and use this time to help the student work 
through any problems. The student may also be assigned a character research project. Similar to a second ISS, an 
academic penalty may result from an OSS and all work must be made up by the time the student returns to school.  
Reasons for assigning an out-of-school suspension include: receiving two in-school suspensions; repeated serious 
offenses; when a student’s presence is deemed a threat to safety or presents a major interruption to classroom 
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instruction; failure of a student to comply with disciplinary actions of the school, etc.  While suspended, students may not 
be on school property or participate in or attend any school activities.  The suspension carries the penalty of having two 
(2) percentage points deducted from the student’s current nine week’s grade in each subject for each day suspended.   
 
Attitude/Behavioral Probation 
Problem areas will be clearly communicated to both the student and parent(s).  Specific guidelines for improvement will be 
presented in writing.  To assist in this development process, there will be a weekly conference with the student.  Parents 
will also be contacted each week during the probationary period.  In addition to the above, a student’s school activities 
may be limited as well.  Probation will last for either a nine-week period or a semester.  If the student has not improved to 
a satisfactory level, he/she may be asked to withdraw from school or the probation may be continued for not more than 
one additional nine-week period. 

Contract Holds 
In the event that a student is placed on probation or has begun to exhibit a pattern of inappropriate behavior during the 
third or fourth nine-weeks, the principal may request that the administrative office hold the student’s contract for the 
following year.  If the student demonstrates a real desire to return by making significant progress in the attitude/behavior 
or academic areas, a contract for the following year will be sent out at the end of the current year.  Without significant 
evidence of progress, the student will not be allowed to return. 
 
Expulsion/Withdraw 
As a final aspect of discipline, students may face the possibility of being asked to withdraw or being expelled from PCMS.  
Offenses which can lead to expulsion are drug use, confirmed sexual immorality, continued serious offenses, failure to 
correct deficiencies specified in academic and behavioral probation, failure of parents to cooperate with the school 
concerning misconduct of the student, etc. 
 
Dangerous Objects or Weapons 
No object that can cause serious bodily harm shall be brought to school or school functions.  This includes firearms, 
knives, martial arts weapons, lighters, matches and other objects or materials that are facsimiles or that could be 
brandished in such a manner as to cause harm or serious injury.  Any student in possession of one of these objects may 
be placed in in-school or out-of-school suspension pending an investigation, which may lead to expulsion. 
 
Bus and Shuttle Bus Rules 

1. Follow all directions of the driver or supervisor the first time given. 
2. Sit properly with feet on the floor at all times.  Hands, feet, and head or other objects must be inside the bus at all 

times. Boys and girls will sit on separate seats. 
3. Maintain the bus in a clean manner, and free from damage. 
4. Food, beverages, candy, and gum may be consumed on the bus only with permission of the driver or supervisor. 
5. Be respectful of others on the bus in words and actions. 
6. Appropriate school rules and consequences apply to students on buses.  
7. Wait for the bus in designated areas.  Do not leave the designated area without permission of a supervisor.  (at 

the middle school and the main campus) 
8. Walk to and from the bus.   
9. Electronic devices may be used on buses only with permission of the driver or supervisor. 

 
Consequences (If a student chooses to break a rule) 

1. First incident: Driver or supervisor verbally warns the student. 
2. Second incident: Conference with principal; parents are notified. 
3. Third incident: Detention issued; student may be assigned a front seat. 
4. Fourth incident: Student’s bus riding privileges are revoked from 1-10 days. 
5. Subsequent incidents: Student’s bus riding privileges are revoked from 1-10 days, and the student may be 

referred for probation or other administrative discipline, including withdrawal from school. 
 
SEVERE CLAUSE: For major violations at any time, a student may have bus privileges suspended, or receive other 
disciplinary action. 
 



47 
 
 
 

5th – 8th DRESS CODE  
 
THE ADMINISTRATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE IF A STUDENT IS NOT DRESSED MODESTLY, 
NEATLY, OR APPROPRIATELY. 
 
General Philosophy 
The standard of dress at Peoria Christian Middle School is designed to reflect modesty, neatness, and 
appropriateness.  It is designed to contribute to a distinctive Christian education and promote an effective learning 
environment. 
• Modesty can be defined as making sure our bodies are covered in such a way as to honor the Lord and not to offend   

and/or tempt those around us. 
• Neatness can be defined as a look that is clean with clothes that are proper fitting and in good repair. 
• Appropriateness can be defined as wearing clothes that fit the occasion.  In a school setting, appropriate clothes are 

those that do not hinder the educational process or draw attention to oneself. 
 
Dress Code Violation Consequences 
1st  Warning 
2nd Administrative Detention 
3rd Loss of jeans/shorts privilege for one week. 
4th Conference with student, parent, Principal.   Consequences to be determined. 
 
General Dress Code Guidelines (5-8) 

 
For Young Men and Young Ladies 
 
All 5-8 students are to wear an approved PCS standardized shirt when on campus, before school, and after school each 
day of attendance. The shirt is not to be altered in any manner and is to be appropriately sized. PCS standardized apparel 
must be the outer layer at all times. A PCS logo shirt must be worn under the PCS sweatshirt, hoodie, or sweater 
including PCS outer garments that can be unbuttoned or unzipped. PCS approved jackets are the only acceptable jackets 
that can be worn during school hours. PCS standardized apparel may be purchased at The Charging Station or online at 
Land’s End. 
 
Monday, Thursday, and Friday all students may wear PCS logo t-shirts/PCS activity t-shirts (issued by PCS). On Tuesday 
and Wednesday students must wear a PCS logo collared shirt. 
• All clothing should meet PCS standards of modesty, neatness, and appropriateness.   
• All clothing should be clean and in good repair.  Clothing should be without rips, tears, holes, patches, and frays. 
• All clothing should fit properly.  Clothing should not be excessively tight, baggy, or long. 
• All clothing should provide appropriate covering.  No cleavage for girls and undergarments/underwear should remain 

covered at all times for boys and girls when standing, sitting, or bending.  
 
Acceptable Pants / Shorts: 
• Pants (i.e. jeans, khakis, etc.) that are free from tears, frayed spots, patches, and fit properly. 
• No athletic pants/shorts 
• No Fatigues 
• Shorts (Boys) – long non-athletic shorts 
• Shorts (Girls) – capris and top of the knee length (Bermuda) shorts 
• Skirts (Girls) – minimum length must touch top of the knees including slit 
 
Styles, Fads, Miscellaneous 
• No hats, caps, or bandanas are to be worn during school hours. 
• No dog collars, spiked bracelets, thick chains, or wallet chains allowed 
• No Tattoos, body or tongue piercings (except ear piercings for girls) Excessive ear piercing will be determined by the 

administration 
• Boys may not wear earrings or ear plugs at school or any school sponsored / school related events 
• Jeggings are not permitted. 
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• Girls may only wear leggings with a dress code length skirt.   
 
Dress on Field Trips 
Standardized shirt / top and approved bottom.  Casual dress is not to be worn on trips unless the nature of the trip 
specifically is designed for it.  The trip supervisor may require / allow dress up or dress down. 
 
Logo T-Shirt Days: (Casual Days)  
Monday, Thursday, and Friday are Logo T-shirt days.  Students are allowed to wear a t-shirt that is PCS logo-wear (i.e. 
athletic / activity t-shirt, purchased logo-wear, etc).  Clothing worn on casual days must still meet general dress code 
guidelines of modesty, neatness, and appropriateness (i.e. clean and in good repair, properly fitting, etc.).  The 
administration may also announce casual days for certain events or activities at their discretion. 
 
Chapel Dress 
Students are required to wear PCS logo collared tops on chapel day.  A PCS logo collared shirt must be worn under any 
PCS outer garment. 
 
Hair Guidelines 
• Hair must be neatly groomed and remain one of the natural colors (brown, black, blonde, and red).  Attention drawing 

hairstyles are NOT acceptable. 
• Styles with too much height or girth are NOT acceptable. 
• For boys, hair must be above the eyebrows, off the collar, and cannot come past the middle of the ear. 
• A student will be given TWO days to get a haircut. 
• Sideburns may not extend past the bottom of the ear. 
• Boys must be clean shaven. 
• Students are expected to be within these guidelines at all times.  It will not be our policy to constantly remind students 

of the need for a haircut, trim, etc. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Matthew 18 Principle 
We believe the principles in Matthew 18 should be used when any problem or misunderstanding occurs.  When you go to 
those directly involved in the misunderstanding or situation, you can generally resolve most problems.  The administration 
should be brought into the issue only after parents, students, and teachers have discussed the situation. 
 
Asbestos Management Plan 
In accordance with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Act (AHERA, 40 CFR763), copies of the Peoria Christian School 
Asbestos Management Plan are on file in each building office.  These plans may be inspected by calling and making 
arrangements to view them from the building principal. 
 
Pesticide Notification 
From time to time, Peoria Christian School applies pesticides, usually not during the normal school day.  Should you 
desire to be notified of any applications, please let your principal know this and we will contact you to inform you of an 
application schedule. 
 
Awards – Academic 
PCMS students must earn all "A's" and "B's" in all subjects to be on the Honor Roll.  These accomplishments will be 
based on yearly grades and will be presented at the year-end awards assembly.  
 
An Honor Roll Certificate will be awarded for the following yearly grades:  
• High Honors: all A’s  
• Honors: all A’s and B’s 
 
Awards – Athletics 
For detailed information, please refer to the Athletic Handbook. 
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Awards – Character 
The “Walking Worthy” award is based on Colossians 1:10 and is given annually to one eighth grade student.  The 
recipient of this award has exemplified the qualities found in I Timothy 4:12. This student is selected by his/her peers and 
teachers.   
  
Awards – Music  
Awards will be determined by the music department. 
 
Closed Campus Policy/Visitors 
Peoria Christian Middle School operates under a closed-campus policy.  Once a student arrives on school property in the 
morning, they are not to leave until dismissed from school in the afternoon.  The closed-campus policy is in effect for after-
school activities as well.  Parents and friends must check in at the office upon entering the building during school hours 
and receive (and wear) a visitor badge.  Forgotten homework, books, lunches, etc. must be left in the office rather than 
being taken directly to the student or locker. 
 
Parents and prospective students are welcome to visit our classes by making arrangements through the school office at 
least 24 hours in advance.  At the time of the visit, please check in at the office.  All visitors, and visiting students, must 
abide by school regulations.  Due to enrollment and liability, student guest passes will not be issued during the regular 
school day except for prospective students or out-of-town relatives.  Prospective students and their parents are welcome 
to visit our classes by making arrangements through the school office at least 24 hours in advance.  At the time of the 
visit, please come to the office first.  All visitors must abide by school regulations, including dress code.   
 
Computers 
Students are not allowed to use any computers or computer devices (PCS owned or personally owned) until the 
Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) has been read and an AUP User Agreement Form for the current school year turned in to 
the office.  The student and parent(s) must sign the Agreement Form.   
 
Students and parents must understand that if a student chooses to violate the AUP agreement this is a Category 2 
infraction and will be dealt with accordingly.  A student may also have their computer privileges taken away for a period of 
time to be determined by the Principal.   
 
Copy Machines 
We are unable to run copies on our office machines for parents or students on a routine basis.  On an exception basis 
only, we may run copies for ten cents per copy.   
 
Corporal Punishment Policy 
Corporal punishment in Illinois schools is prohibited by state statutes.  Peoria Christian School does reserve the right to 
use reasonable force to maintain the safety for other students, faculty, staff, and facilities. 
 
Damaged or Lost School Property 
Textbooks, uniforms, and any other school equipment checked out to the student are the student’s direct responsibility.  If 
lost, stolen, damaged, or destroyed at or away from school, the student will be required to pay for these items.  Uniforms, 
instruments, and equipment that are checked out to a student must be returned to the teacher/coach responsible for the 
articles within seven (7) days of the last usage.  A daily fine may be charged beyond the seven days. 
 
Care of Students with Diabetes 
If your child has diabetes and requires assistance with managing this condition while at school and school functions, a 
Diabetes Care Plan must be submitted to the school principal. Parents/guardians are responsible for and must: 
 

1. Inform the school in a timely manner of any change which needs to be made to the Diabetes Care Plan on file 
with the school for their child. 

2. Inform the school in a timely manner of any changes to their emergency contact numbers or contact numbers of 
health care providers. 

3. Sign the Diabetes Care Plan. 
4. Grant consent for and authorize designated school representatives to communicate directly with the health care 

provider whose instructions are included in the Diabetes Care Plan. 



50 
 
 
 

Drop-off/Pick-up 
No students should be dropped off before 7:30 a.m.  Drop-off of all middle school students must take place in the back 
of the school.  The drive behind the school is one way – enter from Monroe Avenue and exit onto Division Street.  The 
drive is a two-lane road.  When dropping off please pull as far forward as possible.   
 
Pick-up must also take place in the back of the school.  Use the same procedure as drop-off.  Because we have all grades 
dismissed at 3:20 p.m., we ask 7/8 grade parents to arrive between 3:25 and 3:30 p.m. Parents should always continue to 
pull forward to allow other parents to move forward behind you.  If your child is not outside waiting for you, please make a 
lap around the building and get back in line.  All students must be picked up by 4:00 p.m. or a parent MAY be asked to 
pay a fee for childcare.    
 
