
2019 Mini-Term Catalog 

Listed below are classes that are being offered for the mini-term session, March 11-15, 2019.  Please read the details of the 
courses as you make selections on your online registration form sent to parents. 

1. Look over the mini-term course catalog.  Select the classes that interest you. 

2. Understand that you/your family are responsible for the course fee(s) and transportation to and from the class site.  
(Some classes meet off campus; however, carpools can often be arranged.) 

3. Parents will receive a link to the online registration at 6:00 PM on the following dates. Refer to the updated catalog 
again before you register to see which classes have closed: 

Seniors - Wednesday, November 28 
Juniors – Monday, December 3 
Sophomores – Thursday, December 6 
Freshmen – Tuesday, December 11 

4.  Register online for six half-day courses. (Include AM & PM choices.)  List them in order of preference.  If first choices 
are full, you will be enrolled in subsequent choices.  

5. Do NOT sign up for a class you have already taken.  Also, note other restrictions on course enrollment. 
 

 Attendance at your mini-term class is required and will be included as a grading criterion for any mini-term class. 

AM or PM  Adobe Photoshop Instructor Mr. Schlich 

This introduction to Adobe Photoshop will familiarize users with the editing capabilities 
of Adobe Photoshop software.  Foundational instruction will be given to familiarize the 
user with the basic functions and capabilities of Photoshop.  Students also will learn 
how to use the Adobe Photoshop interface and access its expansive set of features to 
create/design/edit/enhance/manipulate digital images and illustrations for print and 
Web publication using some of Photoshop’s advanced features.  

Location PCS 

Cost $32 

Grading Participation and 
projects  

 

AM  Advanced Board Games: Gaming Universe Fiction, Armada  Instructor Mr. Baker 

(Juniors and Seniors only) 

Designed for Upperclassmen, this mini-term will examine how board games can use 
fiction to make battles and games feel more meaningful and give players a framework 
for both in-game and pre-game decision-making.  We will also look at how the players 
themselves can add to the lore by designing scenarios prior to the game that give 
them additional objectives and how during the game a story can be developed too.  
This mini-term will utilize Star Wars: Armada   

Location PCS 

Cost $55 

Grading Turn in both a 
scenario and an 
AAR 

 

AM  Advanced Board Games: Gaming Universe Fiction: 40k Instructor Baker 

(Juniors and Seniors only) 

Designed for Upperclassmen, this mini-term will examine how board games can use 
fiction to make battles and games feel more meaningful and give players a framework 
for both in-game and pre-game decision-making.  We will also look at how the players 
themselves can add to the lore by designing scenarios prior to the game that give 
them additional objectives and how during the game a story can be developed too.  
This mini-term will utilize Warhammer 40k   

Location PCS 

Cost $55 

Grading Turn in both a 
scenario and an 
AAR 

 

  



PM  American Sign Language Instructor 
Sign On – ASL 
Education instructors 

ASL Level 1 introduces basic information about American Sign Language.  The 
American Manual Alphabet, approximately 100 ASL vocabulary words, and numbers 
one – ten will be introduced.  Students will develop expressive and receptive ASL 
vocabulary skills by review and reinforcement. Basic facts about American Deaf 
Culture are also presented.  

The cost includes a textbook.  

Location PCS 

Cost $100 

Grading Effort; progress 
shown in ability to 
understand and 
use vocabulary 

 

PM  Automobile Maintenance and Repair Instructor Mr. Brett Beachler 

Want to learn “how to’s” on your vehicle? What can you inspect on your vehicle? How 
to save $100,000 over the life of vehicles?  

Try hands-on experience in small engine maintenance and repair. 

 

Location 3623 N University 
St, Peoria, IL 61604 

Cost $0 

Grading Participation; 
understanding of 
terms, concepts & 
procedures 

 

AM 
  
 Aviation Instructor 

Mr. Spencer 
Whitman, Flight 
Instructor - Captain 
Key Lime Air 

At the completion of this class, the student will have an understanding of aviation – 
both as a career and a hobby. This class will provide a basic overview of both the 
history and the future of aviation. This class will focus on a practical application of 
basic forces in flight as well as aviation on multiple platforms and experiences. 
Through a field trip to the local airport, there will be an introduction to different types of 
aircraft and airport operation.  

