
May 2019  

Dear Parents, 
 

We would like to welcome you to the Peoria Christian High School English Program, which includes a summer 

reading assignment to prepare for the 2019-2020 school year.  We want the students to make reading at least one 

classic novel a part of their summer.  We require that each student keep a log of his or her progress on the reading 

assignment and on the study guide questions.  We would like you to be a part of the team in this effort.  You can 

find the combination study guide & reading log on the PCS website (peoriachristian.org) among the High School 

Downloads 
 

Book selection - We have selected books based on the following criteria: 

 Each book is considered quality literature. 

 The authors represented on the list come from a variety of places and time periods. 

 Each book is at the appropriate reading level for the students assigned it. 

 The books can be understood with the help of study guide information and questions. 

 Books are assigned based on the English class the student will be taking next year. 
 

ENG9 The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain  or* Around the World in Eighty Days by Jules Verne 
 

ENG10  Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen  or*  The Hobbit  by J. R. R. Tolkien or*  The Hiding Place  by Corrie Ten Boom 
 

ENG11 (including Honors section)    To Kill a Mocking Bird by Harper Lee  or*  My Antonia by Willa Cather   
 

ENG12 Frankenstein by Mary Shelley  or*  Cry, The Beloved Country  by Alan Paton  
 

APENG  Frankenstein by Mary Shelley  and  Their Eyes Were Watching God  by Zora Neale Hurston  
 

* If a student has previously read one of the book selections for his grade, he should choose the other book. 
 

Obtaining books - Parents/students can get the assigned novel through several methods. (Students who choose to 

listen to an audio book must also read along in the book.): 

 Check out the book from the public library. 

 Purchase the book online or at a local bookstore. 

 Download an e-book. 

 Borrow the book from a friend. 

 Incoming freshmen may purchase books for $5 at the Monroe campus through Wednesday, May 22.  

Selections for all grades are available at the high school between exams.  Books may be returned in the 

fall for a refund (minus $1). 
 

Making it work - There are several ways you can help make the summer reading program work: 

 Help your son/daughter obtain the book.  

 Print a copy of the study guide/reading log to use before reading.  Fold it into thirds in order to use it as a 

bookmark.  The student should record progress as he/she reads and answers questions. 

 Work out a realistic reading schedule with him/her in order to complete the novel and the study guide 

before the start of the 2019-2020 school year. 

 Talk to him/her about the issues addressed on the study guide.  (These answers do NOT need to be 

written out or turned in.) 

 Remind him/her to fill out the reading log along the way, indicating his/her progress on the reading and 

the study guide questions.  
 

Credit for Reading 

 Complete your reading and the study guide questions by August 19 so that you and your student can sign 

the log.  

 Completion of reading and study guide questions will be worth about 2% of the first semester grade. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation.  It makes all the difference!   