At pick-up time, the lane closest to the building is for 5th and 6th grade students, the outside is for 7th and 8th graders, and 
the center lane should remain clear for vehicles passing through.  We ask that you do not block the crosswalk and that all 
student and parents use the crosswalk when crossing the drive.  When exiting onto Division Street, the right lane must 
turn right, the left lane must turn left.   
 
If your child needs to stay beyond 4:00 p.m., please contact the main campus and ask about Rogy’s after school care 
program.  Your child could shuttle to the California campus and be a part of Rogy’s after school care program (there is a 
fee for this program). 
 
If you need to enter the building, please park in a marked parking spot if possible or in the outer portion of the parking lot.  
We ask if you are going to be in the building during lunch periods that you park in a marked parking spot as our students 
have a short recess on the blacktop after lunch. 
 
We would ask that you please drive slowly and cautiously in our neighborhood.  The speed limit is 25 mph. 
 
Game/Practice Regulations 
For all students, the hallways, lockers, and classrooms are off limits before, during, and after games and practices.  
Please know and understand the athletic handbook. 
 
Library 
The middle school library will be open on a daily basis.  Library fines will be levied as follows: 
• Ten cents per day, per book. 
• $2.00 per day on overnight reserve books. 
• If a student has a book in their possession (including their locker) that has not been properly checked out, the student 

will be subject to a $5.00 fine. 
• All books must be returned and all fines paid before a student will receive their report card. 
• All overdue books must be returned to the library and fines paid before additional library materials may be checked 

out. 
• If a book is lost or damaged, the actual replacement cost must be paid. 
 
Lockers 
Lockers are the property of Peoria Christian Middle School, and are provided as a service for students to secure their 
belongings.  The school reserves the right of inspection and search at any/all times.  All middle school students will be 
issued a locker which must be kept neat and clean.  Food may not be left in lockers overnight. Locker doors are to be 
closed when not in use.  Acceptable decorations for the inside of lockers are pictures of family, friends, pets, as well as 
posters of sports heroes who have good reputations.   The outside of lockers may be decorated only with the approval of 
the student’s homeroom teacher, and may be decorated only with items related to Peoria Christian Schools. White boards 
or similar items may not be on the outside of lockers.  When decorating the inside of lockers, avoid TV and secular music 
stars.  NO TAPE may be used – only magnets or sticky-tack.  Padlocks are available in the office for 7th and 8th grade 
students.  A $5.00 rental fee is required. Students are not to change lockers, or use more than one locker without 
permission.  Administrative detentions may be issued for dirty or messy lockers.   
 
Any problem with a locker should be reported to the office.  Students are responsible to pay for any locker damage they 
do in violation of the above rules.   
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Lost & Found 
The general Lost and Found operates from the middle school office.  Lost and Found for clothing items left in P.E. 
operates from the locker rooms.  Items which have not been reclaimed after two weeks may be disposed of as necessary.  
Please make sure your child’s belongings are marked. 
 
Lunch 
Students are allowed to bring their lunch from home. Lunches are also available to purchase through a monthly order form 
that is available online at http://peoriachristian.h1.hotlunchonline.net/. 
 
There are microwaves that the students are allowed to use. A milk card can be purchased from a “milk mom” at lunch for 
$10.00 for 30 milks. 
 
Parent Volunteers 
We could not get along without the numerous people who help us in so many ways.  Thank you for your unselfish and 
untiring devotion to the Lord, the school, and our children.  We would like to ask one favor if you choose to volunteer; in a 
classroom, please understand the need to be a good example in the areas of conduct and dress. When working in a 
position of authority (examples: classroom aides, picture person, library volunteer, field trip monitors, etc.), or when 
performing other volunteer responsibilities (examples: lunchroom volunteer, milk mom, etc.), we request you follow the 
standard of dress at Peoria Christian Middle School that is designed to reflect modesty, neatness, and 
appropriateness.   
 
Please sign in and out on the office sign-in sheet and pick up and wear a visitor badge each time you volunteer.  We 
would ask all volunteers to please park in the marked parking spots on the north end of the lot (next to gymnasium) – as 
many days our students have recess in the open section of the parking lot.  Thank you. 
 
Physical Education 
Students are expected to participate in P.E. each day.  P.E. uniforms are required and may be purchased at the school for 
a cost of $22.00 (shirt $10.00, shorts $12.00).  Showers are available for student use, however, students must provide 
their own towel if they wish to shower.  If you feel your child should not participate in P.E. due to a medical condition or 
injury on a given day, state your request and send it to the teacher.  For anything longer than 3 days, we need to have a 
doctor’s excuse in order for the student to remain out of P.E.  A doctor’s note must also be provided to return to P.E.   
 
Withholding Report Cards 
Report cards may be held, Power School access may be blocked, and no official records can be transferred to other 
schools if a family is in arrears on tuition payments or a student owes fines of $15.00 or more for the following: 

• Library fines and other charges made for the loss, misuse, or destruction of school property; 
• Charges for the purchase of yearbooks, pictures, or similar items; 
• Charges for optional travel undertaken by a school club or group of students outside of school hours;  
• Charges for admission to school sponsored events;  
• Optional community service programs for which fees are charged. 
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  Peoria Christian School 
  Information For Families With 
  9th– 12th Grade Students  

 
MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 
 
Mission Statement: Peoria Christian School supports the Christian home and church by preparing students to lead 
Christ-like lives through a biblical approach to education. 
 
Vision Statement: To produce academically skilled students who are equipped with a biblical worldview and who will 
impact the world for Christ. 
 
Peoria Christian High School Vision Statement: Understanding the times in which our students live, the PCS HS 
department will unashamedly build on the truths learned and taught, both spiritually and academically, looking expectantly 
for God to shape our student’s hearts and minds. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL HOURS 
Zero Hour Schedule 
8:00 am – 3:20 pm 

Regular Schedule 
8:50 am – 3 :20 pm 

  
Half Day Zero Hour Schedule 
8:15 am – 12:45 pm 

Half Day Regular Schedule 
8:50 am – 12:45 pm 

 
2016-2017 Bell Schedules 
 
Regular Schedule 

Period Begins Ends  
0 8:00 8:46 46 minutes 
1 8:50 9:44 46 minutes  
2 9:48  10:34 46 minutes 
3 10:38 11:24 46 minutes 
4 11:28 12:17 46 minutes  

Lunch 12:17 12:47 30 minutes 
5 12:51  1:37 46 minutes 
6 1:41 2:27 46 minutes 
7 2:31 3:20 46 minutes  

 
Activity Schedule (Chapels, Assemblies) 
Period Begins Ends   

0 8:00 8:40 40 minutes 
HR 8:50 9:54  4 minutes  

Activity 8:58 9:42 44 minutes 
1 9:46 10:26 40 minutes 
2 10:30  11:10 40 minutes 
3 11:14 11:54 40 minutes 
4 11:58 12:38 40 minutes  

Lunch 12:38 1:08 30 minutes 
5 1:12 1:52 40 minutes 
6 1:56 2:36 40 minutes 
7 2:40 3:20 40 minutes  
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Half-Day Schedule 
Period Begins Ends   
0 8:15 8:45 30 minutes 
1 8:50 9:21 31 minutes  
2 9:25 9:55 30 minutes 
3 9:59 10:29 30 minutes 
4 10:33 11:03 30 minutes  
5 11:07 11:37 30 minutes 
6 11:41 12:11 30 minutes 
7 12:15 12:45 30 minutes  
 
Reverse Activity Schedule 
Period Begins Ends   

0 8:00 8:40 40 minutes 
1 8:50 9:30 40 minutes  
2 9:34 10:14 40 minutes 
3 10:18 10:58 40 minutes 
4 11:02  11:42 40 minutes 
5 11:46 12:26 40 minutes 

Lunch 12:26 12:56 30 minutes  
6 1:00 1:40 40 minutes 
7 1:44 2:26 42 minutes 

Activity 2:30 3:20 50 minutes  
 
Building Hours 
Generally, students are admitted to the building before school begins. We recommend that students do not arrive to 
school more than 20 minutes before their first class. Students are to assemble in the south gym. 
 
Students, unless staying for a school activity, are asked to vacate the building as soon as school ends or no later than 
4:00 pm. Parents will be contacted if violation of this standard becomes habitual. Younger siblings are not permitted to 
wait around for older siblings who have games or practices after school. Students who need to see a teacher or go to the 
library after school may do so if he/she promptly goes to those locations. Please leave the building when finished, and do 
not abuse the privilege. 
 
GENERAL HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 
Asbestos Management Plan 
In accordance with the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Act (AHERA, 40 CFR763), copies of the Peoria Christian School 
Asbestos Management Plan are on file in each building office. These plans may be inspected by calling and making 
arrangements to view them through the building principal. 
 
Corporal Punishment Policy 
Corporal punishment in Illinois schools is prohibited by state statutes. Peoria Christian School does reserve the right to 
use reasonable force to maintain safety for other students, faculty and staff. 
 
Pesticide Notification 
From time to time, Peoria Christian School applies pesticides, usually not during the normal school day. Should you desire 
to be notified of any applications, please let your principal know this and we will contact you to inform you of an application 
schedule. 
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PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS and BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
 
Birth Certificates 
Each student is required to have a certified copy of his/her birth certificate to the office where he/she is enrolled. Per 
the Illinois Compiled Statutes (325 ILCS 50/5; 325 ILCS 55/5; 105 ILCS 5/27-8.1), we are required to maintain updated 
records at all times. This document must be turned in no later than SEPTEMBER 10th. If we have not received your 
child’s birth certificate by that date, they will be excluded from school on the following school day, until it is submitted. 

Immunization 
These documents must be turned in no later than SEPTEMBER 10th. If we have not received these documents by that 
date, your child will be excluded from school on the following school day, until the documents are submitted. 
 
* Religious objection can be from the parent or legal guardians. However, parents or legal guardians who object, for 
religious reasons, to their child being immunized for school entrance must submit a Certificate of Religious Exemption, 
which now must be signed by a health care provider. Signed into law on August 3, 2015, this new legislation requires a 
health care provider to sign the certificate confirming they have provided education to the parents or legal guardians about 
the benefits of immunizations and the health risks of not vaccinating students. The new certificate is available online at the 
ISBE website (www.isbe.net/research/pdfs/immun-exam-gdlns-religious-exempt.pdf). 
 
Physical Examinations 
The required physical examination and needed immunizations must also be on file at PCS. These may be obtained 
up to twelve (12) months before the beginning of school. The Illinois Revised Statutes require that school children be 
adequately immunized against measles, mumps, rubella, chicken pox, tetanus, diphtheria, poliomyelitis, pertussis, and 
hepatitis B. If there is an objection based on religious or medical grounds (77 Ill. Adm. Code 665.510; 77 Ill Adm. Code 
665.520), please submit the appropriate letter with that statement to include in your child’s file.  Immunization objection 
letters are only good for 1 year. Medical objection can ONLY come from a doctor. Religious objection can be from a 
parent. 

This document must be turned in no later than SEPTEMBER 10th. If we have not received it by that date, your child will 
be excluded from school on the following school day, until the document is submitted. 

Violence or Threats of Physical Harm 
Any student who threatens or actually harms another student, teacher, staff member, or parent may be suspended and 
considered for expulsion. Physical fighting is strictly prohibited at school and all participants may be suspended or even 
expelled. For this reason, even such things as pushing other students, slapping someone on the back, or punching them 
in the arm could be misconstrued as violence and thus should not be done. 
 
ABSENCES/ATTENDANCE 
 
It is the philosophy of PCS that minimum absenteeism results in maximum learning. Our policy encourages punctuality 
and regular attendance by all students. We believe this is important for these reasons: 
• No student can achieve his or her full potential by receiving the benefit of only part of an assignment or discussion. 

Research clearly demonstrates that regular attendance is one of the single greatest predictors of academic success. 
• Good work and attendance habits, cultivated in school, will help students be prepared for higher education and 

lifetime work. 
• Attendance is part of a student’s permanent school record. College admissions’ counselors and prospective 

employers inquire about a student’s attendance record. 
• The Bible teaches diligence, faithfulness, and stewardship of time and resources. We respectfully request your 

assistance as parents to instill a sense of obligation and responsibility in our students and your children. 
 
Absences 
Parent(s) must call the school office by 9:00 am on the day of an absence and give specific reasons for their child’s 
absence. Legitimate reasons for absences include sickness, death in the family, doctor or dental appointments, 
and emergencies. If parents do not contact the school, a high school office staff member will call you to acknowledge the 
absence of your child.  
A student that is tardy fifteen (15) minutes or more will be counted as absent for the class period. 
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A student must be in attendance for at least five (5) full periods to be considered in attendance for a full day. To be 
considered for one-half day of attendance, a student must be in attendance for at least two (2) full periods. If a student is 
absent for more than a half day they cannot participate in extra-curricular activities the day of absence. 
 
Should a student need to leave school for a doctor or dentist appointment, a note should be given to the office prior to first 
hour. This will allow us to inform the appropriate teachers and makes it easier for the student to check out when 
necessary. 
 