Location PCS & field trip to 
PIA airport 

Cost $30 

Grading participation, 
following directions 
and safety 
protocols 

 

PM  Board Game: Budget Competitive Card Games Instructor Baker 

(Freshmen & Sophomores only) 

Gaming in any form can get expensive, quickly, and this mini-term will focus on 
competitive card games that won’t stretch your budget very far and how to expand 
upon them in a disciplined and cost effective manner.  Players will need to choose a 
starter kit from a provided list.  We will then utilize these decks in a series of team and 
individual matches. This mini-term focuses on Star Wars: Destiny an epic game that 
allows you to mix & match heroes and villains across the Star Wars timeline in clashes 
on battlefields from Scarif and Lothal to Malachor and Jakku. 

Location PCS 

Cost $40 

Grading Submit game 
budget 

 

PM  Board Games: Budget Tabletop War Games Instructor Baker 

(Freshmen & Sophomores only) 

Gaming in any form can get expensive, quickly, and this mini-term will focus on 
tabletop games that won’t stretch your budget very far and how to expand upon them 
in a disciplined and cost effective manner.  Players will gain a starter battle force to 
keep and learn how to make their own quick and easy terrain.  We will then utilize 
these starter forces in a series of battles.  This mini-term focuses on CAV, an epic 
game of walker combat in urban and forested battlefields 

Location PCS 

Cost $40 

Grading Submit game 
budget 

 



AM  Cake Decorating * Instructor Mrs. Retz 

In this class, students will learn the basics of cake decorating using icing, fondant, and 
sugar art. Students will practice these techniques throughout the week and then will 
create a final project demonstrating all of the skills learned. 

*Students may NOT take both Cake Decorating & Food Truck Frenzy, so list preferences carefully. 

Location PCS 

Cost $11 

Grading Participation and 
demonstration of 
skills learned 

 

PM  Ceramic Projects: Fired Up * Instructor Mrs. Langan 

Our week at Fired Up will include a tour of the kiln room. The staff at Fired Up will 
instruct painters in pottery painting techniques such as carbon transfer lettering, 
lettering tips, shaving cream and rubbing alcohol techniques. Students will paint a 
platter with a Bible verse of their choosing on it. Students will also paint a canvas 
using painting techniques will be taught by Fired Up! staff. Students will have a $20 
allowance to use as they with on their next project. Any money left over from the $20 
will be given to the student in a gift certificate to use at a later date, which will include 
the cost of the studio fee. 

*Students may NOT take both Ceramic Projects & Pottery Projects, so list preferences carefully. 

Location Fired Up  
4532 N Prospect 
Rd, Peoria Heights, 
IL 61616 

Cost  $120 

Grading  participation 

 

PM  Christian Service in Action! * Instructor 
Mrs. Smith & Mrs. 
Kay Price 

God calls us to serve others. Galatians 5:13b says, “Serve one another humbly in 
love.” We will seek to do just that by completing several fun service activities together! 
We will be making homemade fleece blankets for seriously ill and traumatized children 
through Project Linus, tying quilts to give away, packing Operation Christmas Child 
boxes with nursing home residents, and helping one afternoon at the Midwest Food 
Bank. The cost of the class will mainly cover materials to make the blankets, one to 
give away and also one for each participant to take home or to give as a gift.   

*Students may NOT take both Christian Service in Action & Peoria Ministry – South Side Mission, 
so list preferences carefully. 

Location PCS, Heartland 
Health Care 
Center (Peoria), 
Midwest Food 
Bank (Morton) 

Cost $55 

Grading Participation 

 

AM  or  PM  Classic Films Study Instructor Mrs. Ulrich 

Each day we will view a movie and follow up with questions. Movies shown are: 
Singing in the Rain, Psycho, Cool Hand Luke, The Bride of Frankenstein, and Twelve 
Angry Men. 

 

Location PCS 

Cost $10 

Grading attentive viewing 
of films; 
participation in 
discussion 

 

AM  Cold War Instructor Mr. Schoon 

What was the Cold War?  Did America and Russia come close to WWIII?  We will 
discuss these issues and other topics such as the Cuban Missile Crisis, Berlin Wall, 
Mutually Assured Destruction and other major events that shaped our world from 
1945-1990.  Class discussions will be based on CNN’s Cold War video series. 