Students in grades 9-12 may sign themselves in and out at the office if arriving or leaving during school hours, but a note 
from the parent is required stating the reason for arriving late or leaving early. 
 
A student who is absent (excused or unexcused) in excess of fifteen (15) days per semester in a class may lose 
opportunity to receive credit for that class. Notification from the school will go as follows: 
• Tenth (10) absence – parents will receive written notification 
• Twelfth (12) absence – parents will receive 2nd written notification and a parent conference will be held. 
• Fifteenth (15) absence - Administration will deem whether student will be removed from course and placed into a 

study hall. 
 
Students are to secure a PRE-ARRANGED ABSENCE FORM from the office. This form must be completed by having 
each teacher sign in the column provided and then signed by Principal.  
 
A copy of this form will be sent home to parents via their student if there are significant concerns expressed by 
the teachers of which the parents need to be made aware. Students are to complete all class work in advance, if 
possible, or make prior arrangements with teachers as to the date it must be turned in after they return. 
 
Class non-participation 
If a student cannot participate in music or physical education, a note of explanation from the parents must be presented to 
the teacher. For extended periods of non-participation, a note from the attending physician should be provided. 

College Visitation Days 
Most colleges have special days for students to visit. Many of these days are on Saturday or on school holidays that are 
not observed by colleges. Students should take advantage of these days. On these special days colleges organize guided 
tours of the campus, time with admission counselors, and a visit to the financial aid office.  
 
If you are not able to take advantage of these special days, students may request an absence from school. Two days per 
year are given to junior students and two days per year are given to senior students as college days to visit colleges and 
universities of their choice. Additional days may be granted for out-of-state visits with advanced permission from Principal. 
College visits do not count against the student for exam exemption. A parent note needs to be given for the request. 
 
School Activity Absence 
This absence includes those times when an approved school event (like a field trip, athletic contest/travel, music 
performances, etc.) takes the student out of class during the regular school day. These absences do not count against the 
student’s total number allowed per semester.  
 
Truancies – See “Discipline” Section Also 
Absence without the parents and/or school’s knowledge and permission is considered truancy. This includes not 
coming to school or skipping a class. The first truancy will result in an in-school suspension and a parent 
conference. Subsequent truancies will result in harsher discipline and academic penalties. 
 
Tardies 
Punctuality is a virtue that should be cultivated in everyone’s life. We expect our students to be here before school begins 
each day.  
• Tardy to School – Students who are tardy and arrive during first hour must go to the office to obtain at tardy slip from 

the office prior to going to class. Each student is allowed four (4) unexcused tardies to school for any reason during a 
semester. The fifth (5) unexcused tardy to school in a semester will result in a Tardy Detention. Every unexcused 
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tardy to school in a semester thereafter will warrant an additional Tardy Detention.  Tardy Detentions will not count 
towards Administrative Detentions. 

• Tardy to Class – A student that is tardy fifteen (15) minutes or more will be counted as absent for the class period. 
The first two tardies during a semester will result in a warning. A third tardy to that class will result in a Tardy 
Detention. Every tardy to that class thereafter will warrant an additional Tardy Detention. 

• Tardy Detentions - If a tardy detention is not served on the appointed date, the detention will be doubled. Missing the 
doubled tardy detention may result in a Workday. 

• Fourth Tardy Detention – The Fourth Tardy Detention (includes both to school and to class) in a semester will result 
in a Workday in addition to the regular Tardy Detention. When two Workdays (in the course of the semester, are 
received for tardies, parents may be called for a parent conference to discuss solutions for the habitual lateness. 
Increased penalties (In-School Suspension / Out-of-School Suspension) may be implemented if continued tardiness 
occurs. Fees and academic penalties will be implemented for Workday Tardy Detentions and Suspensions. Tardy 
Detentions will not count towards Administrative Detentions.  

• If a teacher keeps a student for a few minutes after class, he/she may write a note in the “hall pass section” of the 
student’s agenda so a tardy will not be assessed in the next class. 

 
NOTE: Tardies may be waived by the administration for such things as inclement weather, doctor and dental 
appointments, or traffic congestion. 

 
Inclement Weather 
Should school need to be canceled because of snow or other inclement weather conditions, this announcement will be 
aired over the following stations: Radio and TV stations WMBD (1470 AM and Channel 31), WHOI TV (Channel 19), 
Radio Station WCIC (91.5 FM), and WBNH (88.5 FM). We will make every attempt to get this on the air by 6:30 a.m. 
Please do not call the school. Please be aware that delayed openings may also be announced. We could possibly delay 
the opening of school for one or two hours (or potentially decide to cancel) depending upon weather conditions. Please 
continue to listen for updates on the above listed stations. 
 
HIGH SCHOOL DRESS CODE  
 
Dress Code Philosophy 
The standard of dress at Peoria Christian School is designed to reflect modesty, neatness, and appropriateness. It is 
designed to contribute to a distinctive Christian education and promote an effective learning environment. The 
administration reserves the right to determine if a student is not dressed modestly, neatly, or appropriately. 
 
• Modesty is defined as ensuring we are dressed in a way that honors Christ and does not offend and/or tempt others. 
• Neatness is defined as clothing that is clean, properly fitting, and in good repair. 
• Appropriateness is defined as clothes that fit a school setting and not necessarily a social activity. 
 
Dress Code Guidelines 
All high school students are to wear an approved PCS standardized shirt while on campus for each day of attendance, 
including before and after school. The shirt is not to be altered in any manner and is to be appropriately sized. The PCS 
standardized apparel must be the outer layer of clothing at all times. All PCS standardized collared shirts can be 
purchased from The Charging Station or Land’s End. Students can wear any sweatshirt/jacket purchased through The 
Charging Station and Land’s End. 
 
General Dress Code Guidelines 
• All clothing should meet PCS standards of modesty, neatness, and appropriateness.  
• All clothing should be clean and in good repair. Clothing should be without rips, tears, holes, patches, and frays. 
• All clothing should provide appropriate covering. No cleavage for girls and undergarments/underwear should remain 

covered at all times for boys and girls when standing, sitting, or bending.  
• PCS standardized collared shirt must be worn under the PCS zip-up hoodie or sweater that can be 

unbuttoned or unzipped. PCS approved jackets are the only acceptable jackets that can be worn during school 
hours.  
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• Jewelry should be moderate and in good taste. Boys may not wear earrings or ear plugs at school or any school 
sponsored/related events. Girls may not wear ear plugs at school or any school sponsored/related events. Excessive 
ear piercing will be determined by the administration. 

• During school hours, hats, caps, bandanas, etc. should be removed while in the building. 
• Dog collars, spiked bracelets, thick chains, or wallet chains are not to be worn. 
• Tattoos, body and tongue piercings are not allowed. 
 
Acceptable Pants/Shorts/Skirts  
• Pants that are free from tears, holes, frayed spots, patches, and fit properly 
• No athletic pants/shorts 
• No jeggins 
• No fatigues 
• Shorts (Boys) – long non-athletic shorts 
• Shorts (Girls) – capris and knee length (bermudas) shorts 
• Skirts (Girls) – minimum length must touch top of the knees  
 
Logo T-Shirt Days (Casual Days) 
Each Friday is Logo T-shirt day. Students can wear a PCS logo-wear t-shirt (i.e. athletic or activity t-shirt, purchased logo-
wear, etc.). Clothing worn on casual days must still meet general dress code guidelines of modesty, neatness, and 
appropriateness. Administration may also announce casual days for certain events or activities at their discretion. 
 
Student Council Tuesday T-shirt 
Students can purchase a themed Student Council t-shirt and a class t-shirt that may be worn on Tuesday’s or Friday’s. 
Note: the previous year’s shirt may be worn only on Friday’s. 
 
Extracurricular Events 
• Field Trips – Standardized shirt and approved pants are to be worn on field trips. Casual dress is not to be worn on 

trips unless approval is granted by administration.  
• Athletic/Extracurricular Events – General guidelines of modesty, neatness, and appropriateness apply. Please note 

that boys are not to wear earrings. 
 
Dress Code Disciplinary Procedures 
Dress Code violations begin at the start of each semester (this does not apply to hair violations). 

1st violation  –  Warning 
2nd violation  –  Administrative Detention 
3rd violation  – Administrative Detention, Workday & conference with parent and Principal  
4th violation & beyond–ISS  

 
Hair Code and Grooming Standards 
• Hair must remain one of the natural colors (black, brown, red and blonde). 
• Avoid extreme fads or decorations of a bizarre nature (oversized natural cuts, mullets, mohawks, high and tight, punk 

styles, feathers are examples). 
• Boys’ hair must be at or above the eyebrows, off the collar, and at or above the middle of the ear.  

 
Hair and Grooming Disciplinary Procedures 
Students are expected to be within these guidelines at all times. It will not be our policy to constantly remind students of 
the need for a haircut, trim, etc. Also, a student will not be able to participate in extracurricular activities if he is sent home 
for violation of our hair policy.  

1st violation – Hair must be cut by the next school day (we will not wait for hair appointments).  
2nd violation – Administrative detention and student will be sent home until hair is cut to meet guidelines. 
3rd violation – Administrative detention and student will be sent home until hair is cut to meet guidelines. A parent  
               conference will be scheduled to discuss further action.  
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Student Council Formal Event Dress Code and Event Policy 
Events include, but are not limited to Homecoming, Vice Versa, and Spring Banquet. Neatness is expected from all 
participants. All female staff, students and guests must abide by our modesty and appropriateness guidelines or they will 
be asked to change, cover up or leave the event and will be subject to discipline as determined by the Administration.  
Dresses must meet these guidelines: 
• Absolutely no cleavage 
• Dress must cover the back (See Principal or Student Council Advisor for clarification) 
• Dress must come to the knee 
• No slits above the knee 
• Students will be released no earlier than 30 minutes prior to events scheduled end time. 
• Guests who are age 21 years or older on day of event will not be permitted to attend the Student Council sponsored 

event. 
• Junior high or middle school students will not be permitted to attend the Student Council sponsored event. 
• Any student currently serving an expulsion or suspension from ours or another school district will not be allowed to 

attend the Student Council sponsored event. 
• Student bringing a guest must fill out a Guest form and return to office by the Wednesday before the Student Council 

sponsored event. 
• Dress code violations will result in a Workday. This includes students that bring a date from outside PCS that are not 

in dress code. 
 
DISCIPLINE 
                          
Education at Peoria Christian School involves more than just quality academics. Character building is an integral part of 
our program. As Christians we operate from the premise that living lives based on Biblical standards enables us to glorify 
and please God. Within the school setting there are certain character traits, which not only please God, but also make for 
positive relationships within the school community. 
 
In an atmosphere of definitive and positive Christian standards of conduct, there is an opportunity for the development of 
a strong and stable Christian character. The purpose of discipline is to effect a positive change in our students. We seek 
to employ a progressive discipline system at PCS.  
 
Students, whose conduct and behavior outside of school reflects poorly on accepted Christian behavior, may 
result in school discipline. The level of discipline will vary based on the severity of the situation.  
 
Administrative Discipline 
As discipline progresses, or the severity of the infractions increase, the administration will be involved in determining the 
proper course of action. Generally, the following factors will be considered when addressing disciplinary issues: 
The rule broken/severity of the situation, the number of times the rule has been broken, and the attitude of the student. 
 
Administrative Detentions 
Administrative Detentions assigned by the Administration will be served on designated days before school from 7:45 – 
8:45 or after school from 3:30 - 4:30. Detentions earned on Thursday, Friday, or Monday will be served on Tuesday. 
Detentions earned on Tuesday or Wednesday will be served on Thursday. If the detention is not served on the assigned 
date the detention is doubled. Serving a detention takes precedent over extracurricular or outside activities (includes 
work). An Administrative Detention may involve a work assignment, study assignment, or quiet time. No food, drinks, or 
talking will be allowed while in detention. When a third Administrative Detention is served, the student’s parents will be 
notified that the next detention becomes a Workday Detention. Failure to show for an Administrative Detention will result 
in an additional detention being assigned.  
  
Tardy Detentions are on their own, separate from Administrative Detentions. Please refer to the “Tardies” section earlier in 
the handbook. 
 
Category I Infractions 
The following violations are examples of Category I infractions and may result in suspension and/or expulsion from school 
and may involve local authorities (this list is not all-inclusive and may be amended at the discretion of the administration): 
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• Use, sale, distribution, or possession of illicit drugs, involvement in the abuse of prescription or over the counter 
drugs, tobacco products (including e-cigs and the like), or alcoholic beverages (may be subject to drug test) 

• Sexual immorality, indecent exposure, or lewd behavior 
• Use of cell phones and social networking sites to transmit sexually explicit photos or images commonly referred to as 

sexting or possessing such photos or images on one’s phone or social network site. 
• Threats of violence or violent acts, possession of a potentially harmful weapon. 
 