Location PCS 

Cost $0 

Grading Class discussion; 
video notes; 
reading 
assignments 

 

  



AM  College Planning and Visits Instructor Mrs. Downing 

When you think about college, do you get completely overwhelmed about the 
unending details? Are you looking forward to college but have no idea what you want 
to do or where to start learning about colleges? In this mini-term, we will cover a 
variety of topics related to the college search process. We will spend 2 days in the 
classroom doing activities such as taking an interest/skills inventory, researching 
different career options, planning college visits, virtual tours, and learning to what to 
look for and what questions to ask when talking to admissions representatives. We will 
spend the final 3 days of class touring various colleges close to Peoria, to get a feel for 
the admissions process, campus life and what it is like to be a college student. 

Location PCS & college 
visits 

Cost $52 

Grading Participation 
Practice Essay 
Worksheets 

 

AM  Creation Science Instructor Mr. Gerber 

We will do some digging into the science of creationism and the Biblical account in 
Genesis, and we will contrast this with the claims of naturalism and evolution.  Could 
the universe really follow this account?  What is the evidence for this?  We will be 
doing actual science with the fossil record, radioactivity and radiometric dating, 
dinosaurs, comets and stars, genetics and gene drift, and design in some specific 
animals. 
 

Location PCS 

Cost $0 

Grading participation in 
class, short 
homework 
assignments, 
quizzes 

 

AM  Did You Hear That? Instructor 
Mrs. Ramsey & 
Jay Claudin 

Join Jay Claudin and Mrs. Ramsey as you learn about routine route, setup, and 
teardown of Tech Events.   Discover how to properly mix and EQ various types of 
voices and instruments.  Lighting basics will also be covered.  Please bring 
headphones.  Each student will receive a mixer and an adapter. 

Location PCS 

Cost $50 

Grading Participation; 
teamwork 

 

PM  Digital Photography Instructor 
Mrs. Peterson & 
Mrs. Eversole 

Description This course will help the students become familiar with the fundamentals 
of digital photography. We will cover camera settings, composition and lighting. 
Students will receive instruction, demonstrations, and see samples of the desired 
outcomes at the beginning of each period. We will then go outside to practice the 
lessons taught. There will be daily review of photos students have shot the previous 
day(s). They will see what makes a successful photo and what does not. 
 

* Weather depending, we will go to Luthy Botanical Gardens, Forest Park and other 
photo shooting locations.  
 

Students are required to have a digital camera.  They may not use a cell phone. 

Location 
PCS & * field trip 
locations 

Cost $10 

Grading In-class 
participation 
during discussions 
& demonstrations; 
taking photos that 
meet the daily 
goals; turning 
photos in on time  

 

  



AM  Discerning Disney! Instructor Mrs. Smith 

We all have our favorite Disney movies, from Snow White to Pirates of the Caribbean 
to Frozen. Do you ever think about the powerful lessons in the movies or the 
worldview that is being portrayed in them? Movies can have a great impact on us, and 
we need to have discerning minds when it comes to our movie watching. In this class, 
we will watch and discuss five Disney movies. Using Bible verses, movie review 
guides, and thought-provoking questions, we will investigate some of the 
ideas/lessons/themes in the movies and seek to develop discernment and to 
strengthen our Christian worldview.  

Location PCS 

Cost $10 

Grading Written responses 
to homework 
questions, 
participation in 
class discussions, 
preparation for 
class (bringing 
materials) 

 

AM  Dissection 101  Instructor Mrs. McGinnis 

If you enjoy dissecting, this class is for you! We will be taking a close look at a variety 
of animals from the outside in and building an understanding of God’s creation.  

Each day the student will dissect one small animal and one organ system of a 
SHARK!  

 

Location PCS  

Cost $75 

Grading Completion of 
daily dissections, 
lab questions, and 
diagrams  

 

AM  Experience Health Care  Instructor 
Dr. Joseph Hauter 
& Mrs. Moore 

Health professionals* from a variety of specialties will offer presentations and 
discussion panels reflecting on their personal and professional paths. Students will 
also tour the OSF facility, as well as the Life Flight Hangar. They will observe a 
debriefing held for emergency medicine residents. Students will participate in lab 
opportunities at the Jump Center, including splints, suturing, and other hands-on 
procedures. This class includes complete CPR instruction and certification. 

*Many of the guest presenters are PCS alumni who currently practice in the Peoria 
area. 

Location Jump Trading 
Simulation & 
Education 
Center/OSF 

Cost $75 

Grading Engaged 
participation in 
activities; 
professional 
decorum; practicing 
safety protocols 

 

PM  Famous American Businessmen Instructor Mr. Schoon 

This class will focus on the individuals from the 19th and 20th centuries that 
transformed America into an economic superpower.  We will watch and discuss the 
History Channel Series – The Men who Built America.  We will also do some research 
on current business titans. 