Category II Infractions 
The following violations are examples of Category II infractions and will result in a variety of responses including, 
depending on the severity of the infraction, but is not limited to detention, suspension, parent meeting, probation, and or 
counseling. Repeated or severe violations will result in an increase in severity of the discipline, and could lead to 
expulsion (this list is not all-inclusive and may be amended at the discretion of the administration): 
• Vandalism (financial restitution may be required) 
• Stealing (financial restitution may be required)  
• Cheating 
• Lying 
• Forgery 
• Vulgar language or swearing 
• Sexual harassment  
• Pornography 
• Public displays of affection 
• Gambling 
• Defiance/disrespect to teachers or school authorities 
• Fighting 
• Use of Vapor pens before, during or after school on school grounds and school related activities 
• Use of the cell phone during school time or at school activities for purposes such as bullying, sending vulgar 

messages, or for purposes of giving or getting answers to tests, homework assignments, or other unauthorized 
communications. 

• Posting and participating in internet communications and social networking that are disruptive to school activities. 
(Such things as cyber-bullying, use of vulgar and profane language toward PCS students, faculty or families, 
spreading gossip or rumors which are disruptive to conducting school affairs are some examples of communications 
we will treat as though they are happening on our campus.) 

• AUP violations 
 
Category III Infractions 
The following violations are examples of Category III infractions and will usually result in an Administrative Detention. 
These violations are not as severe as Category I and II, but are still going to be dealt with accordingly. Repeated 
violations will result in an increase in severity of the discipline (this list is not all-inclusive and may be amended at the 
discretion of the administration): 
• Hall pass violation 
• Dress code violation 
• Classroom disruption 
• Parking violations 
• Tardies 
• Skipping detentions 
 
Cell Phone Violation: 
• During school hours, cell phones will be confiscated if brought into classrooms, library, lunchroom, gymnasium, or 

hallways without permission. Confiscated cell phones may be examined if deemed necessary by the administration.  
• Cell phones are to be left in cars or in lockers and must be turned OFF, not on vibrate or silent mode.  

The following disciple will be administered for cell phone violations: 
o 1st violation: Workday Detention and pick up cell phone at the end of the day. 
o 2nd violation: Workday Detention, pick up phone at end of the day and parent meeting. 
o 3rd violation: In School Suspension and parent meeting to determine student enrollment at PCS 
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Dress Code Disciplinary Procedures 
Dress Code violations begin at the start of each semester (this does not apply to hair violations). 

1st violation  –  Warning 
2nd violation  –  Administrative Detention 
3rd violation  – Administrative Detention, Workday & conference with parent and Principal  
4th violation & beyond–ISS  

 
Expulsion/Withdrawal 
As a final aspect of discipline, students may face the possibility of being asked to withdraw or of being expelled from PCS. 
Offenses which can lead to expulsion are drug usage, confirmed sexual immorality, continued serious offenses, failure to 
correct deficiencies specified in academic and behavioral probation, failure of parents to cooperate with the school 
concerning misconduct of the student, etc. 
 
Hair and Grooming Disciplinary Procedures 
Students are expected to be within these guidelines at all times. It will not be our policy to constantly remind students of 
the need for a haircut, trim, etc. Also, a student will not be able to participate in extracurricular activities if he is sent home 
for violation of our hair policy. Unlike the dress code, hair violations do not start over at the semester. 

1st violation – Hair must be cut by the next school day (we will not wait for hair appointments).  
2nd violation – Administrative detention and student will be sent home until hair is cut to meet guidelines. 
3rd violation – Administrative detention and student will be sent home until hair is cut to meet guidelines. A parent  
               conference will be scheduled to discuss further action.  

Probation 
The purpose of probation is to provide an opportunity for a student to correct special problems. Two (2) types of probation 
may be administered: 
• An academic probation 
• An attitude/behavior probation 
 
The student will meet with the Administration and discuss possible solutions to their specific problems. Problem areas will 
be clearly communicated to both the student and his/her parents. Specific guidelines for improvement will be presented in 
writing. To assist in this development process, there will be a weekly conference with the student. Parents will also be 
contacted each week of the probationary period. In addition to the above, a student’s school/extra-curricular activities may 
be limited as well. Probation will last for one semester period. 
 
Probation Contract Holds 
In the event that a student is placed on probation or has begun to exhibit a pattern of inappropriate behavior during the 
second semester, the principal may request that the administrative office hold the student’s contract for the following year. 
If the student demonstrates a real desire to return by making significant progress in the attitude/behavior or academic 
areas, a contract for the following year will be sent out at the end of the current year. Otherwise, without sufficient 
evidence of progress, the student will not be allowed to return. 
 
Suspensions 
This measure of discipline will be administered for repeated violations and offenses the school considers to be very 
serious. On matters of this nature, students will be notified of the offense and given the opportunity to explain their 
actions. When a suspension becomes necessary, the parents will be contacted by phone followed by a notice in writing. 
Two types of suspensions may be given: 
1.  In-School Suspension (ISS) - When an ISS is assigned, class work will be given that must be completed in 

isolation. The suspension carries the penalty of having one (1) point deducted from the student’s current nine-week 
grade in each subject for each day suspended. This is not to exceed a deduction of ten (10) points in one nine-week 
period. Class work assigned or a test given on days a student is suspended is to be completed for full credit. Some 
infractions for which suspensions will be assigned include swearing/vulgar language, fighting, cheating, forgery, 
stealing, truancy, blatant disrespect to a teacher, etc.  

2. Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) - Students who are removed from school for a period of time should realize they 
are one step away from expulsion. Parents are advised to supervise their child and use this time to help their student 
work through the problem. The suspension carries the penalty of having two (2) point deducted from the student’s 
current nine-week grade in each subject for each day suspended. This is not to exceed a deduction of ten (10) points 
in one nine-week period. Reasons for assigning an out-of-school suspension include: Category I violations, repeated 
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serious offenses, when a student’s presence is deemed a threat to safety or major interruption to classroom 
instruction, failure of a student to comply with disciplinary actions of the school, etc. While suspended, students may 
not be on school property, participate in or attend any school activities on that day. 

 
Tardies 
Punctuality is a virtue that should be cultivated in everyone’s life. We expect our students to be here before school begins 
each day.  
• Tardy to School – Students who are tardy and arrive during first hour must go to the office to obtain at tardy slip from 

the office prior to going to class. Each student is allowed four (4) unexcused tardies to school for any reason during a 
semester. The fifth (5) unexcused tardy to school in a semester will result in a Tardy Detention. Every unexcused 
tardy to school in a semester thereafter will warrant an additional Tardy Detention.  Tardy Detentions will not count 
towards Administrative Detentions. 

• Tardy to Class – A student that is tardy fifteen (15) minutes or more will be counted as absent for the class period. 
The first two tardies during a semester will result in a warning. A third tardy to that class will result in a Tardy 
Detention. Every tardy to that class thereafter will warrant an additional Tardy Detention. 

• Tardy Detentions - If a tardy detention is not served on the appointed date, the detention will be doubled. Missing the 
doubled tardy detention may result in a Workday. 

• Fourth Tardy Detention – The Fourth Tardy Detention (includes both to school and to class) in a semester will result 
in a Workday in addition to the regular Tardy Detention. When two Workdays (in the course of the semester, are 
received for tardies, parents may be called for a parent conference to discuss solutions for the habitual lateness. 
Increased penalties (In-School Suspension / Out-of-School Suspension) may be implemented if continued tardiness 
occurs. Fees and academic penalties will be implemented for Workday Tardy Detentions and Suspensions. Tardy 
Detentions will not count towards Administrative Detentions.  

• If a teacher keeps a student for a few minutes after class, he/she may write a note in the “hall pass section” of the 
student’s agenda so a tardy will not be assessed in the next class. 

 
NOTE: Tardies may be waived by the administration for such things as inclement weather, doctor and dental 
appointments, or traffic congestion. 

 
Teacher Discipline 
Initial discipline will typically be handled within the classroom. The teacher will handle problems such as general 
disturbances and minor classroom situations. These would be for continual talking, disturbing class, a pattern of not 
turning in homework, etc. The parent will be called if problematic behavior persists. Problems that continue may result in 
teachers assigning after-school detentions with the parent providing transportation. Teachers will refer more serious or 
continuing problems to the administration. 
 
Truancies 
Absence without the parents and/or school’s knowledge and permission is considered truancy. This includes not 
coming to school or skipping a class. The first truancy will result in an in-school suspension and a parent 
conference. Subsequent truancies will result in harsher discipline and academic penalties. 
 
Workday Detentions 
Students assigned a fourth Administrative Detention during the year will be given a Workday Detention to be served from 
8:00 AM and concludes at 11:30 AM or the equivalent. Failure to show for a Workday Detention will result in a 
suspension. After a student has served a second Workday Detention, that student may be suspended upon receiving the 
next disciplinary infraction that would have meant an Administrative Detention or Workday Detention.  
 
Serving a Workday detention takes precedent over extracurricular activities. A parent conference may be required after 
two (2) Workday Detentions. 
 
A student may also receive a Workday detention for cheating, AUP violations, lying, dress/hair code violations, etc. A $15 
Workday Detention fee will be assessed for each Workday served.  
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GENERAL HIGH SCHOOL REGULATIONS 
 
In order to maintain the learning environment, procedures of conduct have been established. The following are general 
school rules necessary for the orderly and safe operation of the school and are applicable to ALL students: 
 
Bicycles, Roller Skates/Blades & Skateboards 
Bikes may be ridden to and from school but should be walked on and off school property. IMPORTANT: We consider 
riding bikes to and from school a potentially dangerous situation and parents must take full responsibility if they allow their 
child to do so. Roller skates/blades, skateboards, or anything which might pose a danger, or is interruptive to the 
educational process, are not permitted at school. They will be confiscated and returned as students leave the campus at 
the end of the day.  
 
Church Attendance 
As a Christian school, we require all of our students and parents to be faithful and regular in attendance at their own local 
church. 
 
Closed Campus Policy/Visitors 
Peoria Christian School operates under a closed-campus policy. Once a student arrives on school property in the 
morning, he/she is not to leave until they are dismissed from school in the afternoon. The closed-campus policy covers 
assemblies, school activities and lunchtime as well. Please do not write notes asking for your student to be allowed 
to eat lunch off campus with friends.  
 
Parents and Youth Pastors must check in at the office for a visitor tag upon entering the building during school hours. 
Forgotten homework, books, lunches, etc. should be left in the offices rather than being taken directly to the classroom. 
 
If a parent needs to meet with a teacher, please arrange for an appointment at least 24 hours in advance. Please wait 
outside to pick up your children at dismissal time. If you desire to have a conference with an administrator or teacher, 
please call for an appointment so that we can be sure that person is available 
 
Parents and alumni are invited to attend our chapel services. Any other visitors must have administrative approval to be 
on campus. 
 
Due to enrollment and liability, student guest passes will not be issued during the regular school day except for 
prospective students or out-of-town relatives. Prospective students and their parents are welcome to visit our classes by 
making arrangements through the school office at least 24 hours in advance. At the time of the visit, please come to the 
office first. All visitors must wear a visitor tag and abide by school regulations, including dress code.  
 
Copy Machines 
We are not able to run copies on our office machines for parents or students. High School students may have copies 
made for them in the HS Library for a cost of fifteen (15) cents per page. 
 
Damaged or Lost School Property 
Textbooks, uniforms and any other school equipment checked out to students are their direct responsibility. If lost, stolen, 
damaged, or destroyed at or away from school, students will be required to pay for them. Uniforms, instruments, and 
equipment that are checked out to students must be returned to the teacher/coach responsible for the articles within two 
weeks of the last usage. A fine (per day) may be charged beyond the two weeks. 
 
Dangerous Objects or Weapons 
No object that can cause serious bodily harm shall be brought to school or school functions. This includes firearms, 
knives, martial arts weapons, lighters, matches, and other objects or materials that are facsimiles or that could be 
brandished in such a manner as to cause harm or serious injury. Any student in possession of one of these objects may 
be placed in in-school or out-of-school suspension pending an investigation, which may lead to an expulsion. 
 
Driving to School/Parking at School 
Because of our large student body, we bring an overabundance of cars into the neighborhood. We must be a good 
neighbor! Please observe the following: 
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• Drive slower than usual when traveling streets surrounding the school. 
• Students are not allowed to enter or exit by way of Wilson Street when arriving and leaving school at normal 

times.  
• Comply with all requests the school puts out for traffic patterns. Please check with the high school office for PCS 

traffic and parking rules. 
• Students are to park in the designated student spaces. 
• We reserve the right to require all students to be picked up on our property. 
• Students may not go to their cars during the school day unless they have permission from the office. 
• All high school students who drive to school must have their car registered with the school, buy a parking permit, and 

display it in their rear window. This is a cost of $5.00 per year. Students must park in the area designated for 
student parking.  

• Improper driving and parking will not be tolerated. Students who drive or park improperly will be issued a ticket at 
a cost $10.00 for each violation. 

• If a student receives more than two violations in a semester, driving privileges may be temporarily revoked. 
Parking violations include: 
o Blocking the dumpster or parking in undesignated areas. 
o Remaining in cars after they arrive on campus. 
o Playing music that can be heard loudly outside car. 
o Driving over 10 mph, etc. 
o Screeching tires in parking lot. 

 
Electronic Devices 
Students will be allowed to use Kindles, Nooks or iPads while in library during study hall hour. Teachers also have 
discretion to allow usage of devices for note taking purposes.  AUP must be signed and followed. 
 