Location PCS 

Cost $0 

Grading Video notes; class 
discussion;  
PowerPoint 
presentation 

 

  



PM  Food Truck Frenzy * Instructor 
Mrs. Alana Hauter 
& guest chefs 

Those hand-held meals that we purchase from a street vendor transcend the fast food 
tossed into a sack at the drive thru. For these mobile kitchens to thrive, the recipes 
require well-chosen ingredients and sometimes a time-consuming process. Note the 
nuances of flavors through taste tests, and learn how to prepare foods commonly 
offered on food truck menus.  

*Students may NOT take both Food Truck Frenzy & Cake Decorating, so list preferences carefully. 

Location Living Waters 
Church, 7229 N 

Knoxville Ave, 
Peoria, IL 61614 

Cost $70 

Grading Participation, 
following directions, 
clean up 

 

PM  Hearing God Speak Instructor Mr. Taylor  

Jesus kept His identity as the Messiah and the Son of God a secret until late in His 
ministry. Jesus did not reveal His identity until His disciples heard from heaven who 
He truly is. Learning to hear God speak was one of the most important lessons Jesus 
taught His disciples. We will learn how Jesus taught His closest disciples to hear the 
voice of God. 

Location PCS 

Cost $0 

Grading Participation 

 

FULL  DAY  Internship (Juniors and Seniors only) Instructor Miss Anderson 

An internship includes three 90-minute classroom sessions at PCS, as well as a 
minimum of twenty hours of observation and/or assisting under the supervision of a 
professional mentor in the workplace. This experience allows the student to explore a 
career field that interests him or her, and to learn about practical aspects of the work 
place in general. 

Students must find a supervising employer and fill out the online form by Friday, 
January 11, 2019. Restrictions include the following:  

 A student cannot do an internship with his or her parent. 

 A student cannot do an internship that is the same or similar to a previous 
internship. 

 HIPAA laws preclude students from doing internships in the medical or mental 
health field. 

Location PCS & Intern site 

Cost $0 

Grading Meeting 
deadlines; 
completing 20 
hours of job 
shadowing; 
evaluation by 
employer; 
classroom 
activities and final 
paper 

 

PM  Mad Science  Instructor Mrs. Moore 

Do you love labs? This course offers hands-on laboratory experiments that are not 
conducted in a typical high school chemistry course. Students enrolled in this course 
also have the opportunity to go to Bradley University for science workshops for two of 
the days we will meet. 

 

Location PCS and  
Bradley University  

Cost $15 

Grading Completion of labs 
and post-lab 
analysis 

 

AM   PAWS (Peoria County Animal Protection Services) Instructor Mrs. Kitty Yanko 

Love animals? Think you would like to work with animals? Spend your mini-term 
mornings with four-footed friends and get a behind the scenes look at animal shelter 
life. Taking care of animals is hard work, but very rewarding! Students will spend time 
cleaning and caring for dogs, cats and other small animals.  

Students are encouraged to donate a small bag of Science Diet dog food or cat 
food, Science Diet canned kitten food, or scoop-able cat litter to the shelter – or to 
make a recommended cash donation of $10. 

Location 2600 NE Perry Ave., 
Peoria, IL 61603 

Cost $0 

Grading Participation 



AM  Peoria Ministry – South Side Mission * Instructor Mrs. Langan 

Our week will start with a tour of South Side Mission. We will spend 3 days there 
helping bag groceries, preparing meals, praying with and sharing the gospel with 
individuals receiving these items. Depending on weather and availability, we will also 
help at the Mission Mart and maintaining the grounds. 

We will spend one morning at PCS making blankets and preparing care packages for 
the kids at Almost Home Kids and for South Side Mission.  

One morning students will work on the grounds and helping around the building of 
Almost Home Kids. 

*Students may NOT take both Peoria Ministry – South Side Mission & Christian Service in Action, 

so list preferences carefully. 

Location PCS,  
South Side Mission,  
1127 S. Laramie St, 

Peoria, IL 61605, &  
Almost Home Kids 
5200 N. Hamilton 
Rd Peoria, IL 61614 

Cost $20 

Grading participation 

 

AM  Perspective Drawing Instructor Mr. Tracy 

Perspective is a simple and efficient system that allows a designer to create the 
illusion of depth and dimension to a two-dimensional surface. The class will be a 
series of exercises using t- square and angles exploring perspective and geometry. 