Game Regulations 
For all students (Pre-K through 12th), the hallways, lockers, and classrooms are off limits at all games. Only the gym, front 
restrooms, and front lobby are open during the contest(s). Students in PK through 4th grade are not allowed to attend 
athletic events unless they are accompanied by an adult (older than high school age). If attending a game, this age 
student must stay with that adult at all times. Parents attending games must abide by the Tri-County Conference 
Sportsmanship Code. 
 
Hall Passes 
Any student out of class during a class period must have their own agenda with them, signed by a teacher or a request 
from the office. The destination of the student and the time the student left their classroom must be recorded 
 
Library 
All computer use in the library must be consistent with the PCS AUP. Internet use in the library must be 
monitored by adult staff. 
The High School Library will be open from 8:20 am until 4:00 pm each school day. Fines will be levied as follows: 
• Twenty-five cents per day per book for high school students. 
• $2.00 per day on overnight reserve books. 
• All materials must be returned and all fines must be paid before a student may receive his/her report card. 
 
Lockers 
Lockers are the property of the school, and are provided as a service for students to secure their belongings. The school 
reserves the right of inspection and search at any/all times. Students should not share their own locker combination with 
any other student. This combination is given to them in confidence. The school is not responsible for lost, stolen, or 
damaged goods belonging to students.  
 
Acceptable decorations for inside lockers are pictures of family, friends, pets, as well as posters of sports heroes who 
have good reputations.  
 
Any problems with a locker should be reported to the office. Students are responsible to pay for any locker damage they 
do in violation of the above rules. 
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Lost and Found 
Students are not to leave books, bags, or instruments on the hallway floor at any time. These items will be picked up and 
a fine charged for their return.  
 
Lost and Found for clothing items operates from the locker rooms and the High School Office. Lost and Found for books 
and all other items except clothing is located in the High School Office. Items which have not been reclaimed after two (2) 
weeks become the property of the school and may be donated to a local charity. Please mark your belongings to enable 
quick identification.  
 
Lunch, Snacks, Milk 
The junior class, Student Council and yearbook will have food available for students to purchase each day of the week. To 
ensure that you have a meal, complete the online order form each week through the PCS website. A milk program is 
provided for students. Food and beverages are to be consumed by students in the lunchroom or other areas assigned by 
the administration during designated lunch periods. Students are not to leave their tables until they are dismissed. No food 
or drink is allowed in the computer labs. 
 
Matthew 18 Principle 
We believe the Matthew 18 principles should be used when any problem or misunderstanding occurs. When you go to the 
person(s) directly involved in the problem or misunderstanding, you can generally solve most of the problems. 
Administration should be brought into the issue only after the parents, students, and teachers have discussed the 
situation. 
 
Medication and School Nurse 
Any student required to take medication while at the school must have parental notification filed in writing with the school 
office. Students may only bring daily dosages to school. The medication container must bear the student’s name and the 
name of the drug. Bulk medications including aspirin are not to be stored in student lockers. If your child has occasion to 
take an antibiotic, please work the time schedule around school hours. Home administration is safer. If, however, a 
medication needs to be taken during school hours, send a note indicating time and dosage. These medication containers 
also must bear the student’s name and the name of the drug. No student may at any time give or sell any medication 
to another student. 
 
Mothers and grandmothers from the PCS school community, who have been trained in nursing, generally fill the function 
of the school nurse. 
 
When a student is feeling sick, they are to notify their teacher. The teacher will fill out the pass section in their agenda 
sending them to the office first. The secretary in the office will phone the nurses station to see if a nurse is available. If the 
nurse is available the student will be sent or escorted to the nurse’s station. If not available, the secretary will administer 
proper care and/or call the parent to come get the student and take them home. Students are not to go directly to the 
nurse’s station. 
 
PE Uniforms 
There is a school-adopted uniform that you will have to purchase.  
 
Posters, Signs, and Other Printed Material 
An Administrator must approve posters, pamphlets and other published materials brought to school or posted at the 
school. 
 
Teacher’s Lounge and Back Stairs 
No student is to enter the Teacher’s Lounge without permission. The back stair well is off limits to student use except for 
emergencies. 
 
Telephones 
Making Phone Calls from PCS 
• Only with permission from office staff may students make phone calls during school hours. 
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Parent Calls to PCS 
• Other than messages that concern extreme emergencies or transportation problems, we are unable to pass along 

messages to students. Please plan ahead for transportation for after-school activities. 
• Parents communicating with a teacher, please follow these guidelines: 

o Email the teacher. 
o If possible, please send a note to the teacher with your student. If needed, the teacher will either return the note 

or call the parent. 
o Call the school office and leave a message for the teacher. If needed, the teacher will return your call at their 

earliest convenience. 
o As a last resort or in an emergency, you may call the teacher at home. 

 
Cell Phone Calls 
Cell phone technology creates unique challenges for a school environment. With the advent of cell phone cameras, video 
cameras, and instant messaging, we are now faced with academic security risks. Therefore, the following will be 
observed: 
• Cell phone use is not allowed during the school day, (see section under discipline) 
 
Waiting Before and After School 
• Batting, catching, and throwing balls before and after school is prohibited on all outside grounds. 
• Throwing snowballs is not permitted. 
• Students are not permitted in the parking lots from 8:00 am for zero hour and 8:50 am for 1st hour until 3:20 pm unless 

permission has been secured beforehand from the school office. This includes drivers going to their cars.  
• Parents are asked to pick up their children and car pool members no later than 4:00 pm. Those students waiting 

beyond 3:35 pm must wait outside or in the lobby right outside the High School Office. Students may not wander the 
building or property.  

• Students are not allowed to use play fields, playground, athletic equipment, or gymnasiums before or after school. 
Playground fences and trees are not to be climbed. The playground is off limits to high school students. 

 
ACADEMICS 
 
Distinguished Scholar Diploma (DSD) 
See Counselors or Administration for details 
 
Grading GPA Scale 

  AP 
Scale 

Honors/DC 
Scale 

Regular 
Scale 

A+ 100-99 5.0 4.5 4.0 
A 98-95 5.0 4.5 4.0 
A- 94-93 4.7 4.2 3.7 
B+ 92-91 4.3 3.8 3,3 
B 90-87 4.0 3.5 3.0 
B- 86-85 3.7 3.2 2.7 
C+ 84-83 3.3 2.8 2.3 
C 82-79 3.0 2.5 2.0 
C- 78-77 2.7 2.2 1.7 
D+ 76-75 2.3 1.8 1.3 
D 74-72 2.0 1.5 1.0 
D- 71-70 1.7 1.2 0.7 
F 69-0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
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High School Graduation Requirements 
Bible  4 Credits 
Language Arts  4 Credits 
Mathematics (1 Algebra; 1 Geometry)  3 Credits 
Science (1 Life; 1 Physical)  3 Credits 
Social Studies  3 Credits 
Physical Education (3 Semesters)  ¾ Credit 
Health (1 Semester)  ½ Credit 
Electives  2 ¾ Credits 
Miniterm  4  Credits 
TOTAL 25 Credits 
 
NOTE: Adjustments to the graduation requirements may be made for students who transfer into PCS during their 
high school years. These decisions will be made by the administration. 
 
High School Graduation Service Requirement 
All students will be required to complete 40 service hours prior to graduation. Detailed information about the service 
requirement is available from our high school counselors.  

1. Students are required to complete a minimum of 40 hours of service prior to graduation. Transfer students, after 
consultation with one of our guidance counselors, will have the number of required hours reduced. 

2. Students are to complete 10 hours per year. While we encourage students to engage in as many hours of service 
as possible, we will only log 10 hours of service each year towards the total hours needed for graduation. 

3. Service projects can be completed during the school year and during the summer. Up to 4 hours can be 
accumulated each year during the summer. 

For more details go to www.peoriachristian.org see downloads tab  
 
Grade Placement 
Grade Placement will generally be determined by the following criteria: 

 
Grade/Year Credits Earned 
9th – Freshman 0 – 5 ½ 
10th – Sophomore 5 ½ – 11 ½ 
11th – Junior 11 ½ – 17 ½ 
12th – Senior 17 ½ 
 
Academic Excellence Award – Given to any senior who received at least a grade of “A” (4.0) in all eight (8) semesters 
while in grades 9-12. 
 
Academic Letter – An academic pin is awarded to students in grades 9-12 who achieve high honors average for all 
grading periods. (GPA 3.70 and higher) 
 
Accommodations 
Accommodations involve academic changes made for a specific student because of a learning difficulty. Accommodations 
are an adjustment of the curriculum or academic goals involving classroom, schoolwork, and homework for the purpose of 
helping a student succeed. All accommodations will be reviewed regularly to determine their continued validity. 
 
Cheating 
Students are allowed to get help on most homework. Having a problem explained to them or having something 
demonstrated so they can get the concept is permissible. Copying another student’s paper or copying from Cliff Notes or 
the Internet is not allowed. Cheating involves both giving and receiving information inappropriately.   
The standard for work at PCS is that whenever a student signs his/her name to the paper they imply that all the work is 
their own and so deserves full credit. 
The typical discipline for cheating is receiving a 0 on any work in which cheating is involved. However, other 
consequences may be given for cheating.   
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Course Changes 
Pre-registration schedules for the following year will be passed out during the first week of May. A $10.00 processing fee 
will be assessed for changes made after a date set by the Administration for each semester.  
 
Course Failure 
Failing a required course for graduation will necessitate repeating the course through PCS, summer school or PCVHS. 
Please contact Counselor for more information. 
 
Field Trips 
From time to time, the various classes take trips to interesting and educational places in the area as a vital part of the 
instructional program. Parents will be notified of trips beforehand. Fees may be charged to cover expenses. Each field trip 
will have an appropriate dress code. Students are expected to attend and participate in field trips. Students are expected 
to show respect to tour guides and chaperones. Misbehavior will warrant an appropriate form of discipline. 
 
Guidance and Counseling Services 
Guidance Counselors are available throughout most of the school day. Students should sign up in the office if they desire 
to see a counselor. The counselors are here to help remove any barriers from you having a successful year spiritually, 
academically, socially, etc. 
 
Homework 
Each student will have varying amounts of work to complete outside of school hours. This may be unfinished class work, 
extra projects, or memory work. Parents should regularly check their student’s progress by asking to see homework 
papers, projects, etc. 
 
While parents should assist by ensuring that homework is completed and by explaining work when necessary, the work 
must be done by the student, and he/she must take the responsibility for it. Parents can help their child in his/her 
homework by helping him/her establish good study habits. 
 
When it is determined that it will be necessary to be absent for two or more days, arrangements can be made to collect 
homework assignments by contacting the Office before 10:00 am. Homework collected by the Office will be available after 
3:30 pm.  
 
Honor Graduates 
Seniors completing their four high school years with an overall GPA of 3.70 and above will be recognized at graduation by 
wearing honors cords. 
 
Honor Roll – Honor Roll Certificate 
• High Honors         GPA 3.7 and above 
• Honors             GPA 3.00 - 3.69 
 
Make-up Assignments 
When students are absent due to illness, it is the student’s responsibility to make up the work missed. The student will be 
given a reasonable amount of time to make up missed work which should not exceed twice the number of days missed for 
up to three days. Make-up work must be arranged with the teacher for any absence longer than three days. Work turned 
in within the time limit set by the teacher will be graded at full credit. Work assigned prior to an absence should be 
submitted upon return and assigned tests should also be taken upon return. If circumstances do not allow this, please 
send a note with your student explaining the reasons. 
 
National Honor Society – The local chapter of the National Honor Society establishes rules for membership that are 
based upon a student’s outstanding performance in the areas of scholarship, service, leadership, and character. These 
four criteria for selection form the foundation upon which the organization and its activities are built. Once selected, 
members have the responsibility to continue to demonstrate these qualities. 
• Scholarship: Students who have a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 meet the scholarship requirement 

for membership. 
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• Service: This quality is defined through the voluntary contributions made by a student to the school or community, 
done without compensation and with a positive, courteous, and enthusiastic spirit. 

• Leadership: Student leaders are those who are resourceful, good problem solvers, promoters of school activities, 
idea-contributors, dependable, and persons who exemplify positive attitudes about life. Leadership experiences can 
be drawn from school, church, or community activity while working with or for others. 

• Christian Character: The student of good character upholds principles of morality and ethics, is cooperative, and 
demonstrates high standards of honesty and reliability, courtesy, concern, and respect for others. Membership in the 
Peoria Christian School Chapter reflects a lifestyle that illustrates a personal commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. 

 
Selection procedures are as follows: 
• Students who meet the scholarship criterion and are up to date with graduation service hours are invited to complete 

a Student Activity Resume which must be turned in to the high school office by the announced deadline. Students 
must have been in attendance at PCS for at least one semester to be considered. 

• Faculty will complete a character reference form for each eligible student. 
• A five-member Faculty Council will, after reviewing all applications and reference forms, select new honorees. 
• Honorees will be announced and invited to an induction ceremony. 
• A formal induction ceremony will be held to honor new National Honor Society members in the presence of family and 

friends. 
 
Repeating Courses for Credit 
When a student is repeating a course, the grade from the higher of the grades will be used in calculating the student’s 
GPA. 
 
Salutatorian – This is awarded to the graduate who ranks second highest in their cumulative GPA for all subjects taken 
during their four senior high years. Only students who have attended PCS for their entire junior and senior years are 
eligible for this award. The salutatorian will be recognized at graduation by the wearing different color cords form the rest 
of the honors graduates. 
 
Senior Exam Exemptions 
The exam exemption policy was developed as a reward for outstanding attendance and academic excellence for seniors. 
In the first and second semester, seniors may be exempt from final exams in any class in which they meet the following 
requirements: 
• A student must have a 90% average or above for the semester in the class. 
• A student must have no more than five (5) excused absences and no unexcused absences for the same period in that 

class for the semester of the exam. Seniors are allowed two college visits during their senior year. These absences 
will not count against them concerning for exam exemption.  

 
Student Records 
Per the Illinois Student Records Act (Public Act 79-1108), parents and students have the right to inspect and copy the 
student’s academic and health records. Requests should be made to the principal. 
 
Study Halls 
Study hall periods are for the purpose of providing students with extra time for completing classroom work and/or 
assignments. An atmosphere of “quiet” is required in order for this to be accomplished. Therefore, the following rules 
apply: 
• Students are to be on time to study hall as in other classes. 
• Generally students are to study independently and without talking. 
• Students are to bring enough work in order to remain busy for the entire study hall period. Playing of games is not 

allowed. 
• When it is necessary for a student to leave study hall, the “pass section” in the student’s agenda must be filled out by 

the study hall teacher. On an emergency basis (example: using the restroom), students coming to study hall without 
an agenda will be issued a temporary pass.  

• Students may use the library for research or reading but are to return to Study Hall prior to the end of the period. 
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• Students may be allowed to receive help from another student as long as their conversation stays on task and does 
not disturb the rest of the class. Permission will be granted at the discretion of the study hall teacher. 

 
Summer Reading Program 
All students in grades 9-12 are required to read one of the two novels listed for their grade level. A reading log is to be 
completed and signed by both the student and their parents indicating that they have truly read the book. Summer 
Reading material is available on the PCS web site (www.peoriachristian.org) in the high school section. 
 
Timothian Award – Our highest award, the Timothian Award, is given to one (1) male and one (1) female graduating 
senior who best exemplifies the Scriptural exhortation of I Timothy 4:12 throughout his/her years at PCS as determined by 
their peers and the entire faculty. 
 
Technology Use 
Students and parents should secure a copy of the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) and the AUP User Agreement Form from 
the IT Department or the High School Office. 
 
Students are not allowed to use any computers or computer devices (PCS owned or personally owned) until they 
have read the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) and have turned in an AUP User Agreement Form for the current 
school year. The Agreement Form must be signed by both the student and his/her parent/guardian. 
 
The AUP is reviewed at least annually. When changes are made to the AUP, the PCS community is notified and copies of 
the revised AUP are made available in the school offices. By signing the AUP User Agreement Form, users agree to 
comply with and be subject to any changes. If they find the changes unacceptable, they must inform the administration 
within two weeks of the announced change in the AUP. Their access to IT resources at PCS will then be revoked. 
 
Transfer of School Records 
Upon receipt of requests for school records from a school to which a student is transferring, we will process the request 
within ten days. Parents or students 18 years of age, or graduates may request copies of unofficial school records. These 
requests will be processed as quickly as possible. 
 
Valedictorian – This is awarded to the graduate who ranks highest (respectively) in their cumulative GPA as based upon 
grades for all subjects taken during the four senior high years. Only students who have attended PCS for their entire junior 
and senior years are eligible for this award. The valedictorian will be recognized at graduation by wearing different color 
cords from the rest of the honors graduates.  
 
Weighted Grades 
Certain classes will be weighted. Information about class weighting is available from our school counselors. 
 
ATHLETICS 
  
Please refer to the Activities Code Handbook Section for complete athletic information AND ACTIVITIES CODE OF 
CONDUCT. 

 
Activities Code of Conduct 
It is to be understood that participation in extra-curricular activities is a privilege. It must also be understood that extra-
curricular activities are an extension of the classroom. Improper behavior in the classroom could jeopardize a student’s 
opportunity to try-out or participate in an activity. Therefore, with the privilege of participation comes the responsibility to 
follow rules, regulations, policies and procedures established by the School Board, Administration, coaches, and 
sponsors. It must also be understood that coaches and sponsors may remove students when it is considered necessary 
for the integrity of the activity.  
 
IHSA Eligibility 
All IHSA activities play a vital part in the lives of our students. As part of a team, our students learn responsibility, respect, 
skills, companionship, and sportsmanship, among other important life skills. It is our desire that every student have the 
opportunity and privilege to participate.  
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Participation in Peoria Christian athletics and IHSA activities is a privilege and must be treated as such. When academics 
and behavior become unacceptable, privileges, such as participation in the activity, may be placed in jeopardy.  
• All athletes are required to have an annual physical exam. All athletes must meet the academic eligibility outlined in 

the Athletic Handbook. Athletes/cheerleaders must have all physical forms signed prior to practice. 
• Academic eligibility shall be checked weekly for all IHSA activities. This will be done every Monday morning and will 

be effective from Tuesday through the next Monday. The Athletic Director is responsible for checking the academic 
eligibility of each student/athlete. The Athletic Director will also monitor the progress of ineligible student/athletes as 
they attempt to regain eligible status.  

• A student/athlete in grades 9 through 12 participating in interscholastic athletics may not have more than 3 points in a 
week – an “F” is 2 points and a “D” is 1 point. The student/athlete will be considered ineligible if they have more than 3 
points in a week. 

• In the event that a student/athlete is academically ineligible, he/she will not be allowed to participate in games, nor 
miss class to travel with the team.  

• The academically ineligible student/athlete may continue to practice with the team. If the student/athlete becomes 
ineligible for a total of four weeks during the season of a particular sport, he/she will be removed from the team and 
will not be allowed to receive any awards from the season. 

• A student must attend the second half of the school day to be eligible for an event that evening. This means that the 
student must arrive before or during lunch.  If the team departure is before 2:00pm, the student must arrive before 4th 
hour begins. Special circumstances need to be approved by the Athletic Director and/or Principal (funerals, doctor 
appointments, college visits, etc.)  

 
Athletic Fees 
A student must pay a $100 participation fee to be involved in one sport or $125 participation fee to be involved in two or 
more sports each year. This fee is due prior to the beginning of the season in which a student participates. This is an 
annual requirement not for each season. There is a fruit sale in the fall to help offset this cost for the students 
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  Peoria Christian School 
  Activities Code Handbook 

 
 
MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 
 
Mission Statement: Peoria Christian School supports the Christian home and church by preparing students to lead 
Christ-like lives through a biblical approach to education. 
 
Vision Statement: To produce academically skilled students who are equipped with a biblical worldview and who will 
impact the world for Christ. 
 
Peoria Christian Athletics Vision Statement: Charger  Athletics  strives to maximize  the  competitive  arena  to make  God 
known. 
 
CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
It is to be understood that participation in extra-curricular activities is a privilege.  It must also be understood that extra-
curricular activities are an extension of the classroom.  Improper behavior in the classroom could jeopardize a student’s 
opportunity to try-out or participate in an activity.  Therefore, with the privilege of participation comes the responsibility to 
follow rules, regulations, policies and procedures established by the School Board, Administration, coaches, and 
sponsors.  It must also be understood that coaches and sponsors may remove students when it is considered necessary 
for the integrity of the activity.   
 
In an atmosphere of definitive and positive Christian standards of conduct, there is an opportunity for the development of 
a strong and stable Christian character.  The purpose of discipline is to effect a positive change in our students.  Students, 
whose conduct and behavior outside of school reflects poorly on accepted Christian behavior, may result in athletic 
suspensions.  Students who violate this code may be required to meet with a mentor and/or counselor and may 
have additional community service requirements.  As well, other steps like detention, suspension, etc. may be 
added to the penalties defined below. 
 
The administration reserves the right to alter, amend, or change this policy as necessary.  Any disciplinary 
penalties imposed for multiple violations will be served concurrently.  This document is intended as a series of 
guidelines.   
 
ACTIVITIES CODE INCLUDES: All Athletic Teams, Cheerleading Squad, Scholastic Bowl Team, Speech Team, 
and IHSA and IESA Band and Choral Participants. 
 
VIOLATION PROCEDURES 

 
Students who are in violation of this code must be reported in one of the following manners: 

1. Observed and reported by a staff member. 
2. Turned in by a parent/guardian. 
3. Admission of the violation by the student. 
4. Reported violation by the police. 

This policy will seek to not operate on second hand information, rumor, or by allegation. 
 
PROCEDURES 

1. Any of the parties listed above who has reliable information that a student has violated the extra-curricular code 
shall promptly notify either the Principal, Assistant Principal, and/or Athletic Director of the violation and the 
circumstances thereof. 
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2. The student and his/her parents will be notified that a possible violation of the extra-curricular code has been 
reported.  The parent/guardian may be notified prior to talking to the student so that they may be present when 
the student hears the charges.  The student will be permitted to present his/her side at this time. 

3. The Principal and Athletic Director will investigate all charges. 
4. The Principal and Athletic Director will meet to discuss: 

A. Investigated findings 
B. Penalty to be imposed 

5. A meeting of the Athletic Director, the student and his/her parents will be held to discuss: 
A.  Investigated findings 
B.  Penalty to be imposed 

 
VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES  
 
ZERO TOLERANCE – ON CAMPUS 
Alcohol / Drugs – Possession, consumption, sale or distribution of drugs, prescription drugs, substances purported to be 
drugs, or alcohol on school grounds is strictly prohibited.   

 
PENALTY – Depending on the nature of the offense the suspension may range from 1/2 of a season to immediate 
dismissal from extra-curricular activities.  The penalty could extend into the next season or activity depending on when a 
violation occurred.    

 
ARRESTS 
Misdemeanor/Felony – Students who are arrested for, or admit to, or are convicted of a misdemeanor or felony will be 
disciplined.   
 
PENALTY – Depending on the nature of the offense the suspension may range from 1/3 of a season to immediate 
dismissal from extra-curricular activities.  The penalty could extend into the next season or activity depending on when a 
violation occurred.    
 
DRUGS / ALCOHOL / TOBACCO 
Alcohol / Drugs – Possession, consumption, sale or distribution of drugs, prescription drugs, substances purported to be 
drugs, or alcohol on and off campus is strictly prohibited.  For on campus penalty see zero tolerance above. 
 
Smoking or use of any tobacco products – use or possession of tobacco products of any type is prohibited on and off 
campus. 
 
PENALTY  – Suspension for 1/3 of a season for a first time offense.  The penalty could extend into the next season or 
activity depending on when a violation occurred.  A second offense will result in increased discipline. 
 
CONDUCT UNBECOMING OF A PCS STUDENT  
Discipline for behaviors listed below (Level 1 and 2) are generally dealt with in the Student Handbook: 
 
LEVEL 1 
Truancy – Unauthorized absences from school will not be tolerated. 
 
Vandalism/Theft – Willful destruction or theft of school property or property of others.   
 
Harassment/Bullying – Verbal, written, or physical sexual harassment, fighting, hazing, and bullying will not be tolerated 
during the school day or at any extra-curricular activities. 
 
Immoral conduct – Includes viewing pornography, use of vulgar or suggestive sexual language on internet sites, 
indecent exposure and sexual activity. 
 
In conjunction with the discipline process per the Student Handbook for these behaviors, the following 
penalty/penalties will be enforced for students as part of the activities code. 
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PENALTY – Suspension may range from one to four games of a season for a first time offense.  A second offense will 
result in increased discipline.  The penalty could extend into the next season or activity depending on when a violation 
occurred.  
 
LEVEL 2 
Attending Social Functions Where Alcohol or Drugs are Present – Students who attend functions without parents or 
guardians are to leave immediately upon learning that drugs and/or alcohol are present.  Students who fail to do so will 
violate this policy. 
 
Profanity and Abusive Language – Profanity and abusive language will not be tolerated during the school day or at any 
extra-curricular activities.  Students using improper language or obscene gestures will receive consequences based on 
their actions. 
 
Conduct Unbecoming a Student Representing the School – Scuffling, Cheating, Plagiarism, AUP Violation, 
Insubordination, Lying, Gambling, repeated minor violations & any other improper conduct that may arise. 
 
In conjunction with the discipline process per the Student Handbook for these behaviors, the following 
penalty/penalties will be enforced for students as part of the activities code. 
 
PENALTY – The Coach/Sponsor will establish the penalty for a first time offense.  The Athletic Director and 
Coach/Sponsor will establish the penalty for further offenses. 
 
TEAM VIOLATIONS 
Practice Procedures and Meetings – Students are expected to attend all meetings, events, and practices.  If they are 
unable to attend, they must inform the coach/sponsor prior to the meeting, event, or practice unless there is an 
emergency. 
 
PENALTY – The Coach/Sponsor will Determine the Proper Penalty. 
 
BOARD POLICY 
Violation of any Board Policy not covered in this Code. 
 