Location PCS 

Cost $15 

Grading Completion of 
project, application 
of instruction, quality 
of work 

 

PM  Philosophy Instructor Mr. Gerber 

This class will be an introduction to philosophy.  We will cover epistemology, 
metaphysics, and ethics by taking a historical survey of different leading philosophers, 
from Plato and Aristotle to Confucius and Kant to Descartes and Hume to Nietzsche 
and Hobbes.  Come learn how to define a chair!  

 

Location PCS 

Cost $0 

Grading participation, short 
homework 
assignments, 
quizzes 

 

AM  Pottery Projects * Instructor Mr. Jacob Grant 

Students will learn about and work on a variety of pottery projects.  All supplies and 
equipment are provided by the studio. 

Day 1: Collaborative Project 
Day 2: Pinch pots and beginning wheel throwing 
Day 3: Wheel throwing 
Day 4: Trimming, throwing and/or hand building 
Day 5: Under glaze to finish pots 

  
All work will be finished in 3-4 weeks and ready for pickup. 

*Students may NOT take both Ceramic Projects & Pottery Projects, so list preferences carefully. 
  

Location Wheel Art Pottery 
Studios, 1101 SW 
Washington St., 
Peoria, IL 61602 

Cost $90 

Grading Following 
directions; 
completion of 
projects 

 

PM  Quiet Time 101 Instructor 
Mrs. Nicole 
Pepper 

Come and explore small group prayer and personal quiet time with the Lord with this 
class! We will integrate the 4 steps of prayer, explore Bible art journaling (class 
includes new ESV journal Bible), & create an attributes of God canvas (no art 
expertise needed!) to create a “prayer closet” for you to take with you.  How sweet are 
your words to my taste (Psalm 119:103a). Come and enjoy God's sweet Word, and 
we'll have afternoon sweets each day, too.  

Location PCS 

Cost $35 

Grading Participation in 
activities 



PM  Repurposing Furniture  Instructor Mrs. McGinnis  

Do you have funky ideas for upcycling old furniture? If you like turning old junk into 
new treasure, then this class is for you! We will spend the week painting, staining, 
sanding, and putting your creative touches on furniture projects. 

 

Location PCS  

Cost $75 

Grading Completion of 
projects; class 
participation 

 

PM  Snoopy: Cartooning for Christ Instructor Mrs. Elliott 

This class will explore the familiar Peanuts cartoons and movies as we investigate the 
man behind Charlie Brown and his friends.  We'll look at his life as well as his 
Christian faith, style, and insights on life in his cartoons.  

We will incorporate Peanuts movies as well as videos on his life. In-class students will 
read his comic strips, write response journals, and contribute to class discussion. No 
homework is given. 

Location PCS 

Cost $0 

Grading In-class reading & 
participation in 
discussions  
and written 
responses 

 

PM  Tennis for Beginners Instructor 
Mrs. Cox & Mrs. 
Palm 

Introduction to Tennis is designed to give students an opportunity to learn the basic 
skills of tennis. We will be learning how to play a game, the rules of the game, how to 
hit groundstrokes, serving, and net play. Each day the students will have an 
opportunity to play tennis and have instruction from Mrs. Cox and Amy Palm. We will 
be playing indoors at the Parkside Athletics Club.    

Students must provide their own tennis racket.  

Transportation will be provided if needed.   

This class is for beginners, student who have been on the Tennis team may NOT 
take this course. 

Location Parkside Athletics 
Club 300 Red Bud 
Dr. Pekin, IL 61554 

Cost $50 

Grading Participation; 
improvement in 
skills  

 

AM  To Narnia and Beyond Instructor Mrs. Elliott 

This course focuses on the works of C.S. Lewis, a foremost Christian author. We will 
explore The Chronicles of Narnia, analyze Lewis’ life, and introduce readers to his 
space trilogy, Mere Christianity and The Screwtape Letters. We will consider the way 
Lewis grappled with issues faced by today’s Christians in their relationships with God 
and the world.  

We will incorporate Narnia movies as well as videos on his life and role as a Christian 
apologist in the 20th century. In-class students will read excerpts of his works, and will 
write response journals and contribute to class discussion. No homework is given. 

Location PCS 

Cost $0 

Grading In-class reading & 
participation in 
discussions  
and written 
responses  

 