PENALTY – Will be Established by the Athletic Director and the Principal. 
 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  
A student must attend the second half of the school day to be eligible for an event that evening.  This means that the 
student must arrive before or during lunch.   If the team departure is before 2:00pm, the student must arrive 
before 4th hour begins.  Special circumstances need to be approved by the Athletic Director and/or Principal (funerals, 
doctor appointments, college visits, etc.)  
 
STUDENTS SEEKING HELP 
Students seeking help for alcohol, drug, or tobacco abuse may voluntarily come forward and ask for help one time during 
their career at PCS.  They will be provided assistance with no penalty as long as they are not seeking this approach to 
avoid a problem that may have occurred over the weekend, etc.   
 
APPEAL PROCESS 
Except as defined below, all other activity code discipline decisions will be final.   
 
When a student is removed from a team, then an appeal of the decision may be requested.  The appeal must be directed 
to the Athletic Director within 2 days of the original decision.  The appeal committee will consist of the Athletic Committee 
Board Representative, the School Administrator, and the Athletic Director.  The appeal hearing will be completed within 5 
days after the original penalty was communicated to the student and parents. 
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PHILOSOPHY OF ATHLETICS 
 
What We Believe 
At Peoria Christian School, we desire to maximize the competitive arena to make God known. The principles and lessons 
learned in the classroom, at home, and through the local church, can be developed and put into practice through athletics.  
A microcosm of society, athletics allows the student to develop and use his or her God-given ability to glorify God.  
Because the arena of competition is usually surrounded with pressure, the athlete is tested, and the true character 
revealed.  Consequently, the opportunity for character growth readily presents itself through athletic competition.  
Therefore, athletics at Peoria Christian School is considered an integral part of a student athlete’s high school curriculum. 
 
Our Commitment To Excellence 
Our philosophy can best be summed up by the phrase “doing our best as we strive to be the best”.  We believe as 
Christians we are commanded by Scripture always to do our best.  As believers we are not to waste the talent God has 
given us by giving anything less than total commitment thorough participation and maximum effort.  We also believe we 
should strive to be the best at what we do.  Being the best at anything, whether it be an Honor Roll student or a state 
champion, is a worthy and admirable goal of any Christian.  Becoming the best may not always be the result of our 
athletic program, however doing our best must be! 
 
Role Model Coaches 
Because of our commitment to excellence, coaches at PCS become one of the most significant components of our 
athletic program.  They have the responsibility to model Christ-like attitudes, behavior, and desires for our student athletes 
while under pressure themselves.  They are participants and teachers at the same time.  One of the coach’s most pivotal 
roles is to work with athletes whose character, revealed under pressure, needs to become more Christ-like.  Coaches 
have great responsibilities, to mold young lives for Christ. 
 
Our Programs 
We believe each individual sport at PCS should be developed into “a program”.  The head varsity coach and Athletic 
Director shall help provide a consistent structure and ensure that similar philosophies are implemented at all levels of the 
program.  The program should build pride among the participants and support among the student body.  Parents should 
be valued as partners in the process of athletic education.  All activities within an individual sports program should 
exemplify the school’s commitment to a Christ-like witness, and reflect the school’s and athletic department’s policies, 
procedures and philosophy. 
 
The Peoria Christian School Athlete 
We believe all PCS athletes should be diligent in preparation, relentless in effort, disciplined by nature, respectful in 
actions, self-controlled with words, humble in spirit, and aggressive in pursuit of excellence, without regard to the score, 
opponent, time, referee, etc.  As Christian athletes display these characteristics, good things usually happen: teams are 
successful; players are motivated; fans are supportive and enthusiastic; parents are proud; prospective athletes want to 
participate, and very often non-believers are drawn to Christ. 
 
The Bottom Line 
Because a student’s participation in athletics often helps foster a pattern of how to approach difficult tasks, major 
challenges, and intense pressure, athletics should be viewed as a vehicle for developing Christian Character.  In order for 
the PCS athletic program to be successful, we equip our student athletes for their real test: Life as a follower of Christ. 
 
Introductions 
To the Parent  
This material is presented to you because your son/daughter has indicated a desire to participate in athletics at PCS and 
you have expressed your willingness to permit him/her to compete.  Your family’s interest in this phase of our school 
program is gratifying.  We believe that sports provide a wealth of opportunities and experiences for our students. 
 
We, who are concerned with the educational development of young men and women through athletics, feel that a properly 
controlled, well-organized sports program meets the student’s need for self-expression; mental alertness; and spiritual, 
physical and social growth.  It is our hope to maintain a program that is sound in purpose and will further each student’s 
overall maturity. 
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A student who elects to participate in athletics is voluntarily making a choice of self-discipline and self-denial.  There is no 
place in PCS athletics for students who will not discipline their minds and bodies for rigorous competition.  We are striving 
for excellence and do not want an athlete to compromise with mediocrity. 
 
We feel that you and your son/daughter have committed yourselves to certain responsibilities and obligations.  This 
handbook attempts to acquaint you with those responsibilities and obligations through a well-organized program of 
athletics.  It is the role of the Athletic Department at PCS to develop policies, rules and guidelines that govern the spirit of 
competition for the school.  Parental support is vital to the administration of the athletic program at Peoria Christian 
School. 
 
Parent/Fan Expectations 
The administration at PCS would like to encourage all parents/fans to be a strong Christian role model in the stands.  Our 
fans are watched by visiting teams as much as our players.  Please refrain from cheering against the other team, cheer 
for our team.  Also, please refrain from yelling at the officials or players.  Let the coach correct your son or daughter.  We 
would ask the parents to please be there to encourage and support your son/daughter’s team, as well as the athletic 
program.  A parent/fan removed from an event by an official or school administrator will be suspended from 
future athletic events. (This can range from one event to one year)  Parents/Fans can be banned from all PCS 
athletic events by the school board. 
 
Parents, we would ask that if you have a problem that needs to be dealt with, please follow the Matthew 18 Principle as 
outlined below: 

1. Talk to the coach in private, away from a game or practice.  Parents may not address the coach about a concern 
after a game or at a practice.  Parents should contact the coach to set up a meeting time to address the concern. 

2. If a parent goes to the Athletic Director or Administration without speaking with the coach first, the parent will be 
directed back to the coach.  The coach will be notified of the meeting and the concern.  If the parent does not 
contact the coach, the coach will contact the parent to address the concern.  Discussion should concentrate on 
skills and attitudes of your child. 

3. If you are not satisfied with the results, talk with the Athletic Director, who may set up a meeting between the 
parent, the student-athlete, the coach and the Athletic Director. 

4. If you are still not satisfied, the Athletic Director may set up a meeting with the parent, coach, Athletic Director and 
Principal. 

 
Please remember that a majority of all concerns can be resolved by talking directly to the coach.  Please support the PCS 
Athletic Program at all times with your son or daughter.  Please understand that playing time is at the coach’s discretion. 
 
To the Athlete 
Being a member of a Peoria Christian School athletic team is the fulfillment of an early ambition of many athletes.  
Attaining this goal carries with it certain traditions and responsibilities that must be maintained.  A great athletic tradition is 
not built overnight; it takes the hard work of many people over many years.  As a member of a PCS squad, you have 
inherited a wonderful tradition: a tradition you are challenged to uphold. 
 
Our tradition has been to win with honor.  We desire to win, but only with honor to our Lord, our athletes, our school and 
our families.  Such a tradition is worthy of the best efforts of all concerned. 
 
When you wear the colors of PCS, and ‘Christian’ across your uniform, we assume that you understand our traditions and 
are willing to accept the responsibilities that go with them. 
 

1. Responsibilities to the Lord:  As a Christian, everything you do is a witness for the Lord.  People will not only view 
your performance as a player, but will view your performance as a Christian as well.  Both on and off the court or 
field. 

2. Responsibilities to Yourself: The responsibility to broaden yourself and develop strength of character is very 
important.  You owe it to yourself to get the greatest possible good from your middle school experiences.  Your 
participation in athletics, extracurricular activities, and academic studies all prepare you for life in high school and 
ultimately being an adult. 

3. Responsibilities to Your School:  Peoria Christian School cannot maintain its reputation of being an outstanding 
school unless you give your best in whatever PCS activity in which you may be a part.  By participating in your 
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sport to the maximum of your ability, you are contributing to the positive reputation of your school.  Like it or not, 
athletes are looked upon as leaders.  The student body, our opponents, the spectators, and other communities 
judge our school by your attitude, conduct, and effort on and off the field or court. 

4. Responsibilities to Others:  As a PCS athlete, you are responsible to your family, to your teammates, and to your 
classmates to live up to the training rules, practice to the best of your ability every day, and give your all in every 
game.  Whether you are a “starter” or a “sub”, play the whole game or support your teammates from the bench, 
you can keep your self-respect when you know in your heart that you have placed others ahead of yourself. 

 
As an athlete attending Peoria Christian School and competing on PCS athletic teams, you MUST REFRAIN AT ALL 
TIMES (summer included) from the following, including, but not limited to: drinking, drugs, immoral behavior, smoking, this 
may include but is not limited to parties and other informal gatherings where alcohol or drugs are present.  Participation in 
these behaviors will result in discipline.  These acts may result in suspension and/or expulsion from the team. Refer to the 
Activities Code for details. 
 
GENERAL POLICIES, RULES, AND GUIDELINES 
 
The “Home and School Guide”, given to all students at the beginning of each school year, clearly states Peoria Christian 
School’s policies, rules, and guidelines.  However, the uniqueness of athletics creates the need for the following rules, 
which apply to all students, grades 5 – 12, who are members of any athletic team which represents Peoria Christian 
School. 
 
Middle School Athletics 
1st-8th Soccer (Girls and Boys): August – September 
5th-8th Softball (Girls): End of July – Mid-September 
6th-8th Baseball (Boys): End of July – Mid-September 
5th-8th Soccer (Girls and Boys): August – September 
7th-8th Golf: September 
5th-8th Basketball (Girls): September – December 
7th-8th Basketball (Boys): Mid-October – January 
7th-8th Cheerleading (Girls): October – January 
5th-6th Basketball (Boys): December – February 
6th-8th Volleyball (Girls): December – February 
6th-8th Track (Girls and Boys): March – Mid-May 
 
High School Athletics 
Golf (Boys): Mid-August – Mid-October  
Soccer (Boys): Mid-August – October 
Swimming (Girls): Mid-August – Mid-November 
Tennis (Girls): Mid-August – October  
Volleyball (Girls): Mid-August – October 
Basketball (Boys and Girls): November – March 
Competitive Cheerleading (Girls): October – February 
Swimming (Boys) – December: February 
Baseball (Boys): March – May 
Bass Fishing: March – April 
Soccer (Girls): March – May 
Softball (Girls): March – May 
Track (Boys and Girls): February – May 
 
Eligibility 
Includes all sports and IHSA / IESA activities and Cheerleading squads. 
• High School Academic Eligibility 

o A student-athlete in grades 9 – 12 participating in interscholastic athletics (also includes scholastic bowl, and 
cheerleading) may not have more than 3 points each week for their cumulative semester grade (an “F” is 2 points 
and a “D” is 1 point).  A student-athlete must also pass a minimum of 5 courses, each worth 1 credit per year/.5 
credit per semester (Physical Education fulfills this requirement though it is only .5 credit per year/.25 credit per 
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semester).  The student-athlete will be considered ineligible if their cumulative semester grades equal 4 points in 
a week. 

o Eligibility shall be checked weekly.  The Athletic Director is responsible for checking the academic eligibility of 
each student-athlete.  The Athletic Director will also monitor the progress of ineligible student-athletes as they 
attempt to regain eligible status. 

o In the event that a student-athlete is academically ineligible, he/she will not be allowed to participate in games, 
nor miss class to travel with the team.  The duration of ineligibility will be one week.  Eligibility will be checked 
every Monday morning and will be effective from Tuesday through the next Monday. 

o The academically ineligible student-athlete is expected to continue practicing with the team.  If the student /athlete 
becomes ineligible for a total of four weeks during the season of a particular sport, he/she may be removed from 
the team and may not be allowed to receive any awards from the season. 

o A student-athlete must attend at least ½ day of school in order to be eligible for an extra-curricular activity. 
 
Spring Sports Eligibility for Seniors 
Seniors who are not on pace to graduate may not be eligible to participate in a spring sport during their senior year.  This 
includes, but is not limited to; credit hours, passing of the constitution test, service hours, etc.  Seniors may be granted 
eligibility by getting an approved plan in place to be back on pace to graduate. 
• Middle School Grade Academic Eligibility 

o Eligibility shall be checked weekly.  In the event that a student-athlete is academically ineligible, he/she will not be 
allowed to participate in games, nor miss class to travel with the team.  The duration of ineligibility will be one 
week.  Eligibility will be checked every Friday morning and will be effective from Monday through the Saturday of 
the next week.  

o The academically ineligible student-athlete may continue to practice with the team.  If the student /athlete 
becomes ineligible for a total of four weeks during the season of a particular sport, he/she will be removed from 
the team and will not be allowed to receive any awards from the season.  

• 7th and 8th Grade Academic Eligibility 
o IESA rules require that a student-athlete in grades 7 and 8 participating in interscholastic athletics must be 

passing all classes.  A student with one “F” or four “D”s will be ineligible.   
• 5th and 6th Grade Academic Eligibility 

o A student-athlete in grades 5 and 6 participating in interscholastic athletics may not have more than 3 points in a 
week – an “F” is 2 points and a “D” is 1 point.  The student-athlete will be considered ineligible if they have more 
than 3 points in a week. 

 
Physical Exams 
All athletes (5th -12th) must have a current (less than one year old) physical examination form on file in the school office 
before they will be allowed to tryout, practice or participate in a game or meet.  Physicals are offered at PCS during the 
summer break, generally the first Saturday of June.  Please be aware that physicals occasionally expire during the 
season.  Please monitor the expiration dates and renew physicals to avoid missing a game(s) until the physical is 
renewed.  3rd and 4th grade students do not need a physical to participate in the PCS soccer program. 
 
Fruit Sale Participation 
Athletics at Peoria Christian School are not completely funded through tuition.  The main sources of income for the athletic 
department are summer sports physicals, ticket gate receipts from games and the fruit sale.  We ask all PK-12 students to 
participate in the +1 Fruit Sale.  The athlete may either sell a specified number of cases of fruit during the fruit sale (runs 
late September and first part of October) or the athlete is allowed to “opt-out” of the fruit sale by paying the current sports 
fee. 
 
Winter and spring sport athletes will not be allowed to participate in a game unless the athlete participated in the fruit sale 
or paid the sport fee.  Fall sport athletes are required to participate in the fruit sale also.  If an athlete plays a fall sport but 
does not participate in the fruit sale or pay the sport fee, the current sport fee will be added to the student’s school 
account.  If there is a question as to whether the student will play a sport or not, it is always best to go ahead and 
participate in the fruit sale. 
 
Absences on Game Days 
A student must attend the second half of the school day to be eligible for an event that evening.  This means that the 
student must arrive before or during lunch.   If the team departure is before 2:00pm, the student must arrive before 4th 
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hour begins.  Special circumstances need to be approved by the Athletic Director and/or Principal (funerals, doctor 
appointments, college visits, etc.) An athlete who does not participate in P.E. class (excused or unexcused) will not be 
allowed to participate in a practice or game that day. 
 
Physical Education Class Participation 
An athlete who does not participate in P.E. class (excused or unexcused) will not be allowed to participate in a practice or 
game that day. 
 
Athletic Homeschool Guidelines for High School Students 
Homeschool students may participate in activities and athletics at Peoria Christian High School.  In order to participate, 
the homeschool student must enroll in a minimum of five classes (2.5 credits per semester) for both semesters of the 
school year in which they participate. He/she may enroll in five classes on-site or in a minimum of three classes on-site 
and two additional classes approved by the Administration. Applicable tuition and fees will be charged for a minimum of 
five credits per year (2.5 credits per semester) when participating in a sanctioned IHSA sport/activity. All student 
participants are subject to IHSA and PCS eligibility requirements and handbook rules and procedures, such as passing 
five one-credit classes weekly during the IHSA sport/activity.  The following criteria must be met in order to participate in: 
 
Non-Cut Sports/Activities Only 
A minimum of three credits on-site per semester for the school year and two additional credits in an approved program for 
a total of five credits per year. 
 
Cut Sports/Activities 
A minimum of five classes on-site per semester for the school year, including a minimum of three credits per year plus 
additional credits in an approved program to total five credits per year. 
 
Practices 
• Because of the mutual commitment required of all players for a successful team, it is imperative that players be at and 

on time to all practices. 
• Absences or tardies not approved by the coach will result in disciplinary measures at the coach’s discretion.  An 

example of an approved tardy would be an athlete getting academic help.  An athlete should always give the coach 
prior notice. 

• Each coach will make a practice schedule available at the beginning of the season.  With multiple teams practicing in a 
given season it often necessitates inconvenient practice times.  In consideration of coaches’ parents should be 
available to pick up athletes immediately after practices and games, as students are not permitted to be left unattended 
in the school building or at the practice area. 

• Vacations by athletes during the season are discouraged.  However, in the event of a vacation conflicting with 
practices or contests, the athlete must communicate with the coach prior to the vacation.  If it is at all possible, it would 
be best if an athlete would tell the coach at the beginning of the season. 

 
Uniforms 
• Coaches will assign each player a uniform at the beginning of each season. 
• Any players whose assigned uniform is lost or unnecessarily damaged will be charged the replacement cost of the 

uniform.  Those costs are:  jersey - $50; shorts/pants - $50; practice jersey - $20. Laundering of the uniform should be 
done regularly and with proper care.  Please wash in warm or cold water and do not dry in a dryer – let them drip dry. 

• After the last contest of the season, the coach will set up a turn-in day.  All the uniforms should be returned that day to 
the coach.  After this day, a late fee of one dollar per school day will be charged each day the uniform remains out. 

 
Equipment 
All school equipment should be treated with care.  If given a responsibility for PCS athletic equipment, carry out that 
responsibility completely.  Any loss or damage of school equipment due to neglect, carelessness, or abuse will result in 
payment for repair or replacement by the person(s) responsible. 
 
Facilities 
We are very fortunate to have spectacular facilities for athletics at Peoria Christian School.  Many Christian schools 
struggle to make the best of what little they have, yet we have been blessed with three excellent gymnasiums, a weight 
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room, six locker rooms, and access to the Peoria Park District’s softball, baseball, and soccer fields.  It is essential that we 
take great care of our facilities and use them wisely. 
• Always leave the area cleaner than when you found it. (This includes locker rooms at away games.) 
• Be aware of any destructiveness or misuse of property.  If you witness abuse of any facilities, encourage the offenders 

to stop and report it to the proper authorities. 
• It is your responsibility and our recommendation that you lock up your valuables during practices and games.  

Unfortunately, not everyone can be trusted with unlocked lockers. 
• You are not to be in any other part of the building during practices and games other than the designated athletic area. 
• You are to be out of the building fifteen minutes after practice is completed.  The coach is required to stay until all 

athletes are gone.  Make sure your ride is at the practice location at the designated time.  Have a place to go (i.e. 
another athlete’s home) if your ride does not come on time. 

• No other students are to be in the gym while practices are in sessions.  As much as possible, we will keep the gym 
doors shut. 

• No athletes are to be in the gymnasium or practice area without designated supervision. 
• Students are not to get equipment or supplies without permission from the coach. All spiked or cleated shoes must be 

put on and taken off outside of the building. 
 
Injuries and Illness 
• All sports-related injuries must be reported to the coach. 
• If an injury requires treatment by a physician, the athlete must obtain a physician’s permission (in writing) to return to 

active status on the team. 
• Peoria Christian School is not responsible for any medical expenses incurred.  The school does offer a sports 

insurance policy that can be purchased. 
• Conditioning is your responsibility prior to the start of the season.  Prepare yourself so that you can stand the physical 

stress that practice will put on you. 
 
Transportation 
• All athletes must travel to and from out of town athletic contests in transportation provided by the PCS Athletic 

Department unless school transportation is not available. 
• Exception to the above stipulation would be if the team is playing near the athlete’s home, then they would be allowed 

to drive their own vehicle to the game.  The athlete would only be able to transport himself/herself and they would have 
to follow the bus to the game. 

• Athletes may ride home from away games with their parents.  Parents must inform the coach of this arrangement 
before heading home, preferably before the game. 

• Athletes may ride home from away games with a teammate’s parents only if prior permission has been given through 
written communication with said athlete’s parents. 

• School vehicles are a privilege, not a right.  Keep them clean and neat. 
• Athletes who miss the team bus or van will not be allowed to participate in that day’s contest unless the coach agrees 

that there were extenuating circumstances. 
• All regular school bus rules, as explained by the driver or coach, will be followed. 
• The Athletic Department needs drivers!!  If you would be interested in getting your CDL school bus license, please 

contact the Administrative office. 
 
Day of Game Procedures 
• The PCS school dress code is the minimum requirement for game days.  At their discretion, coaches may require 

higher standards for their players. 
• For games at which dressing rooms are available (both home and away), athletes are expected to be in school dress 

code both going to and leaving the game. 
• Athletes are encouraged to support other PCHS teams by attending their games whenever possible.  Sub-varsity 

coaches may require their teams to attend home games of higher level teams in their particular sport. 
• All PCHS athletes should strive to be an excellent example to others as participants and fans by displaying the 

behavior expected. 
• Respect and courtesy should be displayed at all times when visiting schools, restaurants, hotels, etc. 
• Students may be asked to bring their own money for food and hotel expenses on long or overnight trips. 
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• It is often necessary to dismiss athletes early from school to attend away games and tournaments.  In this event, it is 
the responsibility of the student-athlete to see their teachers ahead of time to arrange for assignments, quizzes, and 
tests to be handed in, explained, or completed. 

• Athletes may be asked to help with set up of the gym before a game or take down after a game.  In any event, please 
help with a willing heart. 

 
Discipline 
A three-step approach of discipline will be used in the event of any infractions of the above rules: 
• Step 1 – A personal conference with the coach and/or Athletic Director. 
• Step 2 – A parent conference with the coach, Athletic Director and High School Principal. 
• Step 3 – Expulsion from the team. 
 
Team Selections 
Choosing the members of athletic squads is the sole responsibility of the coach or coaches of those squads.  Prior to 
trying out, the coach will provide the following information to all candidates for the squad: 
• Extent of try-out period. 

o Criteria for selection (what the coach is looking for in a team player). 
o Practice and game commitments. 

 
PCS Philosophy On Playing Time 
Player development on each level is crucial.  We believe that players will develop their skills through practices and making 
a team does not guarantee playing time.  Please understand that playing time is at the coach’s discretion.   General 
guidelines are as follows: 
• 5th and 6th Grade – Varies from sport to sport.  Please contact the Athletic Department for more information.   
• 7th and 8th Grade – cuts will be made if needed.  The coach will endeavor to get every player into as many games as 

possible.  
• Freshman – cuts will be made if needed.  The coach will endeavor to get every player into as many games as possible. 
• Freshman/Sophomore – cuts will be made if needed.  The coach should endeavor to get every player into as many 

games as possible. 
• Varsity – Skill is the divider!  This is the highest level of high school sports, playing time is not guaranteed. 
 
Letters and Awards 
Although we strive for the incorruptible rather that the perishable, we do like to recognize participation and achievement in 
our athletic program.  High School recognition, letters and awards are presented at the conclusion of each season with an 
award night or individual team parties. 
 
At all levels, each coach recognizes the participants who successfully completed the season with a certificate.  At the high 
school level, awards for Most Valuable, Most Improved and Best Sportsmanship are also given. 
 
High School athletes may also receive the following forms of recognition: 
• Graduation year chenille numerals to each athlete the first time they earn either a junior varsity or a varsity letter. 
• Chenille 8” school letter will be awarded to each athlete for the first time they participate (practice and games) on a 

varsity team for more than 3/4 of the season and complete the season in good standing.   
• Varsity pins will be awarded to each athlete who qualifies for a varsity letter and has received a Chenille 8” school 

letter. 
• In all cases the athlete who meets the minimum qualification for a letter must be recommended for a letter by the 

coach. 
• An athlete with an extenuating circumstance or injury may be awarded a letter without having met the above 

qualifications.  The decision will be made by the coach and Athletic Director. 
• In lieu of receiving more than one varsity letter, the athlete will receive a Varsity certificate acknowledging his/her 

award and a sport pin in each sport. 
• An athlete must complete the season in good standing to receive a letter.  Good standing involves many facets of 

participation including but not limited to:  positive spiritual influence, strong work ethic, positive attitude, and not 
removed because of ineligibility or other reasons. 
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• The coach and administration reserve the right to withhold or remove a letter from an athlete for any behavior that is in 
violation of training rules or if, in their judgment, his/her behavior is detrimental to the school or community. 

• A maximum of two managers per team may receive letters in each sport provided they have been recommended by 
the coach.  Statisticians may receive a certificate of recognition but do not receive a letter. 

• Special awards, such as The Northwestern Mutual Greater Peoria Area Male/Female Senior Scholar-Athlete 
Award and Senior Varsity Athlete Award, may also be given at the end of the school year.   
o Northwestern Mutual Greater Peoria Area Senior Scholar-Athlete Award 

 The PCHS senior male and female student-athletes with at least a 93 numerical average or a 3.7 GPA or 
higher.   

 To be eligible, the student-athletes must have been awarded a least five (5) Varsity letters at PCHS and also 
have been enrolled at PCHS during his/her Sophomore, Junior, and Senior years. The Northwestern Mutual 
Greater Peoria Area Senior Scholar-Athlete recipient will receive a $1000 scholarship toward the college of 
his/her choice. 

o Senior Varsity Athlete Award 
 A student-athlete must earn a minimum of 6 Varsity letters in athletics at PCHS. He/she also must be in good 

academic standing for both the fall and spring semester of his/her senior year, which includes completion of 
graduation requirements. 

 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
 
The athletic administration and coaching staff at Peoria Christian School want to wish you the very best in your athletic 
endeavors this year.  If we can be of help to you in any way, please let us know.  The Lord has put us here to help you 
grow.  We want athletics to be fun and profitable in your Christian life, and we want sports to help build the character of 
Christ in you. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
                                               


